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THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 



Fire Underwriters' Association 



OF THE NORTHWEST 



PRESIDENT 

W. L. KING Chicago, III. 

Manager Providence- Washington Insurance Co. 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FRANK E. BARNEY Minneapolis, Minn. 

Special Agent Hanover Insurance Co. 

WALTER P. BENTON Indianapolis, Ind. 

Special Agent Sun Insurance Office. 

CHARLES L. HECOX Columbus, Ohio. 

Special Agent Delaware & Reliance Insurance Co. 

A. A. MALONEY Kansas City, Mo. 

State Agent Continental Insurance Co. 

B. T. DUFFEY Detroit, Mich . 

State Agent Royal Insurance Co. 

GEO. E. REDFIELD, Jr .Chicago, III. 

General Agent Farmers of York. 

FRANK C. HASELTON Chicago, III. 

Special Agent Northern Assurance Co. 

CHAS. E. MANN Chicago, III. 

Special Agent Lumbermen's & Mechanics' Insurance Co. 

R. S. ODELL Chicago, III. 

State Agent Phenix Insurance Co. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
R. S. ODELL C. E. MANN F. C. HASELTON 
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PROGRAM 

m 

OF THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 

FIRST DAY 

OPENING SESSION^9:30 A. M. 
Reports of OflScers. Reports ot Standing Committees. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

Annual Address — Hon. A. I. Vorys, Superintendent of Insurance of the State of Ohio. 
Paper— "The Policy Holder, The Company, The Department and The Law." 



AFTERNOON SESSION— 2:00 P. M. ♦. 

Paper—" Supervision"— Mr. Oscar B. Ryon. Attorney at Law of Streator, Illinois, Special Counsel to 
the Governor and the Insurance Department of the State of Illinois. 

Presentation of Gavel by Ladies of Illinois State Board. 

Paper — " Affiliation "—Mr. M. L. C. Funkhouser, of Chicago, Vice-President of the Farmer's & 
Merchant's Insurance Co. of Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Paper — "Insurance Companies Before the Courts" — Mr. Ashley Cockerill, Attorney at Law of 

Little Rock, Arkansas. 



SECOND DAY 



MORNING SESSION— 10:00 A. M. 

Paper—" Education of Public Through the Agent "—Mr. C. T. Deatrick, ot Columbus. Ohio, State 
Agent of the Home Insurance Co., of New York. 

Paper — " Quo Vadis" — Mr. Young E. Allison, of Louisville, Kentucky, editor of "Insurance Field," 

Report of Committee on Nomination of Board of Directors. 

Paper—" The Joppa Landing "-Mr. James W. Going, Vice-President and Manager of the Shawnee 
Fire Insurance Company of Topeka, Kansas. 

AFTERNOON SESSION— 2:30 P. M. 

Reports of Obituary Committees. Report of Committee on President's Address. 

Election of Officers for the Ensuing Year. 



PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting of the Fire 

Underwriters' Association of the 

Northwest 



Held at the Auditorium Hotels Chicago, Illinoisy 
October 9th and 10th, 1907 



FIRST DAY 



OPENING SESSION. 



Wednesday, October 9, 1907. 

The Meeting was called to order by President Meeker at 
9:30 A. M. 

Present: N. E. Briggs, Secretary, and the following reg- 
ular members, viz. : 

Abbott W. Sm Bailey Geo. A., Bassett Neal, Bliven Edward, 

Allabach E. W., Baker Roy T., Batchelder G. H., Bliven Waite, 
Alzen Carl A., Baker Thos. Jr., Bell G. H., Blodgett E. E., 

Amonson Louis, Baldwin Dean A.,Benallack Wm. T.,Bloom Nelson A., 
Anderson Chas. H.Ball Geo. H., Benedict Frank M.,Bolling Alfred F., 
Anderson Lew W.,Barber Chas. R., Benedict H. F., Boning Herbert E., 
Andrews C. L., Barclay Melvin E.,Bennett H., Boorn W. C, 

Andrews D. W., Barnes Fred B., Bennett R. M., Bort L. W., 
Arens Geo. A., Barney F. H., Benton W. P., Bowers F. W., 
Arnold F. W., Jr.,Barnum H., Best J. G. S., Brant J. A., 

Atwater Walter E.Barnum Raynolds,Bisbee W. T., Briggs George W., 

Atwood H. F., Barrett D. P., Bishop Edgar W.,Briggs N. E., 
Auerbach B., Basse E. O., Blackwelder I. S.,Brooks John W., 
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Heller George, Jr, 
Herbert Thoa. P., 
Herman W. H., 
Heywood H. B., 
Higbee W. E., 
Higley Chas. W., 
Hllbert Carl E., 
Hildreth L. E., 
Hill W. E., 



Brown Grant R., Diggins A. B., 

Buck Fred. O'L., Dike Henry A., 

Burke F. H., Dillon A. J., 

Bums M. J., Drake Frank M., 

Bush J. B., Drumm W. I., 

Buswell F. C, Duffey B. T., 

Caldwell Charles, Dugan A. G., 

Caldwell J. T., Ebbert Geo. G., 

Calhoun W. B., Eddy H. C, 

Cameron P. F., Eldridge Chas. E.,Hilton J. M., 

Carlisle Henry W.,Ellis Richard B., Hinckley E. H., 

Carpenter J. D., Ely Wm. L., Hitchcock E. M., 

Cartwright C. W.,Engle John R., Hitchcock W. E., 

Carver J. G., Erion Frank L., Bobbins J. N., 

Gate S. E., Espenscheid H. F.,Hoit W. E., 

Cavanagh W. A., Evans A. N., Holtfodt F. R., 

Chamberlin W. 0.,Fargo F. M., Howe H. I., 

Champlin Fred M.,Faymonville W. J.,Hubbard Fred A., 

Chapman E. F., Fisher G. M., Hubbard S. S., 

Chubb William, Fitzgerald John, Hubble J. W., 

Clark Montgomery,Fleming A. W., 

Clark R. C, Fletcher T. R., 

Clarkson H., Fort C. W., 

Claussen Carl, Fowler W. C., 

Clayton H. W., Freeman E. S., 

Cleveland Geo. W.,Friedley H. H.. 

Cloud Jos. A., Funkhouser M.L.CJacobs Wm. F., 

Clutia Carleton E.,Furlong John P., Jewell E. W., 

Coleman Geo. H., Gallagher Thos. E.,Johnson Oliver E., 



Hubble John P., 
Hudler Howard, 
Huflf H. M., 
Huff Winfield S., 
*Hunter R. H., 
Ingram John C, 



Collins B. F., Gilbert C. B., 

Collins U. S., Gill Geo. C, 

Colson H. W., Gilmore B. J., 
Conklin Walter W.,Golden W. E., 



Cook Fred L., 
Cornell H. F., 
Corry C. D., 
Cowles B. K. Jr. 
Cowles C. S., 
Crandall A. A., 
Crandall H. W., 
Criswell B. F., 
Cromer John B., 
Crosley Geo. R., 
Dale John F., 
Dallas W. I., 
Dalton Henry L., 
Dana Francis, 
Daniel Lewis F., 
Daniel Wm. C, 
Daniels W.' H., 
Darlington Hart, 
Davies John E., 
Day L. S., 



Good Chas. W., 
Goodloe T. M., 
Gordon Fred F., 



Johnson Jas. J., 
Jones David E., 
Jones Frank M., 
Jones N. B., 
Joseph James F., 
Julian N. T., 
Keith Chas. A., 



Gordon S. F., Jr..Kelley Chas. A., 



Gordon W. A., 
Gosnell Jos. H., 
Gray J. H., 
Gress A. R.. 
Griffith J. H., 



Kelley W. P. 
Kelsey H. N., 
Kelsey Preston T., 
Kemp O. C, 
Kessberger Geo. P. 



Griffiths J. C, Jr.,*Kidd Chas. D., 



Grim R. W., Kirby J. O'Brien, 

G'rupe A. H., Lasher C. D., 

Haggarty W. J., Law Charles G., 
Hall Theo. D., Lee J. 0., 
Hannan Geo. H., Leisch C. W., 
TTanrahan John, Lent Louis A., 
Haselton F. C, Lerch W. L., 
Hawxhurst M. M., Livingston J. K., 
Hawxhurst W. F., Loudon H. R., 
Hayes J. J., Lovejoy Geo. M., 

De' Roode Holger.Head N. S., Lowe B. J., 

De Witt C. L., ' Hecox Charles L., Luce Fred. B., 
Dean A. F., Heffernan P. J., Lundy F. K., 

Deatrick C. T., Heffley Chas. 0., MacEnaney L. S., 



,,Macfarlane, J. H. 
Main Geo. C, 
Maloney A. A., 
Mann Charles E., 
Mannen Frank A., 
March Geo. K., 
Mariner W. E., 
Marshall John, Jr., 
Marshall James, 
Martin C. C, 
Martin P. B., 
Mather John M., 
Mathews A. C, 
Mavon J. A., 
McAnally F. T., 
McCabe Chas. R., 
McCabe Frank J., 
McCauley Eug. C, 
McCotter C. A., 
McCullough R. G., 
McElhone F. H., 
McGregor P. D., 
Mclntyre Robt. J., 
McMahon G. P., 
McMillan L. S., 
McOmber Fred T., 
MeSween J. F., 
Medbury Robt. F., 
Meeker C. G., 
Meinel F. A., 
Mink Wallace, 
Minty Harry E., 
Monroe A. R., 
Moore M. S., 
Mott Geo. C, 
Munn Clarke J., 
Munn E. V., 
Munns Wm. H. A., 
Murray H. W., 
Murray John M., 
Nelson John H., 
,Neuberger Jno. M., 
Nevins W. S., 
Nolte H. A., 
O'Brien J. W., 
Ockenga R. P., 
Odell R. S., 
Olds A. C, 
dinger E. E., 
Page Wm. E., 
Parsons R. L., 
Paul John B., 
Penfield Fred. S., 
Perry Wilber D., 
Persch C. F., 
Phelps E. S., 
Phillips Frank A., 
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Pierce C. W., Schoen E. M., Sutton J. R., Webster Geo., 

Pinkney A. E., Schreiber Thor., Tallman J. B., Webster W. Dix., 
Powrie, A. F., Schrup N. J., Thatcher H. M., Wehmeyer C. A., 
Rademacher E. A.,Scott Walter, Thomas D. D., Weineck F. L., 
Ragsdale J. C, Sears M. L., Tiflfany H. S., Weiser S. F., 

Ransom Fred W.,Secor Fred C, ToUes Fred. W., Wells David W., 
Rassweiler H. H.,Sellers T. B., Townley W. R., Welpton D. B., 

Raymond M. H. N.,Shepherd John, Tripp S. W., Welpton Frank B., 

Read Gardner, Shoemaker J. M., Tritle F. L., Whipple C. G., 

Redfield G. E., Jr.,Silkworth C. H., Troxell Robert W.,White H. W., 
Reekie Chas. A., Singleton J. P., Underbill E. B., Whitford G. S., 
ReQua Fred N., Smith Dan. T., Upham A. M., Whitlock J. L., 
Reybum Guy H.,*Smith Horace M.,Vail D. F., Whitlock Royal J., 

Reynolds M. A., Smith J. H., Van Ness Bartow,Wiley Geo. L., 

Richards C. M., Smith T. H., Van Valkenburg,Williams Chas. B., 

Richards Guy A., Smith Thos. H., M. W.,Williams Geo. G., 

Riddle J. Irving, Smith R. VV., Vandeventer W. E.,Williams J. W., 
Roberts G. A., Snyder Claude F.,Vernor Frank A.,Wilson C. F., 
Robertson J. W., Sonnen W. J., Virchow John, Windsor J. L., 
Robinson T. A., Spice Horace L., Waddell W. W., Wise Fred T., 
RoUo Wm. F., Stafford John F., Walker H. H., Wise Gus. M., 
Root J. Sherman,Stauffer J. Geo., Wallace J. M., Wisner W. K„ 
Rosborough WattsSteele W. L., Wallace L. S., Woessner H J,. 

Rowland Neal, Stevens D. H., Walling Kelsey L.,Wolflf L. H., 
Russell M. B., Stickney Geo. A.,Walsh Chas. A., Wonn C. G., 
Rye Fred A., Stinson Alfred, Waltersdorff R. F.,Wood C. O., 

Sammis Fred C, Stodghill Wm. M.,Warner L. B., Wood H. N., 
Saunders F. B., Stone John, Warnshuis J. W.,Woodbury Cyrus, 

Sawyer Frank K.,Stone Will A., Warren W. S., Zechlin H. J., 
♦Schafer Fred W.,Stuart H. C Watson Clifford, Zimmer H. M., 

Schmemann Gus., Sullivan J. R., Weaver F. L., Zweig H. M., 

Press represented as follows: 

FRANK L. MINER Underwriters' Review 

T. R. WEDDELL Record-Herald 

C. I. HITCHCOCK Insurance Field 

C. M. CARTWRIGHT Western Underwriters 

B. L. TOMES American Exchange & Review 

R. A. HUNT Insurance Field 

H. C. MARTIN Rough Notes 

The President — 

Gentlemen, I believe the first order of business is the reading 
of the minutes of the last meeting and the roll-call. 

Mr. J. H. Griffith— 

I move that the reading of the minutes of the last meeting be 
dispensed with and that we proceed with the program. 

The motion was duly seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business will be the report of the Board of 
Directors for the year just passed. The report will be read by 
Secretary Briggs. 



12 Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Fire Underwriters' 
Association of the Northwest: 

In presenting for your consideration tKe report of your Board 
of Directors, a brief review of the various meetings held during 
the year will be given as well as of the one held in Chicago, on 
last evening, October 8, 1907. 

The first meeting was held in Chicago on March 26, 1907, 
and presided over by our late President W. L. King. The follow- 
ing members of the Board being present: F. E. Barney, W. E 
Benton, Chas. L. Hecox, F. C. Haselton, Chas. E. Mann, R. S. 
Odell, Geo. E. Redfield, Jr., W. R. Townley, Treas., N. E. Briggs, 
Sec*y. The Library Committee was represented by Jas. F. Joseph, 
Chairman and H. W. Carlisle. 

It was the unanimous wish of your Board of Directors that 
J. L. Cunningham, President of the Glens Falls Insurance Co., 
be transferred from active to honorary membership; also that 
H. E. Palmer of Omaha, now retired from the insurance busi- 
ness be transferred to the honorary list, and that C. S. Hollins- 
head, President of the Union Insurance Co., of Philadelphia be 
enrolled among the honorary members of this Association. 

Upon motion being duly seconded and carried the names of 
Geo. W. Hayes, Jr., of New York City, and J. B. Wharton of 
Jacksonville, 111., were trnnsf erred from active to associate 
membership. 

Moved, seconded and carried that Samuel B. Kennedy and Ira 
Welch be dropped from membership for non-payment of dues. 

The President at this time and subsequently made the follow- 
ing appointments on Memorial Committees : 

On the death of John Howley — J. J. McDonald, Chairman. 

On the death of W. B. Kelley — Chas. L. Hecox, Chairman. 

On the death of H. W. Magill — H. H. Heaford, Chairman. 

On the death of L. F. Margah — D. W. Andrews. Chairman. 

On the death of W. F. McBain — M. H. N. Raymond, Chair- 
man. 

On the death of B. R. McClintock — ^J. F. Joseph, Chairman. 

On the death of Col. Tatnall Paulding — O. C. Kemp, 
Chairman. 

On the death of E. E. Stoner — Jno. B. Cromer, Chairman. 

On the death of W. D. Sutton — S. K. Hatfield, Chairman. 

A second meeting of your Board of Directors was called on 
the 29th of July, by order of Vice-President C. G. Meeker, who 
presided and the following members of the Board were present: 
F. C. Haselton, Chas. L. Hecox, Chas. E. Mann. R. S. Odell, 
W. R. Townley, Treas., and N. E. Briggs, SecV^ and J. F. 
Joseph, Chairman Library Committee. 
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The Board immediately proceeded to elect a President to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of W. L. King, which 
resulted in the unanimous election of Clarence G. Meeker. 

The election of Mr. Meeker creating a vacancy in the office of 
Vice-President, Mr. Frank C. Haselton was elected to till the 
same. And the election ,of Mr. Haselton causing a vacancy in 
the Board of Directors, Mr. James F. Joseph was elected to fill 
this vacancy for the unexpired term. 

Moved by Mr. Hecox and seconded by N. E. Briggs, that a 
Committee from the Board of Directors be appointed by the 
President to formulate resolutions upon the death of our lamented 
President, and these resolutions be spread upon the records of 
the Association. Carried. 

President Meeker then appointed Mr. Jas. F. Joseph, Chair- 
man, with R. S. Odell and W. R. Townley, associates. 

The Secretary was instructed to notify the American Trust 
and Savings Bank of Chicago, of the election of C. G. Meeker 
to the Presidency of the Fire Underwriters' Association of the 
Northwest. 

Moved by Mr. R. S. Odell, seconded by Sec'y Briggs, that 
Mr. Frank C. Haselton be authorized to sign checks with the 
Treasurer in the absence of President Meeker. Carried. 

President Meeker then appointed the following Chairman to 
draft resolutions on death of members which have been announced 
since the meeting of March, 1907: 

Upon the Death of 

President W. L. KING; W. R. Townley, Chairman. 

S. D. Andrus, 
W. E. Page, 
W. E. Higbee, 
A. E. Pinckney, Associates. 

HOWARD A. BLOSSOM; Stephen E. Gate, Chairman. 

F. W. ALEXANDER; John W. Williams, Chairman. 

Jno. H. Gray, 
Gus. M. Wise, 
Frank Ritchie, Associates. 

R. G. McKEAN; I. S. Blackwelder, Chairman. 

Otto E. Greely, 
W. O. Chamberlin, Associates. 

C. B. ROGERS; Col Jno. L. Smith, Chairman. 

Claude F. Snyder, Associate. 

C. L. RUDY; Fred S. Penfield, Chairman. 

BYRON G. STARK; Frank A. Vernor, Chairman. 

W. S. Abbott, 
Thos. H. Smith, 
L. S. McMillan, Associates. 
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ADOLPH LOEB; J. M. Neuberger, Chairman. 

J. L. Whitlock, 



D. J. MATTESON; Edw. Stanbury, Chairman, 

R. S. Odell, 



Holger de Roode, Associates. 

Edw. Stanbury, Chairman. 

R. S. Odell, 

W. R. Townley, Associates. 



The third meeting of your Board of Directors was held in 
Chicago, on September 9, 1907. President C. G. Meeker in the 
Chair. 

Present : Vice-President F. C. Haselton, B. T. Duffey, Chas, 
L. Hecox, Chas. E. Mann, R. S. Odell, Geo. Redfield, Jr., Treas. 
W. R. Townley and Sec'y N. E. Briggs. 

Moved by R. S. Odell, seconded by W. R. Townley, that J. W. 
Vinson of Jerse)rville, 111., be transferred from active to associate 
membership list. Also that Chas. P. Wafford now of Nashville, 
Tenn., who is at present engaged in life insurance be transferred 
from active to associate list. Carried. 

Moved by N. E. Briggs, seconded by F. C. Haselton, that 
Captain R. N. Jessop of Fairfield, 111., be transferred to honorary 
membership. Carried. 

Your Secretary was instructed to send invitations to applicants 
for membership up to and including October 5, 1907. 

Since the above mentioned meeting the President has 
appointed Mr. H. C. Eddy, Chairman of Committee on Resolu- 
tions upon the death of R. B. Carson. 

The annual meeting of your Board of Directors was held in 
Chicago on October 8, 1907, with following named members 
present : 

President Meeker in the Chair; Vice-President, F. C. Hasel- 
ton; Treasurer, W. R. Townlev and Secretary N. E. Briggs; 
F. E. Barney, W. P. Benton, B.'^T. Duflfy, Chas. L. Hecox, J. F. 
Joseph, Chas. E. Mann, R. S. Odell, George E. Redfield, Jr. 

Moved by W. R. Townley, seconded by J. F. Joseph and 
carried, and your Board of Directors would so recommend that 
the following resignations be accepted : 

John W. Baker, D. W. Burrows. Edward A. Davis, John R. 
Hall, Geo. W. Hayes, Jr., Joseph G. Hubbell, Fred H. Jones, 
S. H. Lockett, Frank Mauritzius, U. H. Sikkema, Carl H. Smith, 
W. H. C. Woodhurst. 

Your Board of Directors would also recommend that the 
following names be dropped from membership for the non- 
payment of dues : 
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I. M. Chrissinger, Chicago, Special Agent Ohio Millers Nat'l 
Ins. Co. 

G. D. Corliss, New York, N. Y., Underwriters Agency. 

B. B. Dow, South Haven, Mich. 

T. J. Errett, St. Paul, Minn., Special Agent Fire Assn. 
H. E. Everett, Detroit, Special Agent Mich. F. & M. Ins. Co. 
W. T. Braun, Chicago, Asst. Mgr. Delaware & Reliance 
Insurance Co. 

R. H. Garrigue, Salt Lake, Adjuster. 

H. H. Hershey, Chicago, Inspector. 

Sam'l B. Kennedy, Louisville, Ky., Special Agent Westchester. 

J. C. Rothier, Cincinnati, O., Special Agent Lond & Lane. 

R. S. Sayres, Wilmington, Ohio. 

Theo. Schnitzler, Milwaukee, Special Agent Phenix, N. Y. 

H. R. Wilson, Chicago, Special Agent Milwaukee Fire Ins. Co. 

Ira Welch. 

C. A. Moore, Des Moines, Special Agent Hanover. 

R. B. Moore, Columbus, O., Special Agent Phenix, N. Y. 

Fred P. Maus, Pekin, 111. 

Louis H. Schweer, Cincinnati, Supt. Agency Firemens, Balti- 
more. 

Moved by R. S. Odell, seconded by F. C. Haselton, that it be 
the sense of this meeting, and your board of directors would so 
recommend, that we procure a room, or rooms and that they be 
fitted up and equipped with proper conveniences as a home for 
this Association, that it be placed in charge of some competent 
person who is also to be custodian of our Library which will con- 
stitute the most important part of the home or headquarters for 
members of this Association. Carried. 

Your board of directors recommend that Article 3, Section 4, 
of the By-laws of the Association be amended by eliminating the 
word "the'' in the second line, and changing the word "year" to 
years, and in the sixth line that the following words be added 
after the word reinstated, "By payment of all arrearages and," 
The amended section will then read : "Section 4. If. at the time 
of any Annual Meeting, any member active or associate, shall be 
in arrears for dues for preceding years, such arrearages must be 
paid, together with the assessment then due, before he is entitled 
to admission ; and any member, active or associate, who shall be 
in arrears 60 days for the two preceeding years, shall be dropped 
from the rolls. Members so dropped can only be reinstated by 
pa)nment of all arrearages and by new application as active 
members. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 

N. E. BRIGGS, Secretary. 
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The President — 

Gentlemen, you have heard the report of the Meeting of the 
Board of Directors held last night as read by Secretary Briggs. 
What is your pleasure ? 

Mr. R. S. Odell— 

I move that the report of the Meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors be approved and the recommendations adopted. This does 
not apply to the change in by-laws, however, as that cannot be 
voted on till next year. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Townley and carried. 

The President — * 

The next order of business is the report of the Library Com- 
mittee of which Mr. James F. Joseph is Chairman. Will 
Mr. Joseph kindly give us his report? 

Mr. Haselton — 

Mr. President, as Mr. Joseph is not in the room I will simply 
state that I know the Library Committee wish to ask for a little 
more time in which to report. They were ready, but the resolu- 
tions read from the Report of the Board of Directors has some- 
what changed their views and thev want to revise their report a 
little. 

The President — 

I think we can grant that and call it up at any time they wish 
to report. 

The next order of business will be the report of the 
Secretary. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

Membership at convening of 1906 meeting 716 

New members admitted 56 

Total 772 

Deaths since 1906 meeting 19 

Resigned 12 

Dropped 18 49 

Present membership 723 

Membership Composed of — 

Associate 18 

Honorary 10 

Active 686 

723 
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The President — 

Gentlemen, you have heard the report of the Secretary, what 
shall we do with it? 

Mr. Cyrus Woodbury — 

I move that the report be received and filed. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the report of the Treasurer — one 
of the most important reports of all — and it will be given us by 
Mr. W. R. Townley whom it is unnecessary to introduce to you. 
He is probably one of the greatest financial curiosities in the 
world. Take a good look at him when he gets up here. He 
dosen't say much, but he has a happy way of getting the "mon.'' 

Mr. Townley — 

A financial freak is what I call a man who is always 
accumulating money for other people and is dead broke himself. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 
Balance on hand October 3d, 1907 $6,052.04 

RECEIPTS. 

Dues 1903 $ 5.00 

Dues 1904 5.00 

Dues 1905 97.50 

Dues 1906 2,957.50 

New members 336.00 

Sales of proceedings 2.75 

Interest on deposits 123. 11 3,526.86 

$9>578.90 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Rent 516.66 

Salary of Secretary 350.00 

Salary of Treasurer 350.00 

Expended by Secretary and Treasurer for 

Stenographic and other assistance. . . 9S-00 

Printing proceedings, etc 808.34 

Reporting proceedings 7500 

Postage, express and exchange 129.91 

President's Expenses 200.00 

Miscellaneous items of Expense 71.63 2.596.54 

Balance on deposit in American Trust & 

Savings Bank $6,982.36 

Examined and found correct. 

R. S. ODELL, 

F. C. HASELTON, 

CHAS. E. MANN. Finance Committee. 
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Brought Forward. 

Belonging to General Fund of Association $6199.04 

Belonging to Library Fund 783.32 

$6982.36 

THE AMERICAN TRUST & SAVINGS BANK. 

Chicago, October 7th, 1907. 
Mr. W. R. Townley, Treasurer, Fire Underwriters Assn. of 
the Northwest, Chicago. 

Dear Sir: — ^We beg to certify that at the close of business 
to-day we have on our books to the credit of the Fire Under- 
writers Association of the Northwest the sum of Six thousand, 
nine hundred eighty-two dollars and thirty-six cents ($6,982.36), 
divided, as follows : 

In checking account $ 129.86 

In savings account 6,852.50 

$6,982.36 
Yours very truly, 

JOHN JAY ABBOTT, 

Vice-President. 
The President — 

Gentlemen, you have heard the report of the Treasurer, what 
is your pleasure.? 

Mr. S. E. Gate— 

I move that it be approved and accepted. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the election of new members. 
The Secretary will read the names of applicants for membership 
which he has on file. 

The Secretary then presented the following names of appli- 
cants for membership. 

W. F. Abbey, Decorah, la., State Agent, North Western Fire & Marine 

Ins. Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
C. Lee Abell, Buffalo, N. Y., Sec. Union Fire Ins. Co., Buffalo, New York. 
Fred W. Andrews, Detroit, Mich., Special Agent, Detroit Fire and 

Marine Ins. Co. 
L. P. Appelman, 1529 Lawrence St., Denver, Colo., State Agent, 

Delaware and Reliance Ins. Co. 
J. A. Bawden, Chicago, Special Agent, Northwestern National, 
-*■ Milwaukee. 
W. A. Bauman, Winona, Minnesota, State Agent, Michigan Commercial 

Ins. Co. 
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John R. Brown, Rockford, 111., Special Agent, Ins. Co., State of Illinois. 
Roger E. Browne, Fargo, N. D., Special Agent, Liverpool and London 

and Globe Ins. Co. 
David Caldwell, Louisville, Ky., Special Agent, Insurance Co., North 

America . 
Chas. H. Carter, Oklahoma City, Okla., State Agent, Hanover 

Insurance Co. 
E. W. Case, Chicago, 205 LaSalle St., Special Agent, Liverpool and 

London and Globe Ins. Co. 
Robt. M. Cunningham, Chicago, General Agent, German- American 

Ins. Co., Baltimore, German Union Ins. Co., Baltimore. 
Frank Damkoehler, Milwaukee, Wis., Secretary Concordia Ins. Co. 
Chas. W. Davis, Chicago, Special Agent, St. Louis Fire Ins. Co. 
A. H. Dinning, Chicago, 171 La Salle St., Special Agent, Walla Walla 

Fire Ins. Co. 
John Dreihs, Chicago, 159 La Salle St., Special Agent, Metropolitan 

Ins. Co. 
J. C. Delaney, Perry, Okla., Special Agent, Sun Fire Office. 
Geo. Essig, Chicago, Secretary, Metropolitan Insurance Co., Chicago. 
W. M. Frink, Decatur, 111., Special Agent, Security Insurance Co., 

New Haven, Conn., 
O. H. Graham, Des Moines, la.. Special Agent, Des Moines Ins. Co. 
Wm. A. Graham, Omaha, Neb., Special Agent, Germania Ins. Co., 

New York. 

E. H. Goodman, 411 Ware Blk., Omaha, Special Agent, Northern 

Assurance Co., England. 
A. W. Haight, Chicago, Secretary, Calumet Fire Ins. Co. 
Frank J. Haskell, Omaha, Neb., Special Agent, State Ins. Co., Neb. 
Harry G. Hoffman, Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, General Agent, Dixie & 

North State Insurance Co. 
Geo. W. Holton, Des Moines, Iowa, State Agent, Phoenix Insurance 

Co., Conn. 
Frank E. Ha thorn, Des Moines, Iowa, State Agent, Hanover Ins. Co. 
R. F. Howe, Lincoln, Neb., Inspector, Lincoln Inspection Bureau. 
Lee J. Hamlin, Omaha, Neb., 301 Merchants National Bank Building, 

Special Agent, Home Ins. Co., New York. 
Henry James Hubble, Rockford, 111., Inspector. 
Wm. P. Hug, Milwaukee, Wis., Special Agent, Liverpool & London & 

Globe Ins. Co. 
J. R. Hyde, Woodstock, 111., State Agent, Dubuque Fire and Marine 

Insurance Co., Dubuque, Iowa. 

F. S. Hoskins, Cleveland, 6., 401 Citizens Bldg., Manager Home Ins. 

Co., of N. Y. 
R. C. Hosmer, Chicago, Sp'l Ag't & Adjuster, Shawnee Fire Ins. Co. 
W. C. Hughes, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Sup't Ag'c's, Concordia Ins. Co. 
H. H. Ingalls, Chicago, 153 LaSalle St., Special Agent, W^illiamsburgh 

City Ins. Co. 
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J. Floyd Irish, Hammond, Indiana, Inspector. 

Frank H. Jones, Springfield, Ills., Special Agent, iEtna Insurance Co. 

S. J. Johnson Jr., Chicago, 171 La Salle St., Special Agent, Western 

Factory Insurance Association. 
A. W. Jones, Columbus, Ohio, Special Agent, New Hampshire 

Insurance Co. 
W. H. King, Chicago, 159 La Salle St., Special Agent Georgia Home 

Insurance Co. 
John E. Knapp, Jacksonville, 111., Special Agent, Liverpool and London 

and Globe Ins. Co. 
H. E. G. Kemp, Oshkosh, Wis., Special Agent, The Camden Fire 

Insurance Association. 
Chas. W. Krueger, Omaha, Neb., Special Agent, New Hampshire 

Insurance Co. 
Edwin A. Keeler, Columbus, Ohio, 207-32 N. High St., Special Agent, 

Farmers and Merchants Ins. Co., Lincoln, Neb. 
C. B. Koett, Ottumwa, la.. Special Agent, Hamburg Bremen 

Insurance Co. 
Howard V. Luce, Lansing, Mich., Special Agent, Sun Fire Office. 
Louis L. Law, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 516 N. Y. Life Bldg., Special 

Agent, Firemen's Fund Ins. Co. 
S. M. LaRose, Chicago, 159 La Salle St., Special Agent, N. Y. Under- 
writers Agency. 

C. D. Mullen, Omaha, Neb., Secretary Columbus Fire Ins. Co. 

Omaha, Neb. 
Henry P. Magill, Chicago, 184 LaSalle St., General Agent, Louisville 

Ins. Co. 
R. D. Machan, Indianapolis, Ind., 128 E. Market St., Special Agent, 

Michigan Commercial Ins. Co. 
Riddell Miles, Toledo, Ohio, Secretary The Ohio German Fire Ins. 

Co. Toledo, Ohio. 
James M. Moran, Chicago, 275 S. Western Ave., Special Agent, 

National Union Insurance Co., Pittsburg. 

D. C. Morgan, Columbus, Ohio, 811 Brunson Building, Special Agent, 

Rochester German Insurance Co. 
W. E. McCuUough, Free Press Building, Milwaukee, Wis., State Agent. 

Rochester German and Delaware & Reliance Insurance Cos. 
Robt. K. Meeker, Indianapolis, Ind., Special Agent, German Insurance 

Co., Pittsburg. 
J. F. Norse, Chicago, 189 La Salle St. and 159 Calumet Building, 

Special Agent, Northwestern National Insurance Co., Milwaukee. 
Fred D. Prentice, Toledo, Ohio, Secretary, Ohio German Fire Ins. Co., 

Toledo, Ohio. 
F. M. Rice, Des Moines, la.. Superintendent Agencies, Des Moines 

Fire Ins. Co. 
W. L. Reilly, Evansville, Ind., Inspector, Evansville Fire Inspection 

Bureau. 
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H. H. Rimington, Philadelphia, 425 Walnut St., Managing Under- 
writer, The Jefferson Fire Ins. Co., of Buffalo, N. Y. 
G. A. Roberts, Milwaukee, 77 Michigan St., 

D. A. Rudy, Indianapolis, Ind., Adjuster. 

Frand L. Stabler, Minneapolis, Minnesota, State Agent, North British, 

and Mercantile Ins. Co. 
John A. Scheib, Indianapolis, Ind., 10 E. Market St., Special Agent, 

Western Insurance Co. Pittsburg. 
Ed. H. Smith, Cedar Rapids, la., Secretary Farmers' Insurance Co. 

Cedar Rapids, la. 
Geo. W. Stuck, Peoria, 111., State Agent, American Ins. Co., New York. 
Geo. B. Sedgwick, Milwaukee, Wis., Special Agent, Pierce and Sage, 

General Agents. 

E. M. Sellers, Indianapolis, Ind., Inspector, Indiana Inspection Bureau. 
Walter R. Spencer, Indianapolis, Ind., Special Agent, Commerce Ins. 

Co., Albany, New York. 
Everett T. Tanner, Paris, 111., Special Agent, The Jefferson Fire Ins. Co. 
Chas. R. Watson, Secretary Eagle Fire Ins. Co., New York. 
Geo. T. Wilson, Dayton, Ohio, Special Agent, German Ins. Co. 

Pittsburg, Penn. 
P. P. Whipple, Chicago, 195 La Salle St., Special Agent, Dixie Fire 

Ins. Co. 
B. B. Weed, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 422 N. Y. Life Bldg. Special 

Agent, Orient Ins. Co. 
Wm. Wright, Jefferson, Wis., P. O. Box 63, Special Agent, Peoples 

National Ins. Co. 
Gustave Wollager, Jr., Milwaukee, Wis., V. P. Concordia Ins. Co. 
Wm. Wilkinson, Des Moines, la.. Special Agent and Adjuster, 

Shawnee Fire Ins. Co., Topeka, Kan. 
J. C. Wharton, Cincinnati, Ohio, 707 Traction Bldg., Special Agent, 

Sun Fire Office. 

The President — 

You have heard the names of applicants for membership in 
the Association as read by Mr. Briggs ; what action do you wish 
taken regarding them ? 

Mr. Frank A. Vernor — 

I move that the Secretary be instructed to cast the unanimous 
ballot of the Association admitting them to membership. 
Motion seconded and carried. 

The President — 

Gentlemen of the Association : I believe that this closes our 
regular business. Before the President's address I wish to state 
that unfortunately, and much to our regret, we have been plunged 
into a great sorrow, and I have appointed a special committee for 
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that purpose on the death of our beloved president, W. L. King, 
of which Mr. Townley is Chairman. Mr. W. E. Higbee will 
read the report of that Committee. 

Mr. Higbee — 

Gentlemen and Members of the Fire Underwriters' 
Association of the Northwest : 

For the first time in our history Death has invaded the highest 
office in this Association, and we meet with heads bowed never 
so deeply in sorrow for our greatest loss — ^the loss of a beloved 
President. One year ago we crowned him with our richest laurel 
wreath and amid shouts and hand-clappings proclaimed him 
President. Our g^eat happiness was short, although our grief is 
softened, in that he lived to know in what esteem he was held by 
all of us. No man ever deserved more of his fellows than Wil- 
liam L. King, and when we come to record his services to this 
body, we realize the broad scope of his influence as well as its 
lasting effect upon our material existence. In the up-building of 
the Association, he was an important factor and in the effective 
work of it's Committees he was ever prominent. When we had 
attained that sturdy growth which demanded new laws for our 
government, he was promptly chosen as Chairman of the Revision 
Committee. The present Constitution and By-laws under which 
we operate, were printed from the drafts prepared by him and 
were adopted without amendment by the Association in con- 
vention assembled. But the work that will ultimately stand as 
the greatest monument to his memory, is our library. He gloried 
in its growth and cherished the fondest hopes for its future 
use and extension. His grasp of the technical end of our 
business and his acquaintance with the text books of those 
collateral arts and sciences that in our modern out-reachings 
are of inestimable value to the student, made it easy 
for him to lead where many of us could but blindly 
follow. A master mind was his, possessing all that masculine 
force that is essential to success, but touched with a gentleness 
that created no enmities and caused no jealousies. In calling him 
to the high office which he filled, the members of this Association 
but recognized the mentality and character that ever should be 
the standard controlling the selection of its President. His strong 
mental and moral powers are best testified in his rapid rise from 
the Local Agency ranks to that of Manager. 

Nothing more fitting can be added to this brief testimonial 
than the tribute which he very lovingly paid to the memory of 
one of our fellow members who preceded him to his rest : 

"As one day expands into another with its clearer vision, its 
higher aspirations and its larger duties, so may we think of his 
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life as still yielding richer and diviner fruitage as still continuing 
*in minds made better by his presence'." 

William L. King, the 37th President of the Fire Underwriters 
Association of the Northwest, was bom at Brillion, Calumet 
County, Wisconsin, April 5, 1857. At the age of ten years he, 
with his parents, removed to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, in which city 
he received his education. For a couple of years he taught school, 
then came to Chicago and for about three years was bookkeeper 
in a large hardware store on Lake St. This evidently, was not to 
his liking, for the next we hear of him he was located in Fargo, 
N. D., in the grocery business and this he followed until the year 
1883 when he removed to Lisbon, N. D., and after a brief expe- 
rience with a local newspaper, embarked in the fire insurance 
business as a Local Agent, his first commission bearing date Nov. 
I, 1883. He remained there for about two years and then moved 
to Huron, S. D., where he engaged in the same line of work and 
continued in it until 1889, when he received an appointment as 
Special Agent for the Springfield F. & M. Insurance Co. for 
North and South Dakota. In 1890 he became Special Agent for 
the American Central Insurance Co. of St. Louis for the North- 
west. Two years after that he went to the New York Under- 
writers as Special Agent for the states of Wisconsin and Iowa. 

While engaged in business at Huron, S. D., he was married 
to Miss Harriet Lucas of Hudson, Wis., the marriage taking 
place on December 10, 1886. 

Mr. King had found the insurance business to be the one 
carved out for him to follow and he displayed such marked 
ability and aptitude for it and he made so many warm friends in 
the territory he had covered as Special Agent, it seemed only a 
question of time when he would be called to a higher sphere in 
the insurance world. This proved to be the case, for in 1896 he 
received and accepted a call from the Western Department of the 
Continental Insurance Co. of New York to act as Examiner, and 
agfain in 1899 we find him occupying a similar position with the 
National Fire Insurance Co. of Hartford in its General Western 
Office in this city. These appointments gave him additional im- 
petus to positions higher up in the scale, as we find him in 190T 
Assistant Manager of the Queen Insurance Co. for its Western 
Department and on October i, 1904, he became the Manag^er of 
the Western Department of the Providence-Washington Insur- 
ance Co., which position he held up to the day of his death, July 
19, 1907. 

Mr. Kingf was a Mason and a member of the Union League 
and Press Clubs of this city. He was a most lovable associate : 
kind and considerate to those under him; ever ready to discuss 
with the members of his staff, any topic pertaining to the business, 
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no matter how trivial or how important. He was endowed with 
rare literary attainments, was an able writer, and contributed 
many notable articles to the Insurance Press and other periodicals. 
He invariably looked on the bright side of life and would not per- 
mit his mind to be disturbed in any way by matters coming up in 
the course of business, which to others woujd have been a source 
of much discomfort and annoyance. 

No man ever knew William L. King to do an act which did not 
have the approval of a conscience as clear and void of reproach 
as that of any child. To those who knew him best, he was 
a wholesome, noble man in every resp)ect, a desirable boon com- 
panion in the very highest sense; an up-lifter, an up-builder of 
character; a helpful man to know and be associated with. His 
loss to the profession of his choice will be long and keenly felt. 
His widow and his sons will never find his place in their lives 
filled, whatever after years may bring to them, but theirs is the 
glorious consolation of knowing that because of his life there can 
be naught of fear or misgiving in his death. Calm in the 
consciousness of every duty to his God and fellow man having 
been fully and singly performed, he could smilingly say in the 
moment of his dissolution: 
"Oh death, where is thy sting ! Oh grave, where is thy victory." 

His presence, his masterful address, his witticisms and sunny 
smile will be greatly missed from this meeting. May his example 
be a support and a guide to all of us; an inspiration to do our 
part as well. Let us leave his grave thankful that he lived, 
rejoicing that all is well with him. 

Death takes us by surprise, 
And stays our hurrying feet; 
The great design unfinished lies, 
Our lives are incomplete. 

But in the dark unknown 
Perfect their circles seem, 
Even as a bridge's arch of stone 
Is rounded in the stream. 

Alike are life and death. 
When life in death survives, 
Anl the uninterrupted breath 
Inspires a thousand lives. 

Were a star quenched on high, 

For ages would its light, 

Still traveling downward from the sky, 

Shine on our mortal sight. 
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So when a great man dies, 

For years beyond our ken, 

The light he leaves behind him lies 

Upon the paths of men. 

W. R. TOWNLEY. 
W. E. HIGBEE, 
W. E. PAGE, 
S. D. ANDREWS, 
A. E. PINCKNEY, 

Committee. 

The President — 

You have heard the report gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 

Mr. F. C. Haselton— 

I would move, Mr. President, that the report of the committee 
on the death of our late president, Mr. W. L. King, be adopted 
by a rising vote and that the same be incorporated in the proceed- 
ings of the Meeting of this Association, and that a suitable mem- 
orial be engrossed and presented to the widow and family of 
Mr. King. 

Mr. H. N. Wood- 
Mr. President, it seems to me that the report is one of the most 
beautiful tributes of a man's character that I have ever heard. 
The report itself carries that without any comment from me. My 
personal acquaintance with the subject of the memorial would 
prohibit my undertaking to discuss it. But it occurs to me that 
the heart of each and every one of us will certainly rise to extend 
the thanks of this body to the committee for the beautiful tribute 
which they have furnished us, and I think the motion just made 
might be amended to include the thanks of this Association to the 
committee for the beautiful tribute which they have prepared and 
given us, and which a very few of us could have done ourselves. 

The President — 

You have heard the motion gentlemen, and the timely 
remarks made by Mr. H. N. Wood. What is your pleasure in 
the premises ? 

Motion seconded and carried by rising vote. 

The President — 

Will the Vice-President now take the chair while the 
President delivers his address? 

Mr. F. C. Haselton, Vice-President, here takes the chair. 
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The President: 
Ladies, Gentleman of the Fire Underwriters* Association 
OF the Northwest : 

Our guests, to whom are extended the privileges of the floor, 
and Members of the Press, I welcome you to this, our thirty- 
eighth annual meeting. 

I am here to-day from force of circumstances and not from 
choice. These circumstances are as well known to you as to me, 
I would that they were different and that your programme might 
have been perfected and carried out by him whom you selected, 
and who was so admirably fitted for the honor, but Providence 
has ruled otherwise, and we must submit to the inevitable. 

I am here to fulfill a promise which I made you from this 
platform one year ago when you elected me your Vice-President, 
— in effect, that I would do all in my power to assist President 
King in the preparation and presentation of his programme to 
your Association. I little anticipated at that time what that 
promise meant, but after the shock and the sorrow resulting from 
the death of President King, a realization of my promises, my 
obligations and my duties came to me with stunning force. The 
weight of responsibility devolving upon me in the short time 
alloted seemed greater than I could bear, and clouds of appre- 
hension as to my ability hung over me, but the sunlight of trust 
and confidence as expressed personally and by letters from loyal 
friends, soon broke forth. To those who have thus expressed 
themselves I feel the deepest gratitude, and no less to those who 
have not, as I believe their silence bespeaks confidence. With 
these assurances, and the able assistance of a most admirable 
Board of Directors, I have been able to prepare what I believe 
will be a very acceptable programme. 

Of him we all loved, and who has left us, I wish to speak : 

William L. King was a distinctive character ; he was the soul 
of honor; the study of his profession was most intense; no 
problem or condition of the business was too difficult for him to 
undertake, and he accomplished that which he undertook With 
his years of diligence, reflection and practical application, he 
came to you fully equipped for the most honored position you 
could have conferred upon him. He was unassuming, even 
retiring in his disposition, and the most intimate personal associa- 
tion with him was necessary to fully appreciate his true worth. 
He has fo^- many years been most closely allied with this Asso- 
ciation, serving upon its most important committees, and his loss 
seems irreparable. He was an ideal friend, co-worker and com- 
panion. We loved him. "He had not passed on life's highway 
the stone that marks the highest point, but, being weary for a 
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moment, he lay down by the wayside and, using his burden for 
a pillow, fell into that dreamless sleep that kisses down his eye- 
lids still. While yet in love with life, and raptured with the 
world, he passed to silence and pathetic dust." 

"Brothers! — The music of the sound 
Breathes softly through my closing strain; 
The floor we tread is holy ground. 
Those gentle spirits hovering round. 
While our fair circle joins again 
Its broken chain." 

In this chain of friendship, forged thirty-eight years ago, 
there are many broken links. During the past year nineteen of 
our brothers have passed to that bourne from which no traveler 
returns. It has ever been the custom, and it is fitting and proper, 
that a committee be appointed to present a memorial to each of 
our departed members. I have, therefore, in anticipation of this 
precedent, appointed committees, with chairmen as follows : 

F. W. Alexander^ Jno. W. Williams, Chairman. 
Howard A. Blossom, Stephen E. Cate, Chairman. 
John Howley, J. J. McDonald, Chairman. 
Wm. B. Kelley, Chas. L. Hecox, Chairman. 
W. L. King, W. R. Townley, Chairman. 
Adolph Loeb, J. M. Neuberger, Chairman. 
H. W. Magiu., H. H. Heaford, Chairman. 
L. F. Margah, D. W. Andrews, Chairman. 
David Matteson, Ed. Stanberry, Chairman. 
W. Fred McBain, M. H. N. Raymond, Chairman. 

B. R. McClintock, J. F. Joseph, Chairman. 
R. G. McKean, I. S. Blackwelder, Chairman. 
Tatnall Paulding, O. C. Kemp, Chairman. 

C. B. Rogers, Jno. L. Smith, Chairman. 
C. L. Rudy, Fred S. Penfield, Chairman. 
Byron G. Stark, Frank G. Row, Chairman. 
E. E. Stoner, Jno. B. Cromer, Chairman. 
W. D. Sutton, S. K. Hatfield, Chairman. 
R. B. Carson, H. C. Eddy, Chairman. 

I trust that these resolutions have been prepared and will be 
presented to you at the afternoon session of the second day of 
this meeting. 

Let us hope and trust that all of our departed members are 
safe and happy within that portal of eternal rest ! 

Our library is in practically the same condition it was one year 
ago, except that it has been removed to less commodious quarters, 
and the rent and expense somewhat reduced. I do not know that 
any new volumes have been added, nor any additional expense 
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incurred in the way of a custodian in order that the volumes we 
have on hand might be circulated among the members by mail, 
as prescribed in the by-laws. Something has been accomplished 
by our worthy Secretary in the way of classifying the volumes, 
and we can now more readily find what we want, but his multi- 
tudinous duties have made it impossible for him to perfect his 
work. Let me add that, in my opinion, our library will never 
be an educator for our members without the expenditure of at 
least three thousand dollars per year for a capable custodian and 
suitable rooms, and the addition of new works and periodicals on 
insurance, to keep pace with the business, and then it is proble- 
matical. As our membership covers so large a territory it would 
be necessary for any member who wished a certain volume, to 
have it sent him by mail, to be returned at a specified time, as is 
also provided for in the by-laws, and this was no doubt contem- 
plated by the original library committee. For the reasons that our 
library is not kept up to standard, and our members cannot readily 
avail themselves of its contents, I have no hesitancy in saying 
that it is not a success. I leave its future to the action of this 
association. 

The organizers and incorporators of this Association, com- 
posed of the most talented and honored men in the business at that 
time, — those men whom ^ve. as the younger branch of the profes- 
sion honored for their stealing worth, ability and honesty, whose 
opinions and advice were so often asked and so freely given, — 
had in mind as their main object, no doubt, the fraternizing and 
cementing into one bond of brotherhood the representatives of all 
companies, that they might meet each year and in a frank and 
businesslike manner discuss their differences, if any; give their 
experiences, and counsel together for the betterment of the 
general business. 

That this organization has "exceeded their fondest hopes" in 
point of membership and importance, no one can controvert. That 
we have not fully met their expectations in some ways, and that 
we have surpassed them in others, is not strange. 

As for myself, I can sav that I never fully realized the good 
that has been accomplished until I examined the records of past 
meetings. I had an ambition to write something new, and to 
write it strictly along insurance lines, but in looking over the 
most excellent articles that have been submitted here from time 
to time, I found that the ground has been very thorous'hlv 
covered by experts, and that this association has a fund of infor- 
mation that is invaluable. In my judgment, no manager's or 
soecial agent's librarv is complete without a set of our Annual 
Reports, as they very fully cover the theoretical, legal and 
practical subjects of our business, and if condensed and published 
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in suitable form for circulation, would be of incalcuable value to 
the insurance world. 

The conditions in different localities and states are so varied, 
owing to special legislation and different ideas of management, 
that it seems necessary at this time that these subjects be taken 
up by local organizations of each state, rather than by a general 
association of this character. It would seem that if some uni- 
versal system in this country could be perfected, whereby a uni- 
form policy (made statutory) could be used, and a uniform and 
equitable system of rates, commissions and practices inaugurated 
that would be impartial to all of the people, all of the time, the 
fire insurance business might be handled as satisfactorily as some 
of the other great lines of business. Possibly this means Govern- 
ment Supervision, and that would not appear objectionable 
providing the different states would relinquish or repeal many of 
their existing laws, so that the burden of taxation assessed upon 
the companies might be less burdensome to the public, who must 
pay it all. 

President Roosevelt, in a recent address, made reference to the 
widely diverging laws of the various states as relating to corpo- 
rations doing interstate business, of direct interest to the entire 
country. This reference was, no doubt, with the idea that a uni- 
versal law governing each industry throughout the entire country 
would be of inestimable value to corporations, as well as to the 
people as a whole. Although there are many decisions from the 
courts that an insurance policy is not an article of commerce 
within the meaning of the Interstate Commerce Laws, yet being 
closely allied, as it is, with all great commercial interests and 
manufacturing industries, — in fact, the foundation of credit, — it 
would seem that there is no other business where the President's 
theories could be more properly applied than to fire insurance. 

If this Association could be instrumental in bringing about 
some system that would do away with the necessity of local asso- 
ciations and the innumerable adjuncts which add to the expense, 
and could evolve some plan that would overcome the tendency 
of the various states to enact adverse legislation and pass 
retaliatory laws, it would accomplish a great work. 

On the subject of co-operation so much has been said that it 
seems almost unnecessary for me to touch upon it. The success 
of the companies and the interest of the public demand it, — the 
companies that the investment of capital by the stockholders may 
be safe-guarded, and the public that their contribution in the way 
of reserves and net surplus may be secured for their protection 
and not wasted in selfish and inexcusable competition. Co-opera- 
tion that co-operates is the life of our business. This should be 
the key-note, and to you I leave the application. 
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It may not come under this head to comment on large lines 
on manufacturing plants in the smaller cities which are written 
by agents in the larger cities. They get control of these lines 
and ask the local agents to do the necessary work and write 
the policies for a divided commission. The local agent considers 
that a halt loaf is better than no loaf at all, and although he feels 
degraded in the act, he gracefully but reluctantly submits. This 
lowers the standing of the local agent and is certainly very 
detrimental to the general business. 

I do not desire to recall specifically the many disasters through 
which the insurance companies have recently passed, but I do 
want to say a word in praise of the gallant action of the stock- 
holder^, who necessarily bore the brunt of battle and who, in most 
cases, met the crises with that undaunted courage, heroism and 
honor which makes the insurance business stand out boldly in a 
class by itself. 

The fire waste in this country is appalling and unnatural, even 
in an ordinary year, not taking into account serious conflagrations 
or calamities. It is unnecesary and would be superfluous for me 
to give statistics or enter into elaborate detail as to causes. Emi- 
nent writers have given us valuable works on the cause and pre- 
vention of fires. With this general information, and the 
exhaustive studies that fire insurance interests have made, and the 
schooling that the general public has received along these lines, 
it would seem that the loss ratio might be reduced to a reason- 
able basis. To me, — and I say this wholly on my own respon- 
sibility, — the paramount reasons that add the greatest percentage 
to the loss ratio, and for which the companies have largely them- 
selves to blame, are OVER INSURANCE and the TOO HASTY 
disposition to adjust their claims and pay them in full. They seem 
to lose sight of the word INDEMNITY, for they not only 
indemnify the claimant, but in many instances he realizes a 
handsome profit. 

It seems, that the sale of property over the "FULL VALLTE, 
loo CENTS ON THE DOLLAR" route is the quickest and most 
profitable way that one doing an unproHtable business, or who 
wants to get out oi business, can realize the full value, and often 
in excess of the full value, of what his property is worth. 

But I cannot discuss this matter further, and can only hope 
that at no distant day we shall have some means for the thorough 
investigation of suspicious fires in every state, a limitation clause 
in a uniform, standard and statutory policy requiring the assured 
to suffer a percentage of his own loss, and that over-insurance will 
be unknown. 
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"Deal gently with us, ye who read. 
Our largest hope is unfulfilled, — 
The promise still outruns the deed, — 
The tower, but not the spire, we build. 

"Our whitest pearl we never find; 
Our ripest fruit we never reach; 
The flowering moments of the mind 
Drop half their petals in our speech." 

Mr. Haselton — 

Gentlemen, you have heard the very interesting address of 
your president, what is your pleasure regarding it ? 

Mr. S. E. Gate— 

It has been most pleasing and interesting Mr. Vice-President 
to listen to the Address of the President, and I think that the 
Association has been most fortunate in having a man who could 
so ably step into shoes left vacant by another, and do himself 
as well as the Association proud. And I move you, Mr. Ghairman, 
that the President's Address be referred to a committee of five 
in accordance with the usual custom — the committee to be 
selected by the chair. 

Motion duly seconded and carried. 

Mr. Haselton — 

I will name as that committee : 

Mr. J. V. Thomas, Ghicago, Illinois. 

Mr. John Gromer, Indianapolis, Indiana, 

Mr. Jas. G. S. Best, Ghicago, Illinois, 

Mr. W. E. Golden, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and 

Mr. Ed. Bliven, Ghicago, Illinois. 

Will the gentlemen kindly assume the proposition. 

President resumes chair. 

The President 

Ladies and Gentlemen : The gentleman who has consented to 
deliver to this Association the Annual Address, is a national 
character. He is one of the foremost insurance commissioners of 
the United States and one of its leading citizens, of great 
influence and popularity in the grand state from which he comes — 
that state which is noted for its national presidents and president- 
makers. 

It is indeed a great compliment to this body that he has con- 
sented to be with and address us to-day. I can assure you that 
his subject — "The policy-holder, The Company, the Department, 
the Law," be not only very entertaining but instructive and 
satisfying to all. 
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I have the honor of introducing to you the Honorable A. I. 
Vorys, Superintendent of Insurance of the State of Ohio. 
(Applause). 

Mr. A. I. Vorys — 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

I noticed that the Treasurer in his detailed report stated that 
he had received $2.75 for the sale of the proceedings of the 
Association last year. I realize what has already been stated 
by President Meeker — that it is about next to impossible for any 
one to say anything new to this Association — and I realize there- 
fore that it is difficult to make the proceedings of this Association 
any better than they have been before, but in order to make this 
year a record breaker, I want right here to put in a bid for $3.00 
worth of the proceedings of the Association for the year 1907. 

I feel very much at home here. I know a good many of 
your members — a good many of them I know by name without 
knowing their faces. That's not like the complaint of most 
people who usually say they remember faces well and not the 
name. Many and many of your names are familiar to me — many 
of you whom I have never seen, but I feel at home because I feel 
that I breathe the same air that you do, am interested in the same 
subject, and am gratified to have an opportunity to be here on 
this occasion in order to maintain my identity at this particular 
time, because I have become involved in what are not unpleasant, 
but new complications in politics, and sometimes I fear I may 
lose the identity which I prefer above all others. Not long ago 
there was a Frenchman who became quite celebrated as an artist ; 
he was known to be a good painter and was celebrated for that 
reason because he was quite a master of the art. But, on the other 
hand, he occasionally dabbled a little in fiction. Finally he wrote 
Trilby. Then he became known as a great author who some- 
times dabbled in painting, and so lost his identity with the art he 
loved so well. Now sometimes I fell myself in the same class 
with that distinguished Frenchman. 

For a good many years I have been supposed to be devoted 
to the subject of insurance and sometimes was interested in 
politics. Now I fear I may become known as a politician who 
occasionally dabbles in insurance. If any of you are jealous on 
that account, you are not nearly so jealous as T. It would be 
the regret of my life if my identity with insurance was any less 
because I had become interested in politics and I am not going 
to have it that way. 
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THE POLICY HOLDER, THE COMPANY, THE DEPART- 
MENT AND THE LAW. 

It affords me much pleasure to be present here with you, and 
I desire to thank you for your invitation and for this opportunity 
to address you. Knowing something of the vast interests you 
represent and of your important and varied responsibilities, I 
realize how thoroughly your operations affect the vitals of all our 
commercial life, and I appreciate the permission to be present with 
you on this occasion of your deliberations. 

This is an era of conventions and associations of those engaged 
in common enterprises and pursuits. These gatherings for 
exchange of ideas, mutual advice, and lawful cooperation are most 
helpful to the participants whose activities and thoughts lie a'ong 
the same lines, and beneficial to the general public. It is most 
commendable therefore that those who represent the great fire 
insurance interests in this country annually assemble for coopera- 
tion in the upbuilding and betterment of their and our common 
institution. It is our common institution. Essentially the Under- 
writer must be, and, as fire insurance is now conducted, he is a 
quasi-public servant. His responsibilities include not only duty 
under his immediate employer, the company, but responsibility 
under the law and his license and to the insuring public. On 
occasions like this when we meet to consider the present condi- 
tions and future prospects of the business the deliberations natur- 
ally and necessarily contemplate the four elements involved : The 
company, the policy holder, the law and its supervising depart- 
ment. The conduct of the company and of the department and 
of the Legislature, like the conduct of the policy holder, is always 
the conduct of human beings. The weakness and frailty, wisdom 
and virtue of all are measured by the limitations and endowments 
held and bestowed on man by the '^Divinity that shapes our ends". 
Each of us in these four elements is possessed of that common 
Pharisaical disposition of man "to cast out the mote out of thy 
brother^s eye'* before attempting **to cast out the beam out of thine 
own eye". Each therefore is apt to magnify the faults and mini- 
mize the virtues of all the others; to condemn their weaknesses 
without recognizing their merits. In the recent marvelous devel- 
opment of the resources, institutions and business enterprises of 
our country, the magnitude and complexity of our economic rela- 
tions have increased on so stupendous a scale that human intellect 
seems to shrink in its efforts to comprehend and deal with them. 
Now, therefore there should be effort at cooperation, patient 
tolerance of conflicting ideas until the sum of human wisdom may 
be applied to important problems of common interest rather than 
carping, unsearching criticism and censure of each other. This 
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association rq)resents a business that by years of submission has 
become accustomed to the restraining and regulating arm of the 
l^w. While many other enterprises, with more or less fretful 
anxiety, are having now their first experiences in this advancing 
period of actual and proposed government and state regulation, 
you view with comparative complacency restrictive legislation, 
because while submitting sometimes to regulations that may seem 
harsh or unreasonable, yet, on the whole, you realize the general 
benefit to the public and to the company of statutory control and 
regulation. While insurance, probably more than any other com- 
mercial institution, has been long subjected to real, and, some- 
times severe, restraints by the law, yet those engaged in the busi- 
ness appreciate the generally wholesome influence of the law's 
supervision, and probably contemplate statutory regulation with 
less criticism and more favor than those engaged in other enter- 
prises which may be or are subjected to Government or State 
control. Nevertherless, with the policy holder, the company, the 
department and the Legislature, each possesses the instinct of 
superficial, unthinking criticism of the others and is slow in 
acknowledging their substantial merits. As the design of this 
association is to consider and promote fire insurance, an institu- 
tion of interest to all, and as the consideration of that institution 
necessarily includes the relations of the policy holder, the com- 
pany, the department and the law, each toward the others, the 
thought naturally arises; why should not the membership 
of this association be enlarged, or rather, why should 
not an association be formed with membership represen- 
tative of the policy holders, of the companies, of the 
departments and of the Legislatures? Then each could 
hear the troubles and difficulties of all the others and better 
understand and appreciate the motives and reasons inspiring their 
opinions and actions. Such interchange of information and views 
would result in more intelligent comprehension of the general 
subject and of each element, would engender greater mutual con- 
sideration and respect, tending greatly toward casting out the 
beams in our own eyes as well as casting out the motes in the 
others* eyes, and would inspire the feeling that each element, 
while it may have faults (and who has not?), on the whole is as 
honest, sensible and competent as the average of humanity. 

THE POLICY-HOLDER. 

If, for instance, there are those who regard the policy-holder 
only as a representative of a class of miscreants bent only on 
misrepresentation to secure low rates, on arson or culpable negli- 
gence in the care of their property, on false estimates or uncon- 
scionable advantage of the valued policy law, let the insured and 
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the loss claimant speak on behalf of the great mass of honest and 
prudent American policy-holders whose only demand is a square 
deal and whose great number dwarf the corrupt and grasping 
and culpably careless into a comparatively insignificant minority. 
If specific instances of fraudulent or technical impositions by the 
insured on companies are cited, call for like instances of com- 
panies' impositions on the insured. There are such and always 
will be but their number on both sides has greatly diminished in 
recent years and are insigfnificant when compared to the honest 
and satisfactory settlements. Where the conduct of a policy- 
holder is criticised it should not be ex parte, for his explanation 
may satisfy even the complaining company. 

THE COMPANY. 

So, too, of the operations of the company. Superficial, out- 
side observation that fails to take account of all that should be 
considered may beget censure and contempt for its apparent 
shortcomings. 

When we feel that life insurance under its assumed mortality 
tables and interest rates has been reduced to a science, how natural 
is the inference that tlie failure to establish fire insurance on a 
like scientific basis is due to incompetency in the management of 
the business. In life insurance, when the age of the acceptable 
applicant is given, the rate is readily calculated for that age, and, 
theoretically at least, there is no preferred class, for the scientific 
rates accurately measure the difference in hazards at the different 
ages. How reasonable seems the inquiry; why should not prop- 
erty be so classified according to hazards, as shown by experi- 
ence, and a ta,ble of rates established measuring each risk, so that 
when specific property is offered the scientific rate will accurately 
measure the risk? If that is feasible then unquestionably it is 
desirable. If that is feasible then existing methods would seem 
slipshod and hap-hazard and company managements would merit 
the criticism of being incompetent to manage such important 
affairs. If that is feasible then the people with reason may 
censure their law-making bodies for not compelling it long ago. 

The utility of a classification of a company's experience and 
of a classification of the combined experience of all is 
not to be questioned. It scarcely is conceivable that a well 
managed company would proceed without keeping intelligent 
classified accounts of its losses. Such statistics are indispensable 
aids to the experienced underwriter in formulating the rate on 
a given risk. Wipe out all statistics and all memory of the fires 
of the past and a view of the property by the underwriter in his 
groping for the proper rate would be like "a dim candle in a 



36 Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting 

dark night only serving to make the surrounding darkness 
visible." 

The difficulty of directly applying to future risks rates com- 
piled from any classified experience is a practical one. It lies 
largely in the impossibility of any classification of property in 
which there will not be very wide, substantial diflferences of haz- 
ards in the same classes due to differences in construction, occu- 
pation, exposure, moral hazard, local conditions and other differ- 
ences that might be detailed. To apply directly and unmodified 
the rates obtained from statistics of losses on any given classes 
of profxerty to future losses of supposedly like classes would be 
like fitting the shapes of the clouds that have passed to those that 
are to follow.. 

If fire insurance has not been and cannot be reduced to an 
exact science it is not to be implied that its operations may be 
conducted by those who may be incompetent in great and im- 
portant affairs. If statistical or scientific rates in fire insurance 
were feasible, then less rather than more skill and care would be 
required of those managing the business. As it is, the business 
calls for and should have in its management, the highest degreie 
of skill that humanity can produce, the training that comes only 
with experience and the education and intelligence necessary in 
the formation of the most enlightened judgment. Fortunate is 
the insuring public in this country in having in the managment 
of fire insurance many, very many, men who measure up to these 
high requirements. Comparison of the equitable and generally 
satisfactory method of distributing the cost of life insurance as 
between policy holders with fire insurance rates, which are so 
frequently the cause of dissatisfaction and complaint, inspires 
misgivings about the competency of tne management of fire 
insurance. There have been instances of bad management ; there 
is room for general improvement now ; and no general, unqualified 
commendation can be asserted of this or any large complex insti- 
tution, but I believe that in character, and intelligence, and in 
competency to manage a great institution, those engaged in 
managing the fire insurance of this country rank second to none 
of those engaged in other great enterprises. 

the legislature and the law. 

So, too, I want to enlist on the side of the law and the Legis- 
lature against wholesale and im warranted censure and condemna- 
tion that proceed upon the assumption that restrictive and regula- 
tory laws are founded in ignorance, and are generally uncalled 
for. Doubtless there have been and are laws whose vexations 
have no compensating benefits, but generally the laws regulating 



Annual Address 37 

insurance, like the great body of our laws, embody the wisdom of 
time and are not lightly to be challenged. Generally they are 
sensible, reasonable, wise and wholesome. Usually, too, it will be 
found that those most severely condemned have sprung from some 
purpose to correct a real evil and have some reason for their 
existence. 

For instance, the valued policy law, so generally condemned, 
while it may be doubted whether it works more good than evil, 
was inspired by instances of real, not fancied impositions on loss 
claimants. A plausible and not unreasonable defense of that law 
is that the company should have competent and loyal agents, 
worthy of their trust and who will guard against over insurance. 
If it should, then it is not unconscionable to conclude that the 
value fixed by the bona fide agreement of the parties should be 
paid rather than the uncertain estimate of appraisers. 

The law that holds the solicitor of the application to be the 
agent of the company, notwithstanding he may not be employed 
as such agent, was justified by impositions on innocent policy 
holders through stipulations in policies and otherwise, declaring 
such solicitor the agent of the insured. 

The anti-compact law receives its full share of condemnation. 
It is said that its threatened penalties prevent co-operation in 
establishing equitable rates that would inure to the general bene- 
fit of policy holders. Be that as it may, combinations arbitrarily 
fixing rates caused the prohibition. 

The law taxing premium incomes is condemned as unjust and 
yet if the proper basis for a system of taxation is assumed to be 
on all property and investments, and fire premiums are treated 
as investments, it is doubtful whether existing taxes on premium 
incomes would exceed the taxes on such investments under such 
a system. 

It is true that more efficient execution and administration of 
existing laws are desirable rather than more laws and yet more 
laws should be enacted whenever necessary to meet new 
conditions or a better conception of old conditions. 

The San Francisco conflagration tested, as nothing ever did 
before, the fire insurance companies doing business in this coun- 
try. The promptness and faithfulness with which many com- 
panies, with tremendous liabilities, settled their losses demon- 
strated their remarkable resources and recuperative abilities. 
Some incidents resulting from that conflagration, however, 
prompt suggestions of further statutory regulations. 

There were instances where companies, unable to pay their 
losses in full and maintain their unearned premium reserve, 
re-insured under contracts which required the appropriation of so 
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much of their assets that the remainder was not sufficient to pay 
the conflagration losses. Whether such proceeding should be 
tolerated by the law is a question worthy of serious consideration. 
Usually a failing debtor corporation is not allowed to prefer a 
creditor or a class of creditors over others. If unearned premium 
is an ordinary liability then, under the ordinary rule, it should 
not be preferred over a loss liability. It has been said that the 
unearned premium is a trust fund to be held until the policy 
expires or a loss occurs under it ; that therefore it may and should 
be preferred over losses and other liabilities. On the other hand 
it may be said that the policy creates no trust but is a promise of 
indemnity in event of the stated contingent loss for a considera- 
tion paid in advance, that if the company becomes insolvent and 
therefore unable to carry out its promises, the running policy 
holders' claim would be simply for damages for breach of the 
agreement, and that while the measure of the damages would be 
the unearned premium, it would not and should not be a preferred 
liability. Regardless of which ever of these may be the sound 
view under existing law, I know of no reason why the Legislature 
may not establish, particularly as to future policies, a preference 
of losses over unearned premiums or a preference of unearned 
premiums over losses or equality between them in marshaling 
claims against an insolvent company. That their relative rights 
should be settled by statute seems undeniable. In settling them 
it would seem that the ones suffering the losses, whose indemnity 
the institution of insurance was designed to provide, should be 
preferred over the ones whose misfortune then can be no greater 
than the loss of the remnants of premiums unearned. The policy 
holder, if he had his choice at the time he accepts his policy, as 
well said by the Massachusetts Insurance Commissioner "would 
not care to suffer loss of a part of what might be coming to him 
indemnity after the misfortune of fire for the sake of retaining an 
interest in a trifling sum comparatively, when he had met no mis- 
fortune". The propriety of so settling the preference by statute 
seems manifest. It should be however by specifically declar- 
ing and establishing loss claims as preferred over unearned pre- 
miums and not by autfiorizing proceedings when an insolvent 
company "attempts, to tfie disadvantage of policy holders who 
have sustained losses, to prefer or has preferred, by reinsurance, 
policy holders who have sustained no loss". 

The San Francisco conflagration precipitated failures of some 
companies theretofore sound and strong — failures due to inabilit)'^ 
to instantly meet the conflagration losses and at the same time 
maintain the unearned gross premium reserves required by the 
law — failures of companies technically unsound, but which may 
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have been commercially solvent, or, through visible or latent 
resources, practically able to pay conflagration losses, continue 
business and meet ultimate obligations in full. These are strik- 
ing illustrations of the injury resulting to company and insured 
from iht law which requires the constant maintenance, under all 
circumstances, of the full unearned gross premium reserve. 

They seem to show clearly that the law should be modified, 
not in reducing standards that contemplate the ultimate security 
of the insured, for the precariousness of the business justifies 
abundance of caution in providing extreme measures to insure 
responsibility, but in allowing a portion of the reserve for 
conflagration losses, but only such portion, as will leave sufficient 
reserve practically to meet future losses, and only on condition 
that the company shall restore the deficiency in the reserve. It 
seems manifest that some such provision can be safely made, and 
that it would at times rescue companies whose liquidation may 
be compelled under existing laws. 

THE DEPARTMENT. 

It is not my purpose here to enter into a discussion of depart- 
mental supervision as it has been and is now conducted in this 
country. That it has its virtues as well as its faults, I believe 
you will all agree. If it is conceded that the experience in state 
and governmental control over the affairs of private corporations 
which they have undertaken to regulate demonstrates that, on the 
whole, it is beneficial, and therefore should be further developed 
and extended to more affairs, that would seem to be an endorse- 
ment of supervision of insurance, for probably no institution has 
been subjected so completely to the regulating and inquisitorial 
power of the State. Appreciating that there have been, and in the 
very nature of human events, there will be, weaknesses and abuses 
in the exercise of that power, nevertheless I thoroughly believe in 
departmental supervision. Indeed it may be wondered why the 
authority has not been extended. Why is it that the people of 
this country have exerted themselves so industriously and per- 
sistently and expensively in providing departments to safeguard 
their indemnity against loss by fire, and departments for the 
extinguishment of fire, and in compelling fire escapes, and with 
almost equal persistence and certainly greater expense, have so 
neglected regulations to prevent fire ? That they have the power 
is unquestioned. Where part of a community construct and 
maintain their property with prudent care for the danger of fire 
they should have a right to protection against exposure to the very 
dangers in their criminal or careless neighbor's property which 
their prudence sought to avert in their own. It is not true that 
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a man who owns property may do with it as he pleases. The right 
to property is to be recognized and respected but the community 
has rights to be recognized and respected by the owner of pro- 
perty. Indeed it may be said that a common interest in the 
general symmetry and beauty of a town furnishes grounds for 
public control or dictation of even the color and shape of a private 
structure. Certainly then the community is deeply concerned in 
the fire dangers any owner may be creating or continuing when 
constructing or maintaining his building. Undeniably the com- 
munity has the power to so control and regulate the construction 
and maintenance as to minimize the dangers. New inventions in 
modern construction have brought new dangers. The immensity 
and complexity of the physical affairs of recent years conspire to 
greatly augment the dangers, but efforts to regulate and prevent 
the dangers have not kept pace with them. There have been 
some efforts at regulation but they seem feeble when compared 
with what they should be. One or two glaring instances will 
serve to illustrate the necessity of more extensive and thorough 
regulations. The increased dangers through the increase in use 
of electricity are well known. Then why allow its use in a struc- 
ture until the wires and apparatus have been inspected and 
approved by a competent public official? Why maintain fire 
departments with expensive apparatus for scaling walls and then 
surround the walls with a maze of wires rendering them 
inaccessible ? 

Why should we not have a department with powers and duties 
not limited to the supervision of insurance companies but with 
the duty of regulating the construction and maintenance of pro- 
perty and with power to employ the most learned, skilled and 
competent in the inspection and supervision? The possibilities 
of such a department, with the be^t talent obtainable employed in 
its administration and developed by the enlarged opportunities of 
observation and experience in supervision of the operations of the 
insured as well as the insurer, probably are beyond the range of 
the Utopian imagination that conceives them. Then compulsory 
classification would be eminently proper, but not for the purpose 
of publishing statistics whose figures might mislead the unlearned 
and inexperienced. Then the excellent judgment of such a depart- 
ment, so equipped with officials of superior attainments and with 
superior facilities, might be applied to the statistics in developing, 
not compulsory but advisory rates. If such an ideal should be pos- 
sible there is no gainsaying that it would greatly tend to the 
removal of the causes, and therefore to the reduction, of fire waste, 
and consequently to lower premiums and to more equitable rates 
as between risks, and classes of risks, and to obliterate distinctions, 
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that seem so indefensible, between "preferred" and "unpreferred" 
classes. It would do much toward satisfying a not unreasonable 
prejudice against combinations of companies or agents arbitarily 
fixing rates, and probably result in permiting more freedom of 
action between companies and agents, and between the insured, 
the state, and the insurer in confidence over actual and relative 
values of risks. 

Now gentlemen I do not know that I have said anything that 
is enlightening or instructive. My chief purpose here in calling 
attention to the policy holder, the company, the Legislature, and 
the department, the four features in the operation of fire insur- 
ance, is not to proclaim that we should ignore the faults of any, 
but to remind you, in this day of fault-finding, of the virtues of 
each. If I have said anything that may tend to inspire more 
respect, each for the others, more patience with each other when 
there may be conflicts and antagonisms, more tolerance of each 
others, views in working out our common cause — the betterment 
of conditions, the ennobling and perfection of the institution of 
fire insurance — my purpose will have been accomplished. 

The President — 

Any remarks gentlemen on the very interesting paper you have 
just, listened to? 

Mr. Jas. G. S. Best— 

I move that we tender a rising vote of thanks to Mr. Vorys 
for the excellent address he has delivered to us to-day. 

Motion seconded and a rising vote of thanks was extended to 
to Mr. Vorys. 

The President — 

Ladies and gentlemen, I have been requested to announce from 
the platform that there will be a meeting of the Ancient and Hon- 
orable Order of the Blue Goose in this room at 8 o'clock this 
evening. It is requested that the Most Loyal Ganders of the 
various state nests meet in Room 130 immediately after the close 
of this Session. 

On motion the meeting adjourned till 2 130 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Wednesday, October 9, 1907. 

The Convention was called to order shortly after two p. m. 
by the President. 
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The President — 

It seems to me that I made a little bit of a mistake this 
morning. I usually notice my mistakes quite a little while after 
they happen. I should have named a nominating committee of 
live to select a Board of Directors for the ensuing year. This 
should have been done immediately after the President's Address. 

I will name on this Committee : John Shepherd of the Liver- 
pool & London & Globe, Missouri; John H. Gray of the North 
British & Mercantile in Indiana; J. W. O'Brien, State Agent 
Home N. Y. of Detroit; E. M. Hitchcock, Farmers & Merchants, 
Minnesota; and C. L. Hecox, Delaware & Reliance, Ohio. 

This Committee will report some time before the close of the 
convention this afternoon. The Board of Directors consists of 
thirteen members, eight of whom are selected by the nominating 
committee. 

The President in introducing the next speaker said : "By their 
works Shall ye Know them.'* By his works the people of this 
great commonwealth know the next speaker on the programme. 
Ripe in experience as a local agent, with a legal and analytical 
mind fully developed, possessing that natural perquisite to success 
in all things — good common sense — naturally, when the executive 
of this great state saw the necessity for a special counsellor in 
insurance matters, he turned to the man who will next address 
you. 

The people of Illinois knozv, and we want you all to know, 
and you zvill know when you have heard him, that the Governor 
has made no mistake in his appointment. We are proud of him 
and of his special reports on insurance. He will speak to you 
on the subject of "Supervision". 

I take great pleasure in introducing to you Mr. Oscar B. Ryon, 
Attorney at Law of Streator, Illinois, Special Counsel to the 
Governor and the Insurance Department of the State of Illinois. 

Mr. Oscar B. Ryon — 

Mr. Chairman^ Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The man who lived up to that kind of an introduction would 
be a bird, wouldn't he? It is a matter of misfortune that the 
exigencies of your program demand that we tell you two or three 
weeks in advance what we are going to talk about. This child 
of mine was named two or three weeks before it was born and it 
is a misfortune that that had to be true. I thought I would talk 
about Supervision, and when I got at it I found I had a little to 
say about Supervision and quite a lot to say about some other 
things. 
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As I listened to the Insurance Superintendent of Ohio this 
morning, with whom I am well acquainted, I thought that he had 
ceased from his efforts in the direction of the campaign long 
enough to come over into Illinois and steal part of my speech, 
but he didn't do it. He is an honorable man. I know that to be 
true, and I am reminded of a story that I read regarding the 
discovery of the planet Neptune thirty or forty or fifty years ago, 
or whenever that event occurred. Astronomers had been noticing 
for years a remarkable variation in the orbit of the planet Uranus 
and other planets and these eccentricities of variation in the orbits 
could not be scientifically accounted for. Certain mathemati- 
cians here and elsewhere began to figure on these variations, and 
among them was a gentleman whose name I cannot now pro- 
nounce but who lived in France, and another astronomer who 
lived in the United States. They knew of these variations in the 
orbits, particularly in that of Uranus. They could measure the 
weight of those known planets by some scheme of mathematics 
with which they were familiar and I am not. They figured out 
the weight and amount of attraction which some object in the 
heavens might have in causing this variation, and one clear night 
the astronomer in France and the astronomer in the United 
States each turned his telescope into the heavens, and there 
away up in space eleven hundred millions of miles rolled the 
new planet, and they named it Neptune. And so, no less 
mathematicians, perhaps, in an insurance way, the insur- 
ance Superintendent of Ohio and myself, when we look into the 
insurance heavens and find the atmosphere disturbed, seek for 
the cause — we know the effect — it is not at all remarkable that 
we should discover the same things, and not at all remarkable 
that without any preconcerted action, we should talk about them, 
and so if you discover in the remarks of the Insurance Superin- 
tendent of Ohio this morning and anything I may say to you 
this afternoon, any coincidence, you will not attribute it to 
co-operation. 

SUPERVISION. 

It is entirely consistent with the importance of this subject 
and the dignity of this presence, that we begin our discussion 
somewhere near the foundation of things, and it may not be out 
of place to dwell for a few minutes upon things elementary; to 
study the evolution of this business of insurance, and if we are in 
trouble anywhere along the line see, if we can, what the diffi- 
culties are, where they came from, and what can be done about 
them. 

It is easy to imagine that the founders of the insurance busi- 
ness, the fathers and grandfathers of underwriting, early found 



44 Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting 

themselves in very close resemblance to a certain very worthy 
pair of which we read in the third chapter of Genesis. 

These fabled progenitors of the race found themselves, accord- 
ing to tradition, in a very contented, happy and peaceful state, 
with ideal conditions surrounding them and no knowledge of the 
difference between good and evil, until the snake got in its work, 
and then they were forthwith cast, fig leaves and all,- outside the 
gates of the garden and thenceforth found at the east gate, 
^'Cherubims and a flaming sword which turned every way." 

I fancy that the early underwriters found the business some- 
what simple, and its character more nearly ideal than it has ever 
since been. 

The beginnings of fire insurance were somewhat similar 
to the beginnings of life insurance, or of building and loan 
associations. 

. They were socialistic in character and the inspiration which 
led to the first fire insurance effort, was that of kindliness and 
mutual help, and indeed these two characteristics might be called 
the Adam and Eve of the fire insurance business, and together 
they dwelt in the garden of peace, until the harmony was dis- 
turbed, not by a single snake, but by a whole brood of serpents, 
and forthwith after communication with the reptiles, they began 
to be cast out and turning, found themselves confronted with the 
flaming sword of supervision, and they have, as a matter of fact, 
from that time had a good deal of the balance of the penalty 
spoken of in the Mosaic account "In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread." 

It is my purpose, therefore, for a few minutes to pass over a 
discussion of two of the chief actors in the Mosaic tragedy and to 
pay my respects to the snake, and then to the flaming sword at 
the gate of the garden ; the snake being the evil practices which 
have come into the fire insurance business, and the flaming sword 
the only protection of the public against these evils, and compre- 
hended under the name of "Supervision." 

It would be very interesting, if just here we could at least 
briefly sketch the growth and development of this great business, 
this "handmaid of commerce" ; if we could see just where com- 
menced the departure from ideal conditions and practices and how, 
out of the growth of these insurance contracts came the fraud and 
corruption, the "wild-cats" and the hundred ills which a suffering 
insurance public has had to bear while the necessary evolution of 
this wonderful business has been going on. 

We can't do this for want of time, but we know the facts or 
some of them at least, and I am therefore going to assume that no 
member of this association needs to be told anything of the 
beginnings of fire insurance, and I am sure that no man could get 
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far enough along in the business to acquire a membership in this 
body, without having sufficiently studied the history of the craft 
to know how and why it started, and what its primary and present 
purpose, but it is very likely that many of the most thoughtful 
and experienced of insurance men are not fully alive to the 
difference between primitive fire insurance and the modern 
conception of that business. 

Most insurance men are immediately concerned with the 
practical workings, rather than with the economic or philosophic 
aspects. 

I don't suppose the early underwriters ever dreamed of such 
a thing as "supervision,'* and certainly never thought that the 
time would come when the requirements of public policy would 
call for state or federal control of insurance contracts. 

At common law a contract of insurance was one which any 
persons might make who were competent to contract upon any 
subject matter, and anybody could sell an insurance policy written 
by himself to any one who would buy it, and it was not until the 
growth of business had resulted in great insurance corporations 
assuming enormous liabilities, that the need for some oversight 
in the interest of the public, became evident. 

With the evolution came a change in the very nature of the 
business. 

Insurance is now conceded by most authorities to be simply 
a tax. 

Somebody you know has said that commerce consisted in 
taking products from places where they were not needed to places 
where they were required, and insurance may be said to be a 
process of collecting money where it is not immediately needed 
and distributing it in places where fire waste has created an 
economic necessity for it. 

I don't know whether it is necessary to even suggest the 
necessity for the supervision of this business, but inasmuch as 
complaints are so numerous and the criticism of the various state 
departments so keen and so caustic, it may not be out of place to 
remind you that these are not the days of primitive insurance 
methods, that insurance companies represented by the members 
of this Association are not of the variety embraced in the sugges- 
tions I made a moment ago of private contracts ; they are cor- 
porations of the diflferent states ; thev are creatures of the laws 
under which they are created, and because the state owes its 
citizens the duty to protect them against the fraud or mismanage- 
ment of artificial persons, the right exists to supervise and to 
regulate the business which they carry on. 

Insurance supervision, therefore, is not only demanded as a 
public right, but generally is conceded as such, and one of its 
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objects is publicity of the affairs of these corporations that have 
or seek public favor, with respect to their organization, the pro- 
cedure by which it is effected, and the details of their management 
and investments. 

It has come to be a fashionable thing amongst bookwriters 
md pamphleteers and newspaper authorities in recent years, to 
indulge in all sorts of criticism of state supervision. Here, for 
instance, is one of them by a very prominent authority. In 
commenting upon the attitude of state authorities towards fire 
insurance, he says : 

"Insurance is the only prominent industry exclusively under 
the control of the individual states of the Union. When the 
national constitution was ratified, the states surrendered to the 
national government the control of interstate commerce. The 
supreme court subsequently declared that insurance was not com- 
merce, which left it under the control of the several states ; hence 
it may be said that there is no United States for insurance.^' 

He continues: 

"All laws regarding the industry are to be found in the 
statute books of the several states, and as the laws of no two 
agree, there are at the present time forty-nine insurance codes in 
force in the several states and territories of the Union. These 
laws are in a state of constant flux. The politician with an ax 
to grind, the man with a fancied grievance against fire insurance, 
the property owner with a concealed intent to secure a personal 
advantage in his rate assessment, the busybody underwriter 
intent on forcing his legislative nostrums upon his associates, 
and devout people generally, who are in the habit of taking "all 
their little wants and cares" to the throne of grace located at the 
state capitol, are one and all ready to offer up petitions to the all 
controlling wisdom of their state legislature for the better regu- 
lation of the "handmaid of commerce." The member for their 
district obligingly cobbles their crude ideas into a bill, and under 
the unwritten rule of comity, ''You vote for my measure and I 
will vote for yours," the bill is enacted into statutory law, without 
investigation, or the slightest idea of its ultimate consequences." 

And again, 

"In some states the insurance department has become an 
acknowledged strategic position in state politics. The incumbent 
rarely holds office more than one term, and each successor is fired 
with the ambition to make a record over his predecessor in the 
way of ingenious and farfetched rulings. During recent years, 
the attorney-general's office seems to have become a rival of the 
insurance department in searching out the "nice sharp quillets 
of the law," with similar ends in view." 
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And he concludes, 

"The relations between fire insurance and the states are still 
further complicated by the right of examination vested in state 
superintendents. The original purpose of state insurance depart- 
ments was to ensure solvent indemnity to policy holders through 
supervision of the financial standing of fire insurance companies." 

I have quoted from tfiis authority at some length because he 
doesn't after all very unfairly represent the situation, and I am 
not here now, nor shall I be inclined at any time or place to enter 
into an extended defense of state supervision, either ideally or as 
it is carried into practical operation. 

I do know, however, that some authority over this class of 
business is absolutely necessary, and so far the state is the only 
power from which such authority can emanate. 

It is a fact, I believe, that the supreme court of the United 
States in the case of Paul vs. Virginia, has decided that insurance 
is not interstate commerce; and if we concede this to be the 
effect of that decision and consequently the law of the land, it 
follows without argument that whatever regulation we have of 
this business must be by the states and not by the federal 
government. 

A very interesting discussion of this question will be found 
in the report of the Committee on Insurance Law made to the 
American Bar Association at its meeting in St. Paul, in August, 
i9oti. 

The majority report is made by the Hon. Ralph M. Breckin- 
ridge of Omaha, Chairman of the Committee, and he does not 
altogether agree with the proposition I have suggested above, 
that insurance is not interstate commerce. 

The weight of authority, however, upon this subject is with 
the Hon. Wm. R. Vance, who dissented from the recommenda- 
tion of the report favoring federal supervision, holding that the 
effect of the decision in the case of Paul vs. Virginia is as I have 
suggested above, and that federal supervision is not a possibility 
under the present holding of the supreme court. 

Insurance superintendents, attorneys-general, the legal 
advisors of the departments, the managers of insurance 
companies, their officials and agents, general, special and local, 
are all manufactured out of the same sort of clay. 

We are all subject to the same laws. We must live under the 
same style of govemrpent, and we must pay the penalty of the 
limitations of humanity and suffer the ills which are incident 
to our institutions, and if insurance superintendents and their 
attorneys go wrong occasionally, as they unquestionably have 
done and undoubtedly will do, it must be also remembered that 
insurance companies also are not entirely inmaculate. 
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If you occasionally find a crooked superintendent of some 
state department, don't overlook the fact that with equal fre- 
quency you will find a crooked insurance manager, and remember 
that it is the wicked and not the righteous who are called to 
repentance. 

Suppose we concede for a few minutes a fact so self evident 
that it hardly needs any concession or even any passing atten- 
tion, namely, that so long as our political institutions are man 
made, they will be subject to some kind of infirmities, and that 
possibly if in any way we endeavor to flee from the ills of 
political appointments which are so severely criticised, and to get 
out of this frying pan of political preferment in the various 
states, we might fall into a hotter fire and a more serious evil 
and a greater inconvenience. 

Suppose I suggest that we take the situation as it is with all 
of its ills, with all of its mismanagement, dishonesty, politics and 
whatever general crookedness and inherent cussedness may be 
charged against it, and see if there isn't some place along the 
line where cooperation between the insurance companies with 
their infirmities and the state departments with their limitations^ 
is possible. 

UNIFORM INSURANCE LAWS. 

We have, as I remember it now, some fifty states in the 
Union, each with its own set of insurance laws and each of 
these legislative codes to be administered according to its own 
provisions. It has not been very many years since this was true 
of the Laws in relation to the collection of debts, commercial 
paper, divorce and various other subjects. 

It became evident as the business interests of the country 
developed and as commercial relations became more and more 
complex, that- some sort of uniformity was not only advisable^ 
but absolutely necessary, in the matter of a great number of the 
laws in relation to these various interests ; and so the commercial 
clubs locally, and finally the same associations nationally, the 
Bar Associations, bankers and others who were identified with 
these different interests, became active in securing the adoption 
by the different legislatures of uniform laws upon these subjects, 
and if you will take the trouble to examine legislation in a 
number of its phases during the past five years or more, you will 
be surprised to find what progress has been made in the matter 
of uniform action in the states of the LTnion. 

Secretary Garfield in his first report announced the proposi- 
tion that the present corporation laws of the United States 
amounted simply to anarchy; and so far as the statement relates 
to insurance law, he is unqualifiedly right. 
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The average legislature in any state doesn't want to be 
vicious or unfair or dishonest, more than the Board of Directors 
of an Insurance Company, or of a bank or anybody else. They 
are composed, as I suggested of some other concerns a moment 
ago, of and about the same kind of humanity that might be 
picked up for some other purpose, some of them are crooked, 
disgracefully so, most of them are not. 

Some of them are able and intelligent, many of them are 
otherwise, decidedly so, but the same rule applies and with equal 
force to any other body of men that I know of, from the Con- 
gress of the United States down to the last session of the road 
commissioners, but this same legislature is ordinarily amenable 
to a proposition having the merit of real good sense, and so 
there has not been any serious difficulty in obtaining uniform 
laws upon very many subjects when application has been made 
to the legislature for them, founded upon a decent reason. 

If federal control of insurance companies is not now possible 
and perhaps, if possible, undesirable, it is certainly obvious that 
uniformity of insurance laws is desirable and indeed is becoming 
absolutely necessary. 

Let me give you a single object lesson of just what I mean 
from the department standpoint. 

The Illinois law has indicated what kind of investments may 
be made by insurance companies ; incorporated under the laws of 
this state; and has prescribed what real estate may be owned by 
such corporations, for what purpose, what length of time the 
same may be held and when it must be disposed of, except where 
held for strictly corporate purposes, and unless the time is 
extended by the Insurance Superintendent. 

The law in relation to the admission of foreign insurance 
companies provides that, before such corporations are admitted 
to do business in this state, a copy of the charter shall be pre- 
sented to the department, the purpose being to ascertain whether 
the foreign concern has authority to transact its business 
substantially along the lines indicated for domestic companies. 

I was recently called upon to examine the charter of a 
foreign insurance company, which had charter powers to do any 
form of business which the mind of the most ingenious individual 
could conceive. 

They could buy and sell and deal in real estate, or in drugs 
or in steamboats, could have engineered a cemetery association 
if they wanted to do so, and possibly that's what they were up to. 

Indeed, after examining this document, I was convinced that 
there was nothing in the Heavens above, or the earth beneath, 
or in the waters under the earth, which these men could not 
handle under their charter if thev desired. 
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It's true they said they didn't want to do anything but fire 
insurance in Illinois. 

Now the law of this state forbids the formation of a cor- 
poration for the purpose of dealing in real estate. In other 
words, the legislature has declared, as the public policy of this 
state expressed in the general corporation law, that it is not 
a wise or safe thing for corporations to be formed for the 
purpose of dealing in real estate. 

If it isn't a good thing for a fire insurance company to deal 
in real estate in Illinois, it is equally unsafe to have it done in 
some other state, and it certainly cannot have been the intention 
of the legislature to forbid Illinois corporations dealing in 
Illinois real estate, and at the same time permit a Texas concern 
to come into Illinois under the kind of a charter I have indicated 
above, take the Illinois policyholder's money, carry it to Texas 
and speculate in Texas property. 

Here then is a place where the various state departments and 
the insurance companies ought to get together and the influence 
of insurance interests and especially of a body such as this, ought 
to be immediately exerted in the direction of uniformity of law 
in the matter of the charter powers to be granted to insurance 
companies. 

There should be substantially no difference between the 
charter powers of an insurance company licensed in New York, 
and one licensed in Texas, because the function of the corpora- 
tions when in operation is exactly the same, no difference in 
what state the business is transacted. 

STANDARD FORM OF POLICIES. 

I believe as a matter of safety to the insuring public and of 
convenience to the insurance companies, there should be a 
standard policy law in every state in the Union, and that the 
attention of the insurance interests should be turned towards 
influencing legislation, as far as possible, so that these standard 
forms in all the states might be uniform or substantially so. 

I believe this to be easy of accomplishment and an immediate 
necessity, and I know that it ought to be done in Illinois. 

Not long since a policy was written in this state, near my 
town, and about ninety days after it was written, it became 
desirable that it be cancelled. The amount of the policy was 
$5000.00, and the premium for fire, lightning and tornado was 
$200.00, which certainly was enough, notwithstanding the fact 
that it was farm property; the cancellation being at the request 
of the assured, and the policy having been written for five years, 
the customary short rate was 20 per cent of the entire premium, 
or $40.00. 



Supervision 51 

I was doing business for the assured in the matter of making 
some conveyances for him and sent the policy in for cancellation, 
and when I received the Company's reply and a return of the 
policy, I discovered something I didn't know before about farm 
insurance, namely, that the policy contained a condition for 
cancellation something like this, I don't remember the phrase- 
ology exactly, that in case of cancellation by the assured or at 
his request, the company should retain the customary short rate 
and the "expense of securing the business," and in this instance, 
I discovered that the customary short rate was $40.00, which I 
had figured out, and the expense of securing the business was 
$60.00, total, $100.00, for three month's insurance, which the 
assured must pay and which he did pay as a matter of fact, and 
I have no doubt that some heavy weight official of this insurance 
company, will rise in his place at the next underwriters meeting 
which he attends, and howl about the iniquities of some 
political appointee, who happens somewhere to be an insurance 
superintendent. 

It is not necessary to multiply instances of this character, 
because as expert insurance men, you know more of them than I 
do, and you know the purpose of inserting clauses of this char- 
acter is incendiary, and the majority of you are not in any way in 
sympathy with a practice of this kind ; yet under the laws of the 
state of Illinois, and many other states, as they now exist, a clean 
steal of this character is easily possible, and the remedy a simple 
one. 

A standard policy form would prevent this, and then there 
is another reason for it from a strictly company standpoint. 

Your instructions, or the instructions of your general offices 
to local agents everywhere, is to insist upon concurrent insurance, 
and where more then one policy is carried on a single risk, it is 
mandatory that the form upon all policies be alike. 

You issue your policy under the New York, or Pennsylvania 
or Wisconsin standard form, and a half dozen companies are on 
the same risk, organized where there is no such requirement, 
where such forms are not used, and whose policies contain 
provisions not permissible in those issued by most of your com- 
panies; concurrent insurance is absolutely impossible, and the 
lack of concurrence in the policy forms is very much more 
vicious and likely to be harmful, in my judgment, than if it 
is caused by a trifling variation in the written portion. 

Here then, is another common meeting point, and a second 
place in which cooperation in the matter of uniform law is 
eminently desirable and in my judgment, easily possible. 
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RATES. 

In the early days of the business of fire insurance, every 
company, in the matter of rates, was a law unto itself. 

Indeed I am informed that until recent years, the loss 
experience of most of the companies was regarded as a private 
asset, and one which was not to be communicated to a rival in 
business, or to any public authority, and that no effort was made 
to combine the experience of the companies, nor to take any 
action which might, as a result of such combined experience, 
indicate a proper or scientific rate upon any given classification. 

It is quite remarkable that this was ever true, because it 
would appear that the close analogy between fire and life 
insurance would long ago have indicated some uniform method 
of arriving at correct and scientific fire rating. 

Life insurance companies early learned to depend upon the 
experience table. 

Fire insurance companies have only recently learned that 
there was such a thing as an experience table in the fire business. 

Let me suggest here by way of parenthesis, a fact which may 
not have taken root as deeply in your minds as it should, that 
the day when a fire insurance company is recognized as a 
private institution has gone by and is never to return. 

The business is one which is now the subject of so called 
police control or regulation, and comes within the police powers 
of the constitution of every state in the Union. 

You are bound to be regulated whether you want to be or not. 

Public policy demands that you should be and whether that 
regulation is wise and conservative depends as much upon your 
own attitude towards such legislation as otherwise. 

The action of various states by their legislatures upon the 
question of rates and the right of insurance companies to combine 
their experience in arriving at these rates, has been in very many 
instances unwise, unfortunate, disastrous and expensive to the 
insuring public. 

The average legislature, indeed the average insurance depart- 
ment, dosen*t know very much about fire insurance rates, 
and I am sometimes convinced that the average insurance com- 
pany dosen't know a great deal more, or if they do, they are 
making very poor use of their information. 

I do not believe in open or unregulated competition in the 
matter of rates, and it would necessarily follow that I don't 
believe in radical restrictive legislation upon this subject. 

Competition implies equal ability, integrity and opportunity, 
and unfortunately in the fire insurance business, the reputable 
concerns, where there is absolute freedom of action, are brought 
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into competition with those who are known to be disreputable, 
and the wildcat gentleman fixes the rate. He can afford to — he 
must fix it low to get the business — he has everything to gain 
and nothing to lose. 

The insuring public is vitally and immediately interested in 
the solvency of the companies, and their prosperity, and neither 
of these are possible without adequate rates, and by this I mean 
a sufficient rate to provide, not only for the payment of losses 
and expenses, but a fair profit on the investment. 

I believe it is true, and if I am wrong about this, I shall be 
very glad to have somebody rise up in his place here or at any 
time hereafter, and make the necessary correction, I say I believe 
it is true, that in nearly every instance where a state has 
adopted radical restrictive legislation, the effect has been to 
increase rather than decrease the cost of fire insurance, and I have 
in my possession a great number of letters from insurance 
authorities, many of them being from superintendents and com- 
missioners of the different states, which have confirmed my 
conviction above expressed. 

The most of the anti-compact, anti-coinsurance and other 
"anti" laws passed by the different states have been, and are 
legislative, and I believe, economic mistakes, and if the purpose 
of such legislation has been to diminish the cost of fire insurance 
to the inhabitants of such states, it certainly has been a failure. 
I suggest this simply as a preface to the thought I wish to leave 
with you upon this subject. 

I think the day is not far distant when state supervision will 
be so extended as that it shall include the question of rating. 

It is not fair to the public to permit insurance companies, 
without restriction, to combine in the matter of the price to be 
charged for this very necessary commodity. 

There is too much danger in the proposition and the element 
of selfishness is too important in the makeup of every insurance 
management, to make such combination safe. 

Nor is it fair to the insurance companies and the immense 
capital invested in this business to subject them to the unfair 
competition of a lot of "wildcat" organizations. 

The only middle ground discoverable and the only place 
where intervention is possible, is in the state department; and 
if you want to avoid the evils, the uncertainties and the incon- 
venience of anti-compact laws, meet the people of the state half 
way ; let it be declared to be public policy that the people of the 
state of Illinois, for example, shall pay a fair and profitable rate 
of insurance; and instead of establishing rating bureaus, whose 
rates on the surface are advisory, but which as a matter of fact 
are mandatory, let's have a law which provides that the last 



54 Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting 

authority upon matters of this kind shall be the state department, 
and that all questions of rates, where there is any division of 
opinion, shall finally be passed upon by this authority; let the 
public have the benefit of your classification, or at least, let the 
department know what your experience has been. 

The insurance magazines have paid considerable attention 
recently to the action of Commissioner Hartigan of Minnesota, 
upon this question, and whether he has figured out a scheme 
which is practical or otherwise, I don't know, and the Minnesota 
Attorney-General appears to be in doubt also, but he has the 
right microbe and his action will result in something beneficial 
before he gets through with it. 

I suggest for your information that an attempt was made in 
this state twenty years ago or nearly so, in 1889, to do something 
of the same character, placing the duty, however, upon the 
insurance superintendent. 

This is the language of the Act : 

"It shall be the duty of the Insurance Superintendent to 
establish a classification of risks into any number of classes, not 
less than four, according to the degree of hazard of such risks ; 
and the Insurance Superintendent shall require said companies, 
as a part of the aforementioned statement, to give the number of 
policies in force covering property embraced in each of said 
classes, and the aggregate amount at risk upon property in each 
class." 

And I may also add that this has never been done by the 
department, that the information has never been furnished and 
that such classification has never been established. 

I said a moment ago, let's have such a law in Illinois. I am 
not sure but we have it now, and I am not certain that it ought 
to be enforced as it now exists, because here is the third 
opportunity I wish to mention for uniform legislation. 

I fancy the first question which confronts the Minnesota 
Commissioner in his efforts to arrive at a classification will be, 
shall this include Minnesota business, or will such classification 
be effective in any way unless it applies to all the business in 
the United States, and t believe the answer to be that the classifi- 
cation ought to be general and not local, if it is to be serviceable. 

Why not let the insurance companies and the state authorities 
in conference arrive at some scheme of general classification out 
of which shall develop some system of uniform and adequate 
rating. 

Classification, scientifically and intelligently made, will soon 
do away with the so called preferred classes — ^the sooner this 
comes, the better for the business. 
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There is, strictly speaking, no such thing as preferred 
business. 

A slab saw mill in the midst of a forest, if in good hands and 
making money, is as much "preferred" as a brick dwelling. All 
kinds of physical hazard can be covered by the rate. 

Many of the vicious practices in this business have originated 
in the wild scramble of the companies for "preferred" risks. 

This, then, is the third step toward uniformity which seems 
to me very necessary and within the limits of possibility. 

CO-INSURANCE. 

I have read in recent years a number of very able utterances 
by some prominent and well informed insurance authorities, all 
indicating that there were those elements in the nature of this 
business, which, in the not very distant future, would require 
such a degree of government interference, as that both fire and 
life insurance would become practically socialized and placed in 
the same relation to the public as the post office now is. 

The reason assigned, is the economic necessity for replacing 
the results of fire waste and the danger that the families of 
deceased wage earners might become paupers, and so a public 
charge, unless there was some means provided by which every 
head of a family might carry some life insurance. 

I think even this mild form of socialism is very remote, but 
one phase of it, as an influence in the fire insurance business, is 
not only immediate, but already experimental. 

You gentlemen and your companies, have long since under- 
taken the plan of requiring the insured under your policies, to 
go into partnership with you, and the technical insurance term 
which has come into the business to indicate this arrangement is 
known as co-insurance. 

I am personally of the opinion that the practice of requiring 
co-insurance is a very wholesome one, but you will, I think, all 
agree with me, that the general insuring public needs a lot of 
education to understand it, that in some instances the application 
has been altogether unsatisfactory, and that if this sort of 
partnership is to be continued between the companies and the 
insured, the man who pays the price, as well as the man who 
settles the loss, ought to have something to say about the 
conditions under which he will make this partnership arrangement. 

Illinois now has no law upon the subject of a co-insurance 
clause. 

Twenty states have enacted as many different laws upon this 
subject, and here would seem naturally to be a fourth point of 
common interest, upon which the insurance companies and the 
diflFerent departments ought to agree. 
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RECIPROCAL LAWS. 

We find upon the statute books of twenty-five or thirty of the 
states, what are known as '' reciprocal laws/' Somehow or other 
in framing up insurance legislation, the lawmakers overlooked 
the sermon on the mount, and the injunction, "As ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them," and appear to 
adopt the scheme of finding out what the other fellow is going 
to do and doing him first. 

These laws very nicely exemplify the Levitical demand, "An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth." 

They all relate to taxation in some form and it will be a great 
day for the insurance companies and the insuring public when 
they are all wiped off the books. No single state can afford 
to do this, however, and when action of this nature comes, it 
should be uniform. 

Economically, fire insurance is a tax, we have seen, and a 
tax on a tax is an economic paradox. 

Insurance companies should pay to the various state depart- 
ments what it costs to conduct the business — no more — ^and the 
boa'st of many of these offices that its revenues for a given year 
exceeded its expenses by hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
proves only that the public has paid more money for insurance 
than should have been paid. 

If the companies paid it directly, the insured furnished the 
money. 

FIRE MARSHAL LAW. 

I should like very much, if I had time, to discuss at some 
length and in detail, the merits, as I believe them to be, in the 
wise administration of a proper fire marshal law. 

No experienced underwriter will deny that a large element 
of the cost of fire insurance is found in the moral hazard so 
called, and it will also be undisputed I think, that the fire 
insurance companies themselves, are absolutely unable to deal with 
this hazard, and the local authorities are generally unwilling to 
do so. 

The experience in Massachusetts, Ohio and elsewhere, has I 
believe been, that the experiment so far as it has been tried has 
been successful; but under our political system, a fire marshal's 
office is not possible without a fire marshal and a staflf of assist- 
ants, and this means more political jobs, which of course will 
always be open to the same objections now urged against the 
whole system of state supervision. 

I am of the opinion, however, that with all of the infirmities 
charged against the system, every state in the Union ought to 
have a fire marshal, and that the insurance companies ought to 
co-operate in urging the passage of such laws. 
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LLOYDS AND INDIVIDUAL UNDERWRITERS. 

The supreme court of the state of Illinois in the Barnes case, 
i68 111. 425, decided that the eleventh clause of Section 22 of 
the Illinois Act of 1874, in relation to fire insurance companies, 
was unconstitutional, because that section did not apply to citizens 
of this state as well as to citizens of other states, and the Court 
also held, that there was nothing in the statutes of Illinois 
which prohibits, abridges or restricts the right of citizens of this 
state to engage, as individuals, in the business of insurance, as 
all such restrictions relate only to companies or corporations 
organized under the stock or mutual plan. 

This and one or two other holdings of the same tribunal, have 
practically left this state open as a fruitful field for the operation 
of Llodys, Individual Underwriters, Inter-insurers and Mutuals. 

The stock and mutual companies regularly organized under 
the laws of this state, or admitted from foreign states, come 
into this commonwealth burdened with the requirements of law, 
subject themselves to supervision and to the payment of fees and 
taxes, but under the laws of this state and of many other states 
as they now exist, no such burdens or requirements are placed 
upon the so-called "Lloyds" or other forms of mutual or 
individual insurance, and no taxes whatever are required or 
collected of them. 

There is an unfair discrimination in this against the stock and 
reputable mutual concerns on the one hand, and an equally un- 
fair advantage over the insuring public on the other hand, because 
a great majority of these individual underwriting concerns are 
of the wildcat variety, and are in no manner subject to 
supervision. 

I am very strongly of the opinion, and I urge upon this body 
as strongly as I am able to put it, that the state authorities and 
the reputable and law abiding insurance interests of the United 
States, should as early as possible unite in demanding of the 
legislatures of the different states, where such laws have not 
already been enacted, some statutory regulation of these individ- 
ual underwriting concerns of every character, and I would not 
■ exempt from this regulation any of them, no matter how high- 
toned socially, or solvent financially, were the persons concerned. 

A good man, or set of men, has nothing to fear from 
reasonable state supervision, and the other fellows certainly 
need it. 

Here is the sixth opportunity for uniform action. 

REINSURANCE RESERVE. 
The laws of the different states providing for the organization 
of fire insurance companies, have each made some specification f^ 
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as to the amount of reinsurance reserve to be held by such cor- 
porations, and the purpose of such reserve, the conditions under 
which it must be held, and the class of securities in which it may 
be invested, and this last provision has been in most states sup- 
plied also to every kind of assets, whether capital, surplus or 
reserve. 

An examination of these laws in the different states will 
disclose the fact, that hardly any two of them agree, and recently, 
I am advised, an effort has been made by some of the officials 
of the leading Eastern companies looking towards uniformity 
of legislation upon this subject of reinsurance reserve and the 
investment of assets. 

I desire to say to you that the Illinois department is heartily 
in sympathy with this movement. We have no law in this state 
specifically requiring a company to maintain a reinsurance reserve, 
the only provision upon that subject being a requirement that 
no company shall declare a dividend except from the surplus 
funds arising from its business, and not then until there shall 
have been reserved a sum equal to the whole amount of the 
unearned premium on unexpired risks and policies. 

Other states have enacted legislation permitting the com- 
panies to reserve upon a very much lower basis and under 
conditions not similar to those provided by the laws of Illinois. 

There is no reason why all insurance companies doing busi- 
ness in the United States, whether incorporated under the laws 
of the different states, or admitted from foreign countries, should 
not reserve upon the same basis. 

There may be local reasons for a difference in the kind of 
investments required of the funds of the company, but none 
whatever for the amount required to be reserved. 

I believe, therefore, that the efforts of the insurance interests 
and those of the supervisory powers of the state, ought to be 
joined as early as possible, and directed towards a uniform rein- 
surance reserve law for all the states in the Union, and certainly 
the law should specifically provide that the reserve be a part of 
the general assets of the company and that all policy holders 
should be interested in it, and no discrimination made against the 
unfortunates who have suffered by reason of conflagration. 
Public policy certainly required this. 

There are a number of other and less important details where 
uniformity is not only possible, but very desirable, but I cannot 
suggest them within the proper limits of these remarks. 

I am sure uniformity of law is desirable, and have said it is* 
possible. 

The meeting of the Insurance Superintendents and Commis- 
sioners of the United States held at Washington in October, 1906. 
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invited the life insurance ccxnpanies of the country to be present, 
by their representatives, and discuss the question of certain 
uniform legislation. 

The invitation was accepted and the discussion occupied 
several days, and in connection with the Committee of Fifteen 
which had been appointed before that time in Chicago, a number 
of laws of general application were proposed and finally sub- 
stantially agreed upon, and have been already adopted by a num- 
ber of the States, with a fair prospect of still further ratification 
as the legislatures meet next winter. 

So far as I know, this is the first step of this kind which has 
been taken, and I personally am of the opinion it was a long 
stride in the right direction. 

The same body met again in Richmond two weeks ago and 
at this meeting a resolution was introduced which fully recog- 
nizes the position in matters of taxation, to which I referred a 
moment since; and emphasizes the injustice of present legislation 
upon this subject, suggests an inquiry into the matter and, pur- 
suant to the resolution, a committee of seven was appointed to 
discover and report the proper remedy, the Illinois Department 
having a place on the Committee. 

The state departments are alive to the situation, and entirely 
ready and willing to co-operate with the insurance companies in 
this very necessary reform. Why not take some steps to meet 
the commissioners half way. 

I suggested to you in the opening of this paper, and am 
fortified in my opinion by the best legal authorities, text writers 
and courts of last resort, that federal supervision of the insurance 
business is just now legally impossible and is likely to remain so, 
certainly will unless the- supreme court of the United States 
changes its mind. 

We are, therefore, to deal with the conditions as they are in 
matter of fact, rather than as we would like to see them ideally. 

Our forefathers elected that we should live under a republican 
form of government, and so far our history has been such that 
we have little to regret in this decision. 

The condition of our legislation and of our ccxnmercial growth 
and our business relations is not perhaps ideal, but whatever it is, 
is due to whatever it has been. The law of evolution applies to 
business life with as much force as it does to plant life or to 
animal life. 

Whatever is, is the result of what has been, and we must deal 
with the situation as it is and not perhaps as we would like to 
see it. 

The supervision of the great business of insurance is to remain 
with the states. Federal control is not possible. A discussion 
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of its desirability may safely be deferred until its possibility is 
demonstrated. 

State supervision certainly is far from being even an approach 
to an ideal situation. 

I have a great faith, however, in the final outcome of all of 
our institutions, and in the ultimate triumph of decency, equity 
and good order. 

I believe that the average insurance department is as honest as 
the average insurance company, and I believe that, in the last 
analysis, both of them want to do about what is right if they can 
find out what it is, and I believe that great good can come to this 
business and great benefit to the insuring public at large, if there 
could h6 2L closer relation between the insurers and the state 
departments representing the insured. 

I believe the ideas of uniformity which I have suggested are 
all of them desirable and all of them possible, and that all of them 
in some fashion could be brought about, if there could be the 
united efforts of the insurance companies of the United States 
and the diflFerent state departments, and I see no reason why such 
co-operation is not feasible. 

It's worth the effort anyhow, and more than all and above 
everything let's not get pessimistic about things. 

The insurance business is bigger and safer and better than 
ever in its history. State departments are more honestly and ably 
managed and are subject to less criticism than ever before. 

The system of state supervision may be bad in some respects, 
but it might be infinitely worse, and we can all do more good by 
setting our faces to the east and seeking "more light", than by 
any amount of calamity howling. 

The insurance companies and the state departments are joint 
trustees of a great business, the foundation of the nation's com- 
mercial and industrial jprosperity, and together they should 
administer this trust. 

By this co-operation only can the best results be reached, and 
with this mutual help and confidence, this wonderful underwriting 
structure, the work of generations of business foresight and per- 
sonal sacrifice, shall flourish like the "Bay tree" and its name 
shall be everywhere blessed. 

The President- 
Gentlemen, I did not believe that I had said any too much 
before Mr. Ryon's talk, and now I know that I did not. I 
believe that you will all agree with me in this. I want you to give 
Mr. Ryon a vote of thanks for his paper. 

A rising vote of thanks was then tendered to Mr. Ryon. 
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Mr. R. S. Odell— 

Mr. President, the ladies of this Association have discovered 
or thought that they had discovered that this Association is not 
properly equipped to conduct its meetings. They wish to ask 
your indulgence for about three minutes in order that they may 
supply a remedy. 

Mrs. J. B. Tallman, of Chicago, then presented to the conven- 
tion on behalf of the Ladies of the Illinois State Board, a gavel 
to be used by the President in conducting the meetings, and in 
explanation said: 

Mr. President, during the morning session of this convention 
we witnessed the difficulty the president had in keeping order, 
and in calling the attention of the meeting when he desired to do 
so, and some of us thought we saw a remedy and went to work 
at it during the noon hour. If you could know the "Blue Goose 
Chase" — the wild goose chase (laughter) we had in finding just 
what we thought would be good enough for this Association, you 
would know how much pride the wives, and mothers and daugh- 
ters of these men take in seeing them conduct their meetings at 
least as well as Women's Clubs, and so, in the name of the 
Ladies' Auxiliary of the State Board of Illinois, we present this 
gavel to the Fire Underwriter's Association of the Northwest. 
(Applause). 

The President — 

Gentlemen, this is the first time I have been rattled to-day. Of 
course I had an idea that some of the members might think of 
this, but I didn't think the ladies would notice my rapping on 
that pitcher with a glass. 

Seriously, on bdialf of this Association, Ladies, I want to 
thank you most heartily for your kind gift, and I trust that who- 
ever may wield this gavel will do so with honor to himself and 
justice to all. (Applause). 

Mr. H. N. Wood- 
Mr. President, I move you Sir, that the first stroke of the 
mallet shall be wielded to draw these gentlemen to their feet in 
honor of the recognition we have received from these ladies. 

The President — 

The Ladies, God Bless them ! Whereupon he used the gavel 
for the first time to call the members to a rising vote of thanks. 

The President — 

In times of peace, as well as in times of war, we all admire the 
brave and gallant soldier. His arm is ever ready to strike for the 
honor and glory of his country. So, when the soldier enters the 
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business field he carries with him that same spirit of energy, 
aggressiveness and discipline which puts him in the foremost rank 
and makes for him an honored place in the esteem and regard of 
his fejlow workers. Such an example we have with us to-day — 
a self-made soldier and business man, and one who deserves the 
many laurels he has won. We remember him especially for his 
work and bravery in Cuba as a Soldier, and for his energy and 
success in the organization of the company with which he is allied 
as a business man. The subject on which this gentleman will 
address you was selected for him by the officials of this Associa- 
tion, who deemed him most eminently fitted to deal with this topic 
by reason of his very favorable record along these lines in all his 
business career. 

Permit me to present Major M. L. C. Funkhouser, of Chicago, 
Vice-President of the Farmers and Merchants Insurance Co. of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, who will speak to you on "Affiliation". 

Mr. M. L. C. Funkhouser — 

Mr. President and Members of the Fire Underwriters' 
Association of the Northwest: 

Before beginning to read my paper, I wish to set Mr. Ryon 
right in regard to a remark he made relative to the Insurance 
Company robbing the poor dear public on a farm policy. He 
probably overlooked the fact that the cancellation clause happens 
to be the law in one of the states, and that the law was put on the 
statute books by the people through their own representative, the 
town, county and state Mutual Fire Insurance Companies to pre- 
vent the stock companies from stealing their business. (Laugh- 
ter). So the legislature passed a new law that when a policy is 
cancelled by the assured, it shall be cancelled short rates, and in 
addition the Company shall deduct the compensation paid for pro- 
curing the policy, so the company did not rob the assured. He 
robbed himself. I speak of that because my company happens to 
be organized in the state in which that law was passed. 

AFFILIATION. 

When I received the invitation from your President that the 
Board of Directors had selected me to read a paper entitled "Affil- 
iation'* at this meeting. I underwent the same feelings that I 
experienced as a small boy in school when my teacher assigned to 
me the task of committing to memorv scrme old, time-worn subject, 
like "The Old Oaken Bucket''. 

For in preparing this paper I hardly feel that there is ahything 
that I can bring to your attention on the subject of "Affiliation" 
that all of you do not already know. And, at best, I can only 
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dress it in a new gown, with the hope that it will not be 
recognized, at least until I have finished reading it. 

It occurs to me that the insurance situation all over the United 
States is in a most precarious condition : each State in the Union 
seems determined at every meeting of its legislature to enact some 
law, or laws, detrimental to the insurance business, whether it be 
fire, life, or casualty; and each State appears to be absolutely 
oblivious as to the effect of its legislation upon companies doing 
business in other States. 

Every other line of business except ours has been able, by one 
means or another, to have its needs and necessities brought before 
the people of the country in such a way as to obtain fairer and less 
hostile legislation. It is astonishing to find, in talking with politi- 
cians, members of State legislatures, that they are almost wholly 
ignorant regarding fire insurance companies, and their business. 

It must be remembered that there is fto other line of business 
which makes it necessary that the principal retain a certain per- 
centage of all monies received intact, for the purpose of returning 
it to the customer whenever he may elect to present his policy to 
the company for cancelation. In other words, those who are 
engaged in the insurance business never know definitely whether 
they have earned the amount they are entitled to until policies 
written by them have expired. This, to my mind, takes the 
insurance business out of any class, and puts it entirely separate 
and distinct from everything else; and it cannot be compared by 
the public zvith other lines of business, as the conditions surround- 
ing and underlying it make it, to say the least, a peculiar busi- 
ness. 

In no sense of the word can fire insurance be classed as a 
Trust; even granting that we have organizations which promul- 
gate rates and make it necessary, for the success of the companies, 
to obtain these rates. 

A successful Trust must have for its basis an absolute known 
cost of manufacture, maintenance and selling expenses, and be 
controlled absolutely by one set of men at the head. None of 
these things exists in our business; for we cannot tell, even 
approximately, what our losses will amount to in a given year, 
or a period of years ; as a whole or upon any one single class ; to 
say nothing of the great hazard of conflagrations. 

At this point I want particularly to impress upon the Members 
of this Association that this paper has not for its purpose a 
criticism, in the least, of any class of companies, whether belong- 
ing to any Association, or working independently; and anything 
that may be said by me is solely for the purpose of bringing some 
new thought, if possible, before the Members of this Association, 
with the hope that some material benefit may be gained thereby. 
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In the foregoing pages I have called attention to some of the 
hardships we are obliged to bear, and for which we ourselves, 
directly, or indirectly, are in a great measure responsible: from 
the fact that there is not that affiliation among the insurance 
interests that there should be. 

One class of companies set up for themselves a model which 
they believe will correct the various ills that befall fire under-^ 
writing; and on the other hand, there is a class of companies 
that think the rules so promulgated are too stringeti^t for them to 
abide by. And there is still another class of companies that 
neither affiliate through their management, nor through any 
organizations or local agents. 

Is it any wonder then, that people who are totally ignorant of 
the fire insurance business, yet elected by the people of the various 
States to represent them in their legislatures, should pass laws 
that are inimical and hostile to our business? For if we are 
divided among ourselves in the things which are necessary for 
the success of our business, and for one reason or another, (and 
personal prejudice plays a great part in the division) we can 
hardly blame the representatives of the people for passing laws 
which cause so much hardship and injustice to our companies. 

It is not my purpose to find fault with the "Separation Plan",, 
but having separated, it does occur to me that it is ununse, and 
I might say, somewhat arbitrary^ to refuse the affiliation of a 
class of companies of hnoiim integrity and honesty of purpose, 
when by so doing, the interests of at least three-fourths of the 
companies might be bettered and more safely protected; and 
through affiliation, although in different organizations, some com- 
mon ground might be arrived at, upon which at least three- 
fourths of the companies might work in harmony and in justice 
to each other. 

There is but one result of non-affiliation and that is chaos and 
demoralization. 

All companies, irrespective of class, suffer to a more or less 
degree from rate cutting and excessive commissions ; and no one 
has gained materially, except the public who look upon us as a 
class of people who in order to spite their faces, amputate their 
noses. 

This demoralization brings increase of losses, and increase of 
expenses; both are higher than good underwriting should ever 
permit. 

I am firm in the belief that the representative of his principal 
has no right to bring into his business personal dislikes or antag- 
onisms against his co-laborers to the detriment of his principal's 
interests. 
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So much of this has crept into the insurance business, that it 
is difficult at times to have a full attendance of officials of insur- 
ance companies in a common meeting place, without these dis- 
likes and personal prejudices being exhibited; and, oftentimes, in 
anything but a dispassionate manner. 

The interests of the insurance business of each State, in my 
humble opinion, can best be conserved by the Field Men, irre- 
spective of organization; and in my limited experience, I have 
found it to be a rare occurrence for a Field Man to deviate, either 
in letter or in spirit, from any agreement that he may have made 
with his fellows. 

We could with a great deal of benefit emulate the practices of 
the New England States, which, I am informed, is the most suc- 
cessful and harmonious field to-day. And this field is controlled 
absolutely by the Field Men, irrespective of the class of 
companies they may represent. 

There is no line of business in this country in which there 
are so many competent and brainy men. I could occupy twenty 
minutes calling the roll of those who have served insurance com- 
panies in the past, and have left behind them a hallowed memory 
for their fairness, uprightness, and wonderful minds. So much 
for those who have gone before ; and we have among the living 
just as many of the same caliber, whose reputations stand out 
pre-eminently in our business. 

And it seems a pity, with all this intellect, with all this ability, 
that the insurance business cannot put itself in a position of pro- 
fessional dignity and fairness before the people of this country! 
And we will never be able to do this until we can conceive of 
some method, some basis, some common ground upon which we 
can all, irrespective of the interests we represent, affiliate. 

I am advised by the Officers of our Association that the 
greater percentage of our membership is composed of Field Men, 
who do as much, if not more, to make it possible for a company to 
succeed, as any other class of men connected with fire insurance 
companies. And it is to these men that I would like to see 
intrusted the business of the respective States in this territory, 
feeling confident that if an arrangement of this kind could be 
consummated, better practices, better observance of rules, and 
HARMONY would be obtained and maintained. 

I am not unmindful that there is a feeling among some 
companies, irrespective of class, of indifference relative to 
co-operation, or affiliation they taking the ground that they can 
stand anything that any other company can survive; in other 
words, it is the "survival of the Uttesf* ; Let us stop and consider 
what is the result : 
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As many companies of one class have retired from business as 
of another class, and for the retirement of one company, there is 
the formation of from five to ten nezv oties. The new ones do 
not affiHate, as a rule, taking the ground that they are new, have 
no business on their hooks, and must obtain agents; and in order 
to accomplish these things, they cannot agree to maintain com- 
missions or rates. The Net Result : they go into the agencies or 
towns where the older, established companies are operating, and 
then comes the continual ''batch of complaints" from this town, 
and that town ; that ratqs are not being maintained, and that the 
older, established companies are losing their business. And then 
follows, in natural sequence, the promulgation of that most 
foolish, and yet, at the same time, the only apparent plan to-day : 
"Rates are declared off in blank town.'' 

Who has gained? Not one single company, except that it 
might have put more liability on its books at a ridiculous 
premium; whereas, if we could have had affiliation among the 
Field Men, without restraint, rates and good practices, in ray 
judgment, could be maintained. 

To continue this paper to any greater length would be a 
repetition practically of what has already been said; and every- 
thing that has been said I believe is familiar to each and everyone 
of you ; and I will hazard the prediction that if a secret vote of 
this organization could be had, eighty per cent would vote for 
unrestrained affiliation betiveen all classes of Field Men. 

I make the statement for the reason that the Field Men 
naturally, through their duties, come in personal contact with each 
other throughout their fields; and no free-born man would, of 
his own selection, become an Ishmaelite to his fellows. And in 
nine cases out of ten when he assumes this position, it is because 
of necessity, or from some fancied wrong done him, which 
affiliation would not have permitted. 

The President — 

"Insurance Companies Before the Courts!" What a subject 
for research is here presented ! The gentleman who will address 
you is undoubtedly one of the foremost attorneys in the United 
States. He has represented insurance companies before the 
courts with marked success and knows whereof he speaks. 

I am not disposed to consume any time in the introduction of 
this speaker, as it can be used more profitably by him in the 
discussion of this very important subject. 

I have the honor of introducing to you Mr. Ashley Cockerill, 
Attorney at Law of Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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Mr. Ashley Cockerill : 

Mr. President and Members of the Fire Underwriters' 
Association of the Northwest : 

After hearing the beautiful things the president said about 
the gentleman who preceded me, I was somewhat curious to hear 
what he was going to say about me, not having had the pleasure 
of his acquaintapce, but I see that he has the proper report from 
home on that subject. (Laughter). 

A little girl once asked her father where he was born. He 
said: "I was born in San Francisco, my dear.** "Where was 
mamma bom?" "She was born in Boston." "And where was I 
born, Papa?" "You were born in Philadelphia. Why do you 
ask?" "Well, Papa, isn't it wonderful how we three all got 
together ?" (Laughter) . 

Now it appears to me just as remarkable how an insignificant, 
humble lawyer from the far southwest received the distinction 
of addressing this great body of insurance men from the great 
northwest. That same little girl, however, said: "Papa, Fm a 
heap nearer to Mamma than I am to you." He answered, 'Why, 
my dear?" "Well," she answered, "rm Mamma's little girl, and 
Fm only related to you by marriage." (Laughter) I want to 
claim for myself and for my friend Ryon a kinship to the 
insurance men by marriage. .We are brothers — in law. 
(Laughter). 

THE SINS OF THE COURTS. 

Your late President, in his beautiful and evidently character- 
istic letter, bestowing upon me the great honor of addressing your 
Association, suggested the subject of "Sins of Legislators," 
reminding me that sixty years ago Sir Herbert Spencer wrote an 
essay under that title, and intimating that my observation of 
insurance legislation in Arkansas had perhaps qualified me to 
write feelingly on that subject. But having just had my fill of 
legislative squabbles, being somewhat ashamed of my recent 
career as what might be termed "patriotic lobbyist," and prefer- 
ring to masquerade under the role of lawyer, I have chosen a 
subject involving sins more frequent, more flagrant and more 
serious than those of legislators, — the Sins of the Courts. 

Bad legislation is the result of errors of judgment, of mistaken 
policy, of ignorance, of passion, prejudice and politics. Legis- 
lators are directly from the people, equipped with no special 
training for their varied and difficult tasks of legislating for 
everybody and on every subject. Frequently their actions are 
governed rather by the demands of a frenzied and misled consti- 
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tuency which they represent than by their own maturer judgments 
and opinions. Their mistakes are of to-day and can be corrected 
on the morrow, without marring any great institution of 
government. 

But the sins of the courts are committed knowingly and with 
malice aforethought. Being learned in the law, ignorance cannot 
be appealed to in palliation of their offences. Not being properly 
responsible to any constituency, being theoretically above the 
clamor and whims of the people, governed only by the law, the 
sins of the courts against insurance companies are unpardonable, 
and mar and destroy the boasted symmetry of the law, which 
should be to the state, "What the bony skeleton is to the body, 
what her steel ribs are to a ship, holding all the parts fitly joined 
together, so that each may retain its proper functions." 

Ordinarily I should hesitate to address a body of lawyers on 
a strictly legal subject; but an extensive association with the fire 
insurance fraternity has convinced me that it is well up on the 
legal phase of an insurance policy, and that a discussion of cases 
dealing with its provisions will be as fully appreciated and per- 
haps more interesting to a Ijody of intelligent fire insurance men 
than to lawyers, and I am sure that the views expressed in this 
paper with which I am about to inflict you, will meet with con- 
siderably more sympathy than it would with the ninety-nine out 
of a hundred lawyers, who rather rejoice in and profit by, and are 
largely responsible for the outrages continually committed against 
you by the courts of our country. 

The equality of all before the law is the primal underlying 
idea of all free governments, and the basis of all written consti- 
tutions. But we all know that in practice wealthy corporations 
and especially insurance corporations do not get equal justice 
from the courts. Railroads have always claimed the distinction 
of receiving the harshest treatment at the hands of the law. The 
Standard Oil Company doubtless thinks that the fixing of the 
amount of the fire against it at the enormous sum of $29,240,000, 
upon the ground that the stockholders of the' Company are 
rich enough to pay it, hardly confirms the boasted principle that 
rich and poor are alike before the law. But railroad companies 
and even oil trusts are prime favorites with the courts in 
comparison with fire insurance companies. 

The injustice to insurance companies by juries is not hard to 
understand. Juries are composed for the most part of the rank 
and file of the people, who nurse in their bosoms passion and 
prejudice against all great corporations. Their minds are contin- 
ually inflamed by itinerant country savers against trusts, and not 
realizing that the fire insurance business is not, and from the 



The Sins of the Courts 69 

very nature of things cannot be, monopolized, they naturally fail 
to discriminate between merely wealthy insurance corporations on 
the one hand and real trusts and monopolies on the other. Yet 
when we consider that a jury by its verdict against the company 
has merely exercised its right to settle disputed questions of fact, 
it must be admitted that a prejudiced verdict, while unjust and 
sometimes outrageous, has violated no principle of government, 
has established no real precedent in the law, and that the worst 
that can be said of it is that the jury has, whether unconsciously 
or intentionally, done in the particular case an injustice to a liti- 
gant. The evil of prejudiced verdicts therefore, while, like 
Mercutio's wound, not as broad as a church door nor as deep as 
a well, is deep enough. 

But a discrimination against insurance companies by the 
judges of the courts, a refusal to apply in insurance cases princi- 
ples of law applicable to all, is indeed a far more serious proposi- 
tion. The law ought to be one thing for everybody. It cannot 
be moulded to fit the case, without destroying its symmetry. The 
guarantee of the equal protection of the law to all is pompous 
nonsense if the courts ignore or destroy it at will through the 
crevices of its shield. In fact, a judge who deliberately sacrifices 
the right of anyone by refusing him that measure of justice due 
to all, does society as great a wrong as does a perjured witness, 
and commits against the injured party as great an outrage as the 
thief, who steals his money. Beyond this a vital principle of 
justice is violated, and a blow given to our boasted system of 
jurisprudence. When a court permits passion, prejudice or 
politics to enter into its deliberations, it not only commits a tra- 
vesty upon justice itself, but it instills into heedless minds the 
poisonous belief that there is, and should be, one law for the rich 
and another for the poor, a belief that is subversive of the true 
principles of equity, and destructive to healthful public .sentiment. 

While everyone knows of the discrimination of the law against 
corporations generally, and fire insurance companies in particular, 
it is the purpose of this paper to call to your attention concrete 
instances of the refusal of the Courts to apply general principles 
of law in insurance cases. This is done not solely with the view 
of "cussing" the court, certainly not with the intention of imput- 
ing to it impure motives, but with the hope that a realization of 
the enormity of the oflFence may set you to thinking to conceive 
some way to eradicate or lessen the evil. 

Being launched into a theme as vast as this, one feels that he 
may be in danger, as the wandering Indian was on the prairie, 
who, when asked if he was lost, said, *'No; Indian no lost; tepee 
lost." The sins of the courts against insurance companies are 
so numerous that it would take volumes to present them even in 
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a general way. To such an extent has there prevailed a practice 
of finding some way to "stick" the insurance company, that there 
is now established through judicial decision a system of insurance 
law different from other law, a system invented by the courts for 
use in insurance cases only ; and this insurance law is so pliable 
and changeable as nearly always to permit a recovery against the 
company. Ignoring the contract in order to permit and sustain 
judgments against fire insurance companies is so common and 
popular that it is coming to be generally regarded as eminently 
proper, and this view is rapidly but surely crystallizing into 
accepted public sentiment. It is no longer startling to hear 
intelligent and otherwise honorable men, lawyers and even judges, 
express the opinion that the plairttiff should recover if he had a 
policy and a fire regardless of violations of the contract. There 
seems to be utterly no realization that any wrong has been done 
by such a course, either to the insurance company, public morals 
or the sacredness of the law itself. 

As a result every provision of the standard form of policy 
has suffered more or less by a strained construction against the 
insurer. Beginning with the first and going through to the last, 
the courts have by a system of misconstruction and judicial legis- 
lation committed either murder or mayhem upon nearly every 
provision of the contract. If any provision has escaped slaughter, 
it was by inadvertence, or because the Legislature had done the 
business first. 

Take the very first provision. It would seem that there was no 
room for controversy as to what was intended by the phrase, 
"direct loss by fire." Yet the courts have held that it is sufficient 
if the cause of the loss can be traced remotely back to a fire, thus 
construing direct to mean indirect. In a Massachusetts case, a 
fire occurred in a wire tower, which caused a short circuit ; this 
created an increase of electric current; this caused a higher 
energy to be exerted upon the armature, which energy was trans- 
mitted to the pulley by which this armature was run. The shock 
destroyed the pulley. This disturbed the main shaft, and the 
succeeding pulleys, up to the jack pulley were ruptured. By 
reason of pieces flying from the jack pulley, the fly wheel of the 
engine was destroyed, the governor broken arid everything 
crushed. The court held that the fire was the direct and proxi- 
mate cause of the damage to the machinery. That is ^'going some." 
Yet, in the earthquake cases, the San Francisco courts have held 
that where an earthquake started a fire in a building which was 
communicated to and destroyed other buildings, the earthquake 
was not the proximate cause of the last fires. The rule does not 
work both ways. The iron safe clause wouldn't know itself in a 
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mirror, and in some states has been practically annihilated ; and 
so all through the entire contract. 

Perhaps the most flagrant violation by the courts of the 
general principles of law is the extension in insurance cases of 
the equitable doctrine of estoppel into a system of law known as 
the law of insurance waiver. When a plain provision of a policy 
of insurance is violated, the favorite method adopted by the 
courts of disposing of the case in favor of the insured is through 
the liberal use of this doctrine of waiver. 

Waiver had its origin in estoppel. Where the insurer by 
some conduct or dealing induces the assured to act or to forbear 
to act to his disadvantage, the law declares that the insurer is 
estopped or prevented from taking advantage of the situation it 
has created. This is known as the equitable doctrine of estoppel, 
which is founded on right and justice, and is the only principle 
upon which any true waiver can be based. Any extension of 
the doctrine by the courts beyond that is arbitrary. Not only has 
there been such an extension, but now estoppel plays a small part 
in the doctrine of insurance waiver. The slightest actions of the 
insurer are held to be waivers of forfeitures incurred, regardless 
as to whether the assured has relied or acted to his injury on 
what the company has done or said, and regardless whether the 
assured has been misled or in any way placed in a worse position 
by reason of such action. Under the true doctrine of estoppel, 
the assured is merely placed back in the position he occupied 
before the action held to constitute an estoppel, but under the 
doctrine of waiver, the courts hold in one grand sweep that the 
forfeiture or defense is waived entirely. 

Non-waiver agreements voluntarily executed by the assured, 
expressly providing that no action of the adjuster in his examina- 
tion into the loss shall be regarded as a waiver of forfeitures are 
ignored, the courts frequently refusing to be cut out of their 
application of the doctrine of waiver by any such agreements. 

The doctrine of admitting parol testimony of knowledge by 
the insurer, prior to the issuance of the policy of facts at variance 
with its stipulations, and permitting the insured to give his oral 
version of antecedent negotiations with some local agent not only 
violates express terms of the policy, but constitutes a substantial 
departure from the elementary rules of evidence which do not 
permit parol evidence to contradict the terms of a written con- 
tract. It is a well-settled principle of law that a written contract 
merges all prior negotiations. The written instrument is con- 
clusively presumed to be the final and truthful evidence of the 
result of the negotiations and, if not good for that, the written 
contract is a meaningless formality. To go outside of the contract 
is to encourage falsehood, and fraud, and in the adjustment of 
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insurance rates must ultimately result either in disaster to the 
insurer, or in saddling upon innocent persons in some form the 
losses caused by unscrupulous claimants, who, if not concluded by 
the terms of the written contract, will suit their oral testimony 
to the exigencies of the case. Such were the conclusions of Mr. 
George Richards, in his work on Insurance, published fifteen 
years ago. Such was the conclusion of the Supreme Court of 
the United States in the first Northern Assurance Company case, 
183 U. S. But the courts now are practically unanimous in disre- 
garding in one way and another, in fire insurance cases, these 
elementary principles of law. Under the doctrine of waiver as 
applied to insurance cases it frequently happens that the assured 
recovers upon a policy in spite of a plain forfeiture upon the face 
of the policy, which, if the facts disclosed to the insurance com- 
pany for the first time at the trial had been made known to the 
company before the policy was accepted, the company would have 
declined the risk altogether. In this way the courts force upon 
insurers by this doctrine of waiver a contract which they had 
neither made, nor, upon the testimony disclosed at the trial, 
would have made if they had known it. 

And yet this system of waiver seems to apply only in insurance 
cases. It's a law for one class of litigants alone. It is extended 
beyond all limits of right or reason ; until to-day an adjuster must 
be as wise as Solomon, to investigate a loss without unwittingly 
waiving forfeitures and defenses. Even his silence may be con- 
strued as golden for the other fellow. In plain language, he is 
between the devil and the deep blue sea. 

The highest court in New York State, in speaking of the 
doctrine of insurance waiver, frankly states that the law of 
waiver is a technical doctrine, introduced and applied by courts 
for the purpose of defeating forfeitures in irvsurance cases. 

In the case of Northern Assurance Company vs. Grand View 
Building Association, 183 U. S. Reports, above referred to, the 
Supreme Court of the United States had decided that the pro- 
vision in the standard fire insurance policy preventing the waiver 
of any condition of the policy except by written endorsement on 
the policy, meant exactly what it said, and that a forfeiture 
incurred by reason of the existence of other insurance without 
permission endorsed on the policy, was not waived by reason of 
knowledge of the fact by the local agent issuing the policy. 

The court, in this case, applied to an insurance contract the 
same rules of law applicable to other contracts, and in the midst 
of a welter of confusion on the subject in the State courts, had 
apparently come to the rescue and brought order out of chaos. 

But recently, on a second appeal from a judgment on the same 
policy as reformed by a court of equity, the Supreme Court of the 
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United States held that the judgment for the Company in 183 U. 
S., although final, was not a bar to the second suit. And thus 
our great national tribunal permitted a recovery, on the same 
policy, and on exactly the same facts that were before it when it 
denied a recovery, without in any way receding from the princi- 
ples of law laid down in the first case. Not only had the insur- 
ance company in the first case won a fruitless victory, but in this 
way the future usefulness of the prior opinion was absolutely 
destroyed. The great case of the Northern Assurance Company 
vs. Grand View Building Association is now as useless to the 
insurance companies from a practical standpoint, as are the 
pyramids to the Children of Egypt. Most of the State Courts 
had repeatedly refused to follow it, but it was the law for the 
Federal Courts, and already a cry of joy has gone up, from the 
critics of the opinion in the first case, that the Supreme Court of 
the United States has "with apparent alacrity redeemed itself as 
soon as opportunity afforded." If a policy holder has avoided 
his policy under the decision of the Court in 183 U. S., and the 
case is removed to the Federal Court, it will be necessary for the 
policy holder in order to avoid the effect of that case merely to 
sue in equity to reforpi his policy, instead of suing at law ; and 
if he sues at law and is finally defeated, he can begin over again 
in equity, as though he had never had a suit at law. In this 
way the Supreme Court not only permitted its own solemn judg- 
ment to be ignored, but blazed a way by which the principles of 
law laid down in the first case may be dodged. Some may say 
that the Court redeemed itself ; yet others may be bold enough to 
suggest that stultify is the proper word. The usefulness now of 
the condition which seeks to prevent waiver by local agents, 
except by written endorsements, is at an end, the provision having 
been practically abrogated in one way or another by a course of 
judicial legislation. 

Another illustration of the extremities to which our courts are 
going in insurance cases is the case of Security Mutual Life 
Insurance Company vs. Prewitt, 202 U. S. Reports, 246, in which 
the Court held that while the State of Kentucky had no right to 
prohibit a removal to the Federal Court, or to require a stipula- 
tion from the corporation that it would not remove, it did have 
the right to pass a statute providing that if the company 
attempted to remove its license to do business could be revoked. 

The distinction made by the majority opinion is williout a 
substantial difference, and makes the validity of the statute turn 
upon the means of attaining the same unlawful end, because in 
either alternative the corporation is excluded from the State by 
reason of its refusal to consent to surrender the right given it 
under the Federal Constitution. The dissenting opinion in this 
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case is so vigorous, the prior decisions of that court so against 
the opinion of the majority, it will not be surprising if reason 
taking the place of excitement, and learning of impulse, the 
court will eventually overrule the Prewitt case, or invent some 
way by which the States will be prevented from requiring the 
companies to surrender a right given them by the Federal Consti- 
tution. Yet it is problematical whether the right of the removal 
is any longer valuable in view of the rapid tendency of the Fede- 
ral Reports of giving the companies the same harsh treatment 
accorded them by the State Courts. 

The doctrine of the absolute right of the States to exclude all 
foreign corporations from their borders, or to impose such con- 
ditions on them as they see fit, has been applied in all its extremes. 
The Supreme Court of Arkansas upheld a statute prohibiting 
insurance companies from doing business in the State, if they 
belonged to rating bureaus in other states for the purpose only 
of fixing rates in those other states. This seemed to be a stretch 
of the law, but the Prewitt case has capped the climax, and, if it 
is logically followed, the last barrier on the right of a state to 
impose conditions upon foreign corporations doing business in 
the state, has been swept away. 

It seems proper to add that the decisions of the courts in 
earlier days were based upon the doctrine that a fire insurance 
policy was a unilateral contract, in the wording of which the 
assured had no part. The drastic interpretations of the courts 
had a tendency to drive companies into constant revisions of their 
contracts, in order to ward off the hardship of these decisions by 
new and plainer wordings of the policy, but this was countered by 
the states themselves taking up the work of policy making. At 
the present time seventeen states require their own standard 
forms of policies and endorsement, while in practically all other 
states the companies are using the standard form prescribed by 
the state of New York. 

When the states began to make the policy contracts and for- 
bade the companies to use any other, it was confidently expected 
that future court decisions would be based upon the facts and 
that the companies would be relieved from the disadvantageous 
interpretations which always attach to the maker of a unilateral 
contract, but this expectation has not been realized, for the 
courts have not interpreted the fire contract any more liberally 
because of the fact that it is now made by statute instead of by 
the insurance companies. 

But to mind, the most outrageous decisions of the Courts are 
those upholding on one ground or another statutes imposing 
penalties on insurance companies for failing to pay losses within 
the time stipulated in the policies. Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
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Indiana, Missouri, Nebraska, Tennessee, Texas, and perhaps 
others have passed such statutes. 

They vary in their degrees of severity. Some impose as a 
penalty a percentum of the amount due and an attorney's fee, 
some a percentage alone, and others an attorney's fee alone. 
Some provide that the penalty shall not be assessed unless the 
jury finds that the refusal of the Company to pay was in bad 
faith, or was vexatious. The Tennessee act is theoretically fair. 
It is the only one that works the penalty both ways. It imposes 
the penalty only in cases of refusal to pay in bad faith, limits the 
penalty to the amount of expense actually suffered by the assured, 
and gives the insurance company the same rights to a penalty 
against the assured in case of his defeat. But from a practical 
standpoint, it is little different from the others, because no jury 
would find that a plaintiff had sued an insurance company in bad 
faith. In fact, this act is a monument to the ingenuity of its 
author, who has concocted a scheme theoretically perfect, yet 
ffom a practical standpoint, unfair and one-sided. 

Arkansas, in 1905, passed the most unjust and oppressive act 
of all. It fixes absolutely a penalty of twelve per cent, of the 
amount due and plaintiff/s attorney's fees in all courts to which 
the case may be carried. Under this act, the penalty is imposed 
as a punishment for a mere failure to pay a loss. No discretion 
is allowed the court. No matter how suspicious the loss, how 
fraudulent the claim appears, how flagrant seem the violation of 
the terms of the policy, how much in good faith the Company 
acts, if the insurance company, refuses to pay, is sued and loses, 
the penalty is imposed as a matter of course. If the insured has 
a policy for one thousand dollars, demands that amount, the com- 
pany refuses to pay because the loss is only five hundred dollars, 
and the insured sues and recovers only five hundred dollars, the 
penalty is imposed according to the literal terms of the act. 

Now, there is some merit in the proposition that one who is 
unsuccessful in a suit should pay, in addition to the loss of the 
subject matter of the litigation, a penalty or his opponent's 
attorney's fees. Under the Roman law, the man who denied a 
plain debt (nexum) paid, if defeated, double; but the plaintiff 
had to suffer the same penalty when he lost the suit, and if he 
erred ever so little in the valuation of the amount to which Ee 
was justly entitled, he forfeited the whole amount. There is 
also some show of justice in inflicting a penalty in cases in which 
the infringement of legal rights is an aggravated breach of 
faith. But these one-sided insurance penalty statutes to a fair- 
minded laymen appear outrageous, unjust, oppressive and 
discriminating, and to a lawyer, to be in violation of the G)nsti- 
tution of the United States and of the various states in several 
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particulars. Yet the history of these statutes in the courts strongly 
illustrates the proposition that the courts do not apply to these 
cases the same rules of law applicable to the cases of other 
litigants. To these cases, I shall devote most of the time allotted 
me. 

Our Federal Constitution provides against the deprivation of 
property without due process of law, and guarantees the equal 
protection of the laws to all. All state constitutions have 
similar provisions, and some additional provisions of one kind 
and another providing that every person is entitled to obtain 
justice without purchase, completely and without denial, and 
prohibiting the granting to citizens, or classes of citizens, of 
privileges, or immunities, which, upon the same terms, shall not 
equally belong to all. It would seem plain that such statutes 
clearly violate these constitutional provisions. 

In many of the States, similar statutes have been passed 
imposing penalties on the railroad companies for failing to pay 
stock claims, etc. ; upon manufacturing corporations for failing 
to pay the wages of their employes weekly; upon contractors 
for failing to pay mechanics wages, and the like. In most of 
these cases, the courts have condemned the statutes as class legis- 
lation. It is true that many of these statutes aimed at railroads, 
have been upheld, but en the theory that a police statutory rule 
had been violated by a public agency, and that the penalty was 
justified as a punishment of the wrong-doer. 

But, when the statutes were clearly a scheme for the collection 
of debts or damages, and were not aimed at insurance companies, 
they have uniformly been held Aoid and unconstitutional by the 
courts. 

The leading case on the subfect is Railway Company vs. 
Ellis, 165 U. S., decided in January, 1897. Judge Brewer's 
opinion in that case is one of the greatest efforts of that distin- 
guished jurist. He held a Texas statute imposing a penalty on 
railroads for failure to pay stock claims unconstitutional. The 
gist of his opinion is contained in the following quotation : 

"Considered as such, it is simply a statute imposing a penalty 
upon railroad corporations for a failure to pay certain debts. No 
individuals are thus punished, and no other corporation. The 
act singles out a certain class of debtors and punishes them, 
when, for like delinquencies, it punishes no others. They are 
not treated as other debtors, or equally with other debtors. They 
cannot appeal to the court as other litigants under like conditions 
and with like protection. If litigation terminates adversely to 
them, they are mulcted in the attorneys fees of the successful 
plaintiff; if it terminates in their favor, they recover no attorney's 
fee. It is no sufficient answer to say that they are punished only 
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when adjudged to be in the wrong. They do not enter the 
courts upon equal terms. They must pay attorney's fees if 
wrong ; they do not recover any if right ; while their adversaries 
recover if right and pay nothing if wrong. In the suit, therefore, 
to which they are parties, they are discriminated against, and are 
not treated as others. They do pot stand equal before the law. 
They do not receive its equal protection. All this is obvious from 
a mere inspection of the statute." 

This case was received for a while by the State courts in 
cases not involving insurance statutes as the law of the land, not 
only as settling the proposition that such statutes violated the 
Federal Constitution, but also that they violated similar pro- 
visions of the State constitution. It is true that in the later case of 
Railway Company vs. Matthews, 174 U. S. 96, the court held con- 
stitutional a Kansas statute allowing an attorney's fee to the 
successful plaintiff in a suit against railroads for damages by fire, 
but the court reiterated the proposition that the payment of debts 
is not a matter subject to police regulation, and distinguished the 
case from the Ellis case on the ground that the purpose of the 
Kansas statute was not to compel the payment of debts, but to 
secure the utmost care on the part of railroad companies to pre- 
vent the escape of fire from their moving trains, a matter in the 
nature of a police regulation ; hence the Matthews case is not an 
authority in favor of the constitutionality of these insurance 
penalty statutes. 

Georgia's statute is a very old one, and was construed by the 
Supreme Court of that State in the 55th, 63d and 74th Georgia 
Reports, but not until 1901, in Phoenix Insurance Company vs. 
Hart, 112 Georgia 768 (38 S. E., 68), was its constitutionality 
directly passed on. The Georgia Statute provides for a penalty 
against insurance companies of all kinds for refusing in bad 
faith to pay a loss. The court held the statute contrary to the 
Federal and State Constitutions, basing its decision on the Ellis 
case, 165 U. S., and stating that the Ellis case was approvingly 
cited in Railway Company vs. Matthews, 174 U. S. 

This decision logically follows both the Ellis and Matthews 
cases, and decided correctly the unconstitutionality of these 
penalty statutes. 

In 1898 (before the Matthews case, 174 U. S.) the Supreme 
Court of Kansas, in British American Insurance Co. vs. Brad- 
ford, 55 Pac, 333, held that a statute passed in 1893, allowing 
an attorney's fee in suits against fire insurance companies, was 
valid as a police regulation, assimilating the case to a statute 
imposing attorney fees against railroad companies for 
negligently "setting out fires," which was held constitutional in 
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Railroad Company vs. Matthews, 58 Kansas, 447, which case 
afterwards was affirmed in 174 U. S. Reports, 96, 

The court criticized Railroad vs. Ellis, 165 tj. S. as failing to 
differentiate railroad, insurance and other like corporations from 
private individuals and purely private corporations, and in its 
failure to view the public character of the former and the private 
character of the latter, as a basis for a just and reasonable 
classification. This case was followed in Hartford Fire Insur- 
ance Co. vs. Warbritton, 71 Pac, 278,- (1903). 

Yet in Atkinson vs. Woodmansee, 64 Pac, 325, the Supreme 
Court of Kansas held that a statute providing for an attorney's 
fee for an artisan or a day laborer in mechanics lien cases, was 
unconstitutional as denying two persons the equal protection of 
the law. The court said : 

"Under the Constitution of the State of Kansas, artisan and 
owner, contractor and laborer, are each possessed of equal and 
inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
They all live under the same undiscriminating sunshine, breathe 
the same free air, venerate the^ same historical past, are inbred 
with the same patriotic ideas, and look forward to equal shares 
in the common blessings of a higher civilization in a brighter 
future. The burden of the law upon them should be as equal 
and impartial as the law of gravitation, and yet, in the baldest 
and most arbitrary manner imaginable, this act singles out a 
certain class of debtors and punishes them, when for like 
delinquencies, it punishes no others. They are not treated as 
other debtors, or equally with other debtors," etc., continuing 
apparently with great gusto, a quotation from Railway Company 
vs. Ellis, the case which the court refused to follow in the 
Matthews case as applicable to railroads, and refused to apply to 
insurance companies in the British American case. Here we have 
an inconsistency and a discrimination that is appalling. The 
Ellis case was good law for a contractor and bad law for the 
insurance company. 

Shylock, when goaded to the point of frenzy, exclaimed : 

*Hath noth a Jew eyes? Hath noth a Jew hands? Organs, 
dimensions, senses, affections, passions? Fed with the same food, 
hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same diseases, healed 
by the same means, warmed and cooled by the same winter and 
summer, as a Christian?'* Why, under the laws of Kansas, are 
not the insurers and the insured each possessed with equal rights 
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness? Why do they not 
live under the same undiscriminating sunshine? Why is not the 
burden of the law upon them as equal and impartial as the laws 
of gravitation? And why should an attempted discrimination 
between employer and laborer by a penalty statute incite such 
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poetical sentiments from a court in denouncing it as bald and 
arbitrary, when the same kind of a statute against an insurance 
company is mildly and calmly upheld ? 

The Kansas case, holding that it is in the proper exercise of 
the police power of the State to impose a penalty upon insurance 
companies for failure merely to pay claims under policies, is not 
only opposed to the Ellis and Matthews cases, but is opposed to 
all principles of law. It is true that many cases hold that fire 
insurance has come to be a business clothed with a public inter- 
est. For that reason, the Legislature has doubtless authority in 
the proper exercise of its police power to adopt such necessary 
regulations as will effectually protect the community from losses 
and injury. Statutes permitting examinations into the financial 
condition of the companies,, requiring licenses from the State, 
and regulating the manner and method of business so as to pre- 
vent the people from being imposed upon by irresponsible and 
insolvent insurers, have been uniformly and properly upheld. 
Indeed, as if apprehensive that the exceptionally distinguishing 
features of the Matthews case, (the communication of fire to 
farms when '^caused by the operating of the road'') might be 
misunderstood and misapplied, the Court in that case took the 
precaution before closing the opinion, to observe that, "if the 
discrimination is based upon matters which have no relation to 
the object sought to be accomplished, the same conclusion of 
unconstitutionality is affirmed." 

No duty to pay its debts rests on insurance companies which 
is not equally obligatory upon all debtors. It is no part of the 
police power of the State to say that an insurance company shall 
pay its debts any more promptly than anybody else. 

As said by Judge Cooley ; ''Police regulations must have some 
reference to the comfort, safety and welfare of society." 

The very terms of these statutes show that their purpose is 
not to protect the community from calamity by preventing the 
destruction of property from any recognized dangerous methods 
of operations, but their sole purpose is to coerce the payment of a 
private debt by deterring insurance companies from taking any 
chances of litigation, even though they may honestly believe they 
have a meritorious defense. 

In recent insurance penalty cases, however, the Supreme 
•Court of the United States has refused to follow the Ellis case 
and the well settled principles of law therein expounded. 

The first of these is Fidelity & Mutual Life Association vs. 
Mettler, 183 U. S., decided in 1902. 

In that case, arose in question the validity of the Texas Stat- 
ute which directs that life and health insurance companies who 
shall default in the payment of their policies shall pay twelve per 
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cent, damages, and a reasonable attorney's fee. The Supreme 
Court of the United States upheld the constitutionality of the 
Statute without expressly disapproving or overruHng the Ellis 
case, and indeed without mentioning it further than to say that 
the reasoning in that case did not apply, but that the reasoning 
in the Matthews case was more applicable. The court traced the 
history of the Texas statutes imposing conditions upon corpora- 
tions doing business in the State, and by a labored effort, 
reached the Conclusion that the act was a condition upon which 
life and health insurance companies were permitted to do 
business in Texas, and being applicable to all of a class was not 
discriminating. 

Note carefully that the Supreme Court of the United States 
in this case did not uphold the statute on the theory that it was 
a proper police regulation ; on the contrary, the court was careful 
to avoid that. It turned to the now over-worked and strained 
doctrine, that a state has a right to prescribe conditions upon 
which corporations may do business in its borders. 

This Texas statute was again upheld in Iowa Life Insurance 
Co. vs. Lewis, 187 U. S., 335, the Court saying merely that it was 
satisfied with its reasoning in the Mettler case. 

In the case of Farmers & Merchants Insurance Co. vs. Dob- 
ney, 189 U. S., 301, a penalty statute of Nebraska was under 
consideration providing for an attorney's fee to be taxed as part 
of the costs, when a judgment was rendered against any insur- 
ance company on a policy on real property which had been totally 
destroyed. In this case, the Court merely extended the doctrine 
of classification, justifying discrimination against insurance 
companies on the ground that the business of insurance might be 
classified as against other occupations, to an approval of a sub- 
classification of the different kinds of fire insurance policies. The 
Court then quoted the preceding cases and upheld the statute 
without stating whether on the theory that the statute was a 
proper police regulation, or that it was regarded as a corporation 
condition statute. 

The Supreme Court of the United States having in these 
recent cases arbitrarily and without consistency sustained these 
several statutes as not being in conflict with the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the Constitution of the L^nited States, the States 
Court appear to be as blindly following them, as they are declin- 
ing to follow the decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the first Northern Assurance Company case in 183 U. 
S., which favored the insurance company. 

The Florida Statute applies to fire and life insurance com- 
panies, and provides for the recoverv of attorney's fee only. 
The Supreme Court of Florida, in Tillis vs. London, Liverpool 
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& Globe Insurance Company, in 1903, 35 So. 171, followed the 
Dobney case without comment, and in Hartford Fire Insurance 
Co. vs. Redding, in 1904, (37 So. 62), and Pythas vs. Liscomb in 
1905 (39 So. 637), it has blindly followed the Tillis case. 

Nebraska, in 1903, in case of Farmers Mutual Insurance Co. 
vs. Cole, 93 N. W., 700, did the same thing. 

Kansas had already gone wrong. 

Missouri passed her penalty statute as early as 1865, provid- 
ing for the recovery of ten per cent, damages in case an insurance 
company vexatiously refused to pay a loss. It was construed in 
the 45th and 47th Missouri Reports. In 1889, she amended by 
adding ^*a reasonable attorney's fee." In Paddock vs. Railway 
Company, 155 Mo., 537 (56 S. W., 453), the Court had followed 
in a railroad penalty case the Ellis case in 165 U. S. Reports. In 
Thompson vs. Traders Insurance Company, 68 S. W., 889, 
(Mo.) the Court held the Ellis case decisive of the unconstution- 
ality of an insurance penalty statute, but, in Williams vs. St. 
Louis Life Insurance Company, a later Missouri case, 87 S. W., 
499, we find the penalty assessed, without any question being 
made as to its constitutionality. 

The Supreme Court of Arkansas has not yet passed upon the 
constitutionality of her penalty statute. It should be plain from 
what has been said, that these insurance penalty statutes would 
fail if they were not aimed at insurance companies. The Courts 
have undoubtedly made fish of one class of litigants and fowl 
of others. 

In place of the goddess of Justice, with her scales balanced in 
one hand to weigh out justice equally to all, and her sword in the 
other hand to enforce it, we have her in insurance cases with her 
scales tilted on the side of the insured, and the sword — the 
penalty statute — presented at the breast of the company to pre- 
vent it from applying for even an equal chance at justice. It is 
enough to make one lose heart. Should the companies give up 
and submit to injustice without further struggle? A negro was 
brought up for some petty offense. The "case of the State of 
Iowa against John Jones, was read in a loud voice. The negro's 
eyes bulged nearly out of their sockets, and he seemed perfectly 
overcome with terror and astonishment when he was asked for 
his plea, he gasped out: "Well, yo Honnah, ef de whole State 
of Iowa am agin dis one pore niggah, Fse gwine to give up right 
now.'^ ^ 

Baron Von Ihering, Professor of Law at the University of 
Goettingen, in 1872, delivered a remarkable lecture before a 
society of jurists under the title, '*The Struggle for Law.'' He 
asserts that all the law in the world has been obtained by strife; 
that every principle of law had first to be wrung by force from 
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those who denied it, that all the great achievements which the 
history of the law has to record have had to be won, in the first 
instance by the most violent struggles. He maintains that the 
struggle for one's rights is a duty of the person whose rights 
have been violated, not only to himself, but to the public, and that 
the assertion of one's legal rights is a duty which he owes to 
society. He says: 

'The coward who flees the battle saves what others sacrifice, 
— his life ; but he saves it at the cost of his honor. Only the fact, 
that others make a stand, protects him and the community from 
the consequences which his mode of action would otherwise inev- 
itably draw after it. If all thought as he, they would all be 
lost. And precisely the same is true of the cowardly adandon- 
ment of one's legal rights. Innocent as the act of an individual, 
it would, if raised to the dignity of a general principle of action, 
be the destruction of the entire law." 

He designates the "psychological source of all law as the feel- 
ing of legal right (Rechtsgefthl)." And he states this great 
truth : "His legal right, the law, is the moral condition of exist- 
ence of the person ; the assertion of that right is his moral self 
preservation. . . .In defending his legal rights, he asserts and 
defends the whole body of the law, within the narrow space 
which his own legal rights occupy. . . When the legal right 
of the individual is sacrificed, the law is sacrificed likewise." 

"The feeling of legal right is the root of the whole tree. If 
the root be good for nothing, and if it wither in the rocks and soil, 
all the rest is but an illusion ; the storm comes and uproots it. 
But the trunk and the top are seen, while the roots are in the 
ground and veiled from sight. The disastrous influence which 
unjust laws and bad legal institutions exercise on the moral 
power of the nation, acts underground, where it escapes our 
attention ; we are too apt to be concerned only with the stately 
top ; the poison which rises from the roots, is insiduous and all the 
more deadly because unnoticed. But despotism knows where it 
must strike to fell the tree; it leaves the top untouched at first, 
but destroys the roots. Every despotism has begun with attacks 
on private law, with the violation of the legal rights of the 
individual ; when its work is done the tree falls of itself." 

The same author remarks that modern jurisprudence had 
certainly lost sight of the idea that there is a question in an 
infringement of one's legal rights, not merely a pecuniary value, 
but of the satisfaction of the wounded feeling of legal right. 

Little good is accomplished by pointing out evils without sug- 
gesting some means of relieving the situation ; and here comes 
the rub. It has gone so far, how can it be stopped ? Following 
Von Ihering's motto, "By struggling shalt thou obtain thy 
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rights," a firm, fearless, and consistent resistance should be made 
against injustice, and wrong, and a sturdy fight should be kept 
up by the great insurance community group for their rights in 
the courts. And especially these penalty laws that seek to put 
in the hands of policy holders a big stick with which to compel 
payments that may not be due, either in law or right, should be 
resisted and fought to the bitter end. It may be suggested that 
fire insurance companies are not loath to protect their rights and 
that they cannot be accused of shunning the courts. My own 
limited experience and observation teaches me that no business 
institution in the world is more liberal in disregarding technical 
violations of their contracts than fire insurance companies. Yet, 
when it comes to defending their rights, in the Legislatures and 
courts, I know of no great business that has as little system, or 
less co-operation in its own ranks. There is rarely any unity 
in action among fire insurance companies, even in matters where 
all are interested in the same result. Not satisfied with a friendly 
rivalry, they are often bitterly lined up one against the other, 
each struggling selfishly to obtain an advantage over the other, 
and often willingly losing what each seeks for itself in order to 
deprive another from sharing with it. In the great fight made 
before the last Arkansas Legislature to so modify the anti-trust 
law of the State as to permit to do business in the State the 
foreign fire insurance companies which had been barred, with 
the entire business interests of the State clamoring for the read- 
mission of the companies, and with the welfare of the state 
demanding it, many insurance agents and companies fought the 
repealing bill and came near defeating it. Some of them could do 
business in the State notwithstanding the anti-trust act, others 
could do business in the state by evading it, and these were will- 
ing to sacrifice the interests of the state and of the insurance 
fraternity generally in order to subserve their own selfish 
interests. 

This is merely one illustration out of many that could be cited. 

In insurance litigation, there is the same lack of cooperation 
and unity of action. 

Unlike the railroads, and other large corporations, that main- 
tain great systems of legal departments, the fire insurance 
companies usually hire attorneys only when compelled to appear 
in Court, and these attorneys are ordinarily chosen and changed 
at the whim of the adjuster or agent, the company rarely having 
anything to do with their employment. Often an insurance com- 
pany that has more than one law suit in a given locality has a 
different lawyer in each, and when a dozen companies are inter- 
ested in one suit, each often hires a different lawyer. In this 
way, no lawyer, or set of lawyers, except possibly in the great 
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cities, can aiford to make a specialty of insurance law, because 
the tenure of employment is too small, uncertain and indefinite. 

Again, many of the hard cases that appear in our courts in 
which bad law is made, are cases against irresponsible or small 
local companies that fight everything and pay nothing, and these 
cases are sometimes poorly presented by their attorneys; yet the 
questions decided are of the utmost interest to the insurance 
world and binding upon the great mass of companies that sit 
supinely by without interest in their outcome. I make bold to 
assert that although fire insurance companies are popularly 
regarded as in the biggest trust in the United States, there is no 
great business in the world in which there is less cooperation 
and uniformity of action. 

The great work for educative associations such as this, should 
be to engender harmonious cooperation among all fire" under- 
writers as an ideal group along high lines, in an effort to obtain 
right and justice from legislatures, courts and executives. 

I sincerely hope that nothing I have said has even hinted at 
a disrespect for the courts of our country. Nothing is more 
despicable than the demagogue who seeks to discredit the judici- 
ary, or impute to it improper motives. I believe in the purity of 
the courts of our country. But courts are human, and decisions 
are often unconsciously aflfected by passion, prejudice and 
politics. It seems only natural that a litigant in disfavor with 
the people should not be a favorite in the courts. And it is 
certain that everything that is done to court the favor of the 
people by the fire insurance companies will, in the end, be reflected 
in the treatment they receive before the courts and juries. 
Fair adjustments and good treatment of the assured, honest and 
upright dealings with all, a fearless struggle for your rights, and 
cooperation and unity of action, along these lines will help to 
relieve the companies of their unpopularity before the courts. 

Mr. H. M. Huflf— 

It has been stated that we are all of us here more or less 
lawyers. In fact we have had to learn something of the law in 
order to maintain ourselves. However I am sure that we all feel 
that, having heard the very eloquent address to which we have 
all listened with much interest, we will go away from here better 
lawyers by far than we were before we heard this address. I 
believe I voice the sentiments of every member of this association 
when I say that however far any member of this association may 
have traveled to hear this address, he is amply repaid if he 
should hear nothing else at this convention, and I therefore move 
you, Mr. President, that we extend to the gentleman our sincere 
thanks by a rising vote. 
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The motion was seconded and a rising vote of thanks was 
tendered the author of the paper. 

The Convention then adjourned until Thursday morning at 
ten o'clock. 

SECOND DAY— MORNING SESSION. 

The President called the meeting to order shortly after lO 
o'clock a. m. 

The President — 

Gentlemen, invitations having been extended to all state 
auditors to attend this meeting, as well as many other men of 
prominence, we have several letters of regret from those who 
could not be here, whose names the Secretary will read: 

Mr. Briggs : 

E. Myron Wolf, — Commissioner Ins., California, 
J. J. Brinkerhoff, — Actuary Ins. Dept., Illinois, 
Charles W. Barnes, Superintendent Ins., Kansas, 
H. R. Prewitt, — Commissioner Ins., Kentucky, 
Eugene J. McGivney, — Ass't Secy. State, Louisana, 
W. D. Vandiver, — Superintendent Ins., Missouri, 
Otto Kelsey, — Superintendent Ins., New York, 
James R. Young, — Commissioner Ins., No. Carolina, 
Rob't R. Milner, — Commissioner Ins., Texas, 

C. S. Tingley, — Secretary State, Utah, 

Sam H. Nichols, — Commissioner Ins., Washington, 

F. W. Offenhauser, — President Local Agents' Association of 
the United States. 

W. H. Stevens, — President Agricultural Insurance Co., 

Watertown, N. Y., 
Frank Lock, — Manager Atlas Assurance Co., LYd, of New 

York, 
Chas. H. Post, — Manager Caledonian Insurance Co., N. Y., 
Wm. J. Dutton, — President Fireman's Fund Insurance Co., 

San Francisco, Cal. 
Chas. L. Case, Manager London Assurance Corporation, of 

New York, 

D. J. Sweeny, — Vice-President United Firemen's Insurance 
Co., Philadelphia, 

Chas. C. Gray, — Insurance Commissioner, Rhode Island, 

J. Montgomery Hare, — ^U. S. Manager, Norwich Union Ins. 

Co., 
W. B. Clark,— Pres. .^tna Ins. Co. 

E. C. Cooper, — Commissioner, South Dakota. 
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The President — 

Gentlemen, I find it will be necessary to change the name of 
one of the members of the Committee of five appointed yesterday 
to select a Board of Directors to be approved by this Association. 
I have appointed Mr. J. W. O'Brien of Michigan, in the place 
of Mr. Fletcher — Mr. O'Brien, of the Home of New York. I 
would like to ask if the Committee is present. I hope they will 
be ready to report immediately after the conclusion of the reading 
of the papers this morning and before adjournment, because 
action will be taken by the association, as I understand it, on 
their appointment. 

The President- 
Ladies and Gentlemen: In introducing to you the next 
speaker on our program, I do so with a great deal of personal 
feeling. I have never known him intimately but must say that 
he has done as much to assist me in the production of this pro- 
gram as any other living man and I wish here and now to thus 
publicly thank him. His unselfish cooperation has been an 
inspiration to me. 

From an insurance standpoint he has been reared in the busi- 
ness. His father is the oldest insurance agent in point of service 
in the employ of one of the oldest insurance companies in the 
United States, having passed his fiftieth year as the agent of this 
one company. Is it strange then, that his son, who, as I am 
informed, cried for an insurance policy before he cried for any- 
thing else, should follow in the footsteps of his Father? 

I take great pleasure in introducing to you the gentleman 
who will address vou upon the subject "The Education of the 
Public Through the Local Agent/'— Mr. C. T. Deatrick of 
Columbus, Ohio, State Agent of the Home Insurance Company 
of New York. 

Mr. C. T. Deatrick— 

THE EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC THROUGH THE 

AGENT. 

Mr. President and Members of the Fire Underwriters' 
Association of the Northwest: 

It is said that there are times when a man must do something 
for the glory of his country and the good of his fellow men, 
even to serving on a jury, and when I was notified that I had 
been selected to make an address before this body I felt as though 
I was "up against it," to use a common expression, realizing 
fully the responsibility for any utterances I might make on so 
difficult a subject. 
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During my brief experience in the business of fire insurance 
I have heard a number of expressions as to the education of the 
public, naturally that was one of my first thoughts in my strug- 
gles for a subject to talk on, and I am in need of your indulgence. 

The Education of the Public has been the topic of numerous 
articles in the Insurance Journals for a long time, past, and seems 
to be yet a favorite, judging from the number of papers of late 
on the subject and from different sections of the country various 
ideas have been advanced from time to time by those discussing 
it, as well as those engaged in the business of fire insurance, but 
like the sewing circle, we hear so much of, no two seem to agree 
as to the best way it should be brought about, excepting possibly 
that the resident Local Agent is logically the unwilling missionary. 

The education of the public brings up many problems, and 
prominently among these are — how best to convince the people 
that the fire insurance policy is a bond of indemnity and not a 
promissory note, or speculative contract ; that the cost to the policy 
holder is measured by the cost to the Company, and that while 
the cost should be the least possible to the assured, yet the Com- 
pany and the Agent are entitled to reasonable compensation for 
the risk assumed and the service rendered that some of the ways 
to reduce the cost are — the removal of burdensome and unreason- 
able taxation, reduction of the fire hazard, and consequent loss 
ratio to the amount insured, by improved and fire-resisting 
building construction, a prohibition of hazardous features such 
as storage of gasoline, dry cleaning establishments, garages, 
moving picture shows, etc., from the mercantile and congested 
districts. Sometimes I think the general public do not care to be 
educated in these lines, and this is evidenced by a neglect of 
common fire dangers and a disinclination to remove serious 
hazards, unless through the drastic influence of an advance in the 
rate. 

Several years ago the Bureau for the Dissemination of 
Information, with the assistance of the field men, undertook to 
conduct a campaign of education of the public through the 
medium of the newspapers, but the work was without apparent 
results, the newspapers evidencing a lack of interest in the sub- 
ject, even though they were furnished with '1)oiler plate matter." 
In the old days printers were supposed to live on wmd and take 
cord wood in payment of subscriptions, but times have changed 
and "Journalism'' has been succeeded by "Commercialism," 
"space" is worth money and you can get it if you pay for it, but 
not otherwise. Assistance from newspapers can be secured by 
paying for the "Ad" ; they are not in the business for their health. 

Even the success of this mode of education is doubtful, for 
you may as well expect the average man to read the United States 
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census reports as the articles in newspapers on this subject. He 
has not the time nor the inclination. 

What interest has he in the fact that fire insurance is a busi- 
ness strewn with the wrecks of many misguided ambitions and 
that according to the record of the National Board but three 
hundred out of thirteen hundred companies, organized in the 
last fifty years, have survived, or that the loss on underwriting 
in this country for the past ten years exceeds one hundred mil- 
lions of dollars, unless he be one of the unfortunate stock holders 
of the "Erysipelas of Alaska," and then he does not want to be 
told about it. 

Observations had in a number of years in this business, both 
locally and in the field, leads me to conclude that thei resident 
Local Agent is the real educator of the public and largely molds 
the ideas of the people as to fire insurance. His influence on them 
is either good, bad or indiflFerent, mostly the latter, and many 
times we are inclined to think he is but reflecting his principal. 

Most of the insuring public rely largely, in fact almost entirely, 
upon the man who places their fire insurance, be they lawyers, 
bankers, manufacturers, merchants, or of other vocations, and 
seldom do they read their contract with the Company, even 
though there has been printed on the document in large bold 
face type, "Read your Policy.'^ Many are too busy, others have 
no inclination, being content with the thought ^'Oh, it is all right 
anyhow," some would not have a clear understanding of it if they 
did. 

To many men a fire insurance contract is all "Greek" and 
they appear to be utterly unable to comprehend its intent, whether 
this be due to the dazed condition from coming in contact with 
the Adjuster or not I cannot say, but the fact remains neverthe- 
less. It is the common impression that the Adjuster wears horns 
and is the meanest man on earth and getting meaner every day, 
so it may as well be charged up to him along with many other 
of his alleged sins. 

A short time ago in conversation with a prominent manufac- 
turer, the subject of relations of the Agent with the policy holder 
came up. The gentleman is unusually intelligent, with better 
ideas as to fire insurance than most men, and stated that he looked 
upon the Agent as he wQuld his lawyer depending almost entirely 
upon him when it came to the matter of fire insurance, relying 
upon the Agent to furnish him with good companies, proper 
forms of policy, and to see that he was protected against loss, 
that he was willing to carry adequate insurance and pay a rate 
that would leave the Company a fair margin for profit, that he 
paid the premiums when due, placed the papers in the vault, and 
never looked at them, being confident that they were all right and 
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in the event of fire the only question to be determined would be 
the amount of loss. , 

This case is evidence that the resident Agent is looked upon 
by many as a sort of guardian of the interests of both the Com- 
pany and the assured, he is there placed in the light of serving 
two masters, and when successful in this respect is generally 
sought as a desirable Age*;t, especially when the Company seeks 
to continue busines in the community, and the assured wants to 
feel safe. 

Inefficiency upon the part of the Agent is often, and I might 
say in the majority of cases, the cause of many of the differences 
between the Company and the assured, and it is not infrequent 
for the Special Agent or Adjuster to find a deplorable lack of 
knowledge on the part of the Agent as to the conditions of the 
policy which he is issuing to his friends and fellow citizens, as 
well as gross incompetency in drawing proper policy forms, and 
no well defined ideas as to correct practices in underwriting. I 
have one case in mind where in an argument over a loss the 
Agent acknowledged that he knew nothing as to the conditions 
of the policy he had been issuing and had never even read one 
of them, although he had been in the fire insurance business for 
more than seven years. It is perhaps needless to say that he 
was told, and that expressively, that he had better study his busi- 
ness and post himself as to the conditions of the policy or get 
out of the insurance business. 

To some extent the companies themselves are responsible for 
this condition in the desire "to have an agency" in every town 
and the placing of their supplies in the hands of new men who 
need to be educated and often one so dense in his understanding 
that he cannot be taught. 

We have few causes for complaint where the local business 
is conducted by Agents educated according to well defined 
principles and our troubles with the assured are few and far 
between. On the contrary, we can easily trace many of the bad 
practices and cut rate tactics to incompetent and uneducated 
Agents. Formerly the new Agents were furnished by the Com- 
panies with a book of instructions in which was laid down 
fundamental rules for the conduct of the business, copies for 
correct policy forms, and other good and wholesome information, 
a study of which would enable him to follow correct principles in 
underwriting. 

Some of the best men we have in the business to-day have 
developed from this same book of instnictions, but in these days 
the new Agent is often left to shift for himself, and generally 
gains but little information other than that which he acquires 
from hard knocks and at severe expense to the Company. Often 
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in his wanderings he becomes imbued with the erroneous idea 
that the way to obtain business is to write it for less than the 
other fellow, the result being demoralization. 

A, little education along certain lines among the companies 
would not be out of place, one of the most important lessons 
could have as its subject ^* Confidence," another "Tote fair," and 
yet another "Ability in underwriting is not represented by a 
capacity for rate cutting whether in the guise of protection to 
our business or not." 

Some education among the Special Agents would not be amiss^ 
a more thorough knowledge of correct forms and practices, an 
ability to demonstrate the application of the reduced rate average 
clause, distribution clauses, and other .common riders, would 
inspire more confidence in the Local Agent as to their fitness for 
the position which they hold. 

In conclusion let me say, the Company is the educator of the 
Special Agent, and he in turn the educator of the Local Agents 
but the duty of educating the public falls to the lot of the resident 
Agent and through him it must come if at all. 

In order to best bring this about the Local Agent ought to be 
a representative man in his community, in touch with all classes 
of the insuring public and having their full confidence in his 
ability and integrity. He should know his business thoroughly 
and be able to intelligently and effectively tell it when occasion 
requires, informed at all times as to the general condition of the 
business in which he is engaged and qualified to interpret the 
conditions of the policy, with which goes competency in drawing 
the contract so that it covers what is intended to be covered and 
not left open for disputes and possible litigalion. 

He should be ready at all times to give information to the 
policy holder such as will assist in the reduction of fire hazard 
and the improvement of risks, convincing the public that the 
interests of the Company and the assured are mutual, and poor 
risks at high rates are not as desirable as good risks at low rates. 

He should be able to make use of the facts and figures secured 
from the results published by the Insurance Department and 
demonstrate to his people that insurance is not a commodity and 
policies are not kept in stock to be sold by the pound or bushel, 
that rates are not made from a local standpoint, but from the 
experience of the companies over a wide range sufficient to obtain 
the average, the companies collecting from the many and dis- 
tributing among the few, further, that the stock holders are 
entitled to a fair return on the capital risked in guaranteeing the 
contract. 

The Agent should be encouraged to take an active hand in 
the political affairs of his town and county and let the political 
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element know that he has rights as a citizen and that he and his 
business are not to be the continual target of some would-be 
statesman who desires to ride into public favor with all its 
emoluments by attacking an alleged and mythical insurance trust. 

While the people are as a rule honest, they persist in having 
erroneous ideas as to the fire insurance business. Politicians 
know this and are quick to take advantage of it to further pre- 
judice for their own benefit. The Agent can largely overcome 
this condition by making his presence felt in a political way, for 
the machine has a wholesome fear of votes and when Agents 
get together and let their voting strength be known they will be 
treated fully as fairly as other classes, instead of being treated 
as though the business of fire insurance was not a legitimate one 
and the men engaged in it were members of a hold-up gang. 

Recent experience amply demonstrates this, the wisdom of the 
Agent taking a hand in public affairs and letting his influence 
be felt in a political way. Members of the legislature will have 
more respect for fire insurance men and the business will not be 
such a frequent target for insane legislation. 

So I repeat — educate the public through the medium of the 
educated Agent. 

The President — 

Ladies and Gentlemen: — Up from the South-land, rich in 
sunshine and flowers, beautiful women and noble men, blue grass 
and magnificent horses, comes the next speaker on our program. 
It was my pleasure to visit his home city in the early springtime. 
It was one of those delightful days which exhilarates and makes 
one feel reckless. The ponies were running, and my business 
called me to Churchill Downs. As I approached the track I heard 
a fine looking gentleman say : "Sponge Cake will win in a walk." 
I immediately put down my last ten-spot. They were off! 
Sponge Cake was a dead one, only reaching the last quarter post 
as the others dashed under the wire. I was anxious to know what 
the fine looking gentleman would have to say, and watched him. 
Rushing up to the rail as Sponge Cake cantered leisurely by, he 
shouted to the jockey: *^Say, my lad, what detained you?^' This 
fine looking gentleman will now address you on the subject of 
"Quo Vadis." I knew as little about his Latin subject as I did 
about horses, and in our correspondence he advised me to ask 
Jim Joseph. Mr. Joseph told me that he knew as little about it 
as I did, but would look the matter up and advise me within a 
week. On inquiring, Mr. Joseph said that he had been through 
all of his dictionaries and encyclopedias and had been unable to 
find any definition for the word, but in an old medical dictionary 
which he found at his home, he had learned that "Quo Vadis" 
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was the name of a luxurious herb which flourishes abundantly 
in the streets of Louisville and is a specific for too much mint 
julep. I take great pleasure in introducing to you Mr. Young E. 
Allison of Louisville, Kentucky, editor of "Insurance Field," who 
will tell you all about it 

Mr. Young E. Allison — 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Convention. 
I distinctly remember the incident which your honored President 
has recalled. Those of you whose business assignments have 
unfortunately sent you to New Albany and Jeffersonville when- 
ever race meetings are called at Louisville, for inspection purposes, 
will be as much surprised as I am that your President remem- 
bered anything that occurred on one of those trips. (Laughter). 
However, it impressed itself on me, this incident, very strongly. 
This was a number of years ago and we were not then personally 
acquainted, but I was very much attracted when he strolled up 
and asked me as a resident if I knew of any straight tip. He 
had on his customary long-tailed, impressive, black coat. Now, 
we have a rule in Kentucky that whenever we see a stranger 
there so attired, we take it for granted that he is either a million- 
aire traveling, or that he is a president of a distilling Company, 
or that he owns race horses, or that he is a political leader visiting 
us from the State of Indiana. (Laughter). We always show 
him great honor and respect. Occupying that attitude of mind 
I very readily and as cleverly as I could, gave this gentleman the 
tip on Sponge Cake, as I remember, and he at once saw the book- 
maker. I did not see exactly what the wager was, whether it was 
$2 or $2,000, but it seemed to me to have been a bet of conse- 
quence, because after the race was over, the jockey who rode the 
horse and had the honor to come in last, reported to him and he 
says, "Boss, the reason my horse hesitated so about coming 
around the track was on account of the weight.'' "Why," I said, 
'That ought not to make any difference. He is carrying the 
ordinary weight for his age." "No, sir, no, sir," there is some 
gentleman on this ground that don't know anything about bet- 
ting; my horse has been carrying his money. (Laughter). The 
only way to bet on this horse to win is to bet that he is going 
to lose." Gentlemen, to come to our subject, I want to be frank 
with you. I love to talk freely on the subject of fire insurance 
because I know so little about it in weight, and I love particularly 
to talk about it because you know so little about it also. 
(Laughter). 

I am reminded, Mr. President, of an old friend who was a 
famous pool seller on race tracks, and who had gi-own a little 
old and very rich in the business. His wife undertook to get him 
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into the Church and with the aid of a minister and a large section 
of the congregation in the course of a year they landed him there, 
and of course, having gotten him into the church, it became 
necessary to finish the work by attaining a social respectability 
that would be unquestioned. The next step, therefore, was to get 
him out of the pool business and to get him into a legitimate 
business. They got him out, as he was persuaded to purchase an 
interest in a local fire insurance agency. (Laughter). A month 
or so later, when he had gotten actually to work, I met him on 
the street one day, and I said,"Colonel, how are you getting along 
and how do you like the business?" He said, "It's all right, a 
fine business." He says, "You know the pool business wasn't 
legitimate, and my wife insisted that I ought to get into a legiti- 
mate business, and you know, I bought this fire insurance business. 
I just take my rate book and call on my friends, look at my rate, 
which will average about i per cent, you know, and get their 
business, and bet them $ioo to $i that they won't burn up during 
the year. (Laughter). "It is a good business," he said. 
(Laughter). Then he said: "To tell you the truth, I don't see any 
difference between the pool selling business and the insurance 
business except that the insurance odds is scandalous." 
(Laughter). 

"QUO VADIS." 

I love to talk freely on the subject of fire insurance because 
I know so little about it — in a way ; and I love to talk freely to 
you about it, because you know so little about it — also in a way, 
I have discovered after many years of patient study that the 
more information I obtain and the better I understood that in- 
formation the less I know about fire insurance. For my own 
purposes, of course, I know more about it than anybody else. 
And for your own purposes you know more about it than every- 
body else. But when each of us abandons his own particular 
purposes and undertakes to work it all out for general purposes, 
then none of. us knows much about it. Fire insurance as a business 
was for a century like a ship sailing an uncharted sea, where the 
only hope lies in the experience and instinct of the skipper. 
There are only a few persons in the world now who really know 
the .fire insurance business thoroughly. They are new insurance 
commissioners and members of legislative committees engaged 
in passing laws instructing you and your companies how to 
conduct it. They know things about fire insurance that you 
wouldn't dream of if they did not enact them into laws and then, 
after awhile, turn around and repeal them. 

Fire insurance is in the most important transition stage of its 
whole; development. Because of this every faker and demagogue 
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can, by a more or less skillful use of its technical terms, make 
the general public believe he knows a great deal about it. Yet, 
it is a business that has so rapidly specialized itself that there are 
now few men actively engaged in it who can have a good all 
around practical knowledge of it as a whc4e. There are a few men 
still alive who knew it fifty yfears ago when it was an "infant 
industry" and when the vital problem of too many losses was 
solved by getting more premiums to pay them with. If the losses 
kept on and the new premiums gave out, then there was the 
simrple hofne reynedy left of calling in the sheriff. And then all 
the policy-holders got burnt up instead of only some. But thirty- 
six years ago this town of Chicago burned the simplicity out of 
the business and incidentally about sixty companies along with it. 
Then came the crude beginnings of organizing fire insurance into 
a scientific branch of co-operative business. It has not, perhaps, 
made all the progress it ought to have made since, but it is now in 
the midst of a whirl of evolution. Those who do not keep close 
to the center of movement are likely to be hurled off into outer 
darkness, and even those who keep near the holy of holies are not 
agreed what is to be the outcome or where it is to land. While 
the best minds in the business are employed in organizing 
specialization, the lightest' and least informed minds in forty- 
seven states seem to be advocating conflicting laws that serve to 
render organization difficult and thus retard the vital movement 
to specialisation. 

When I speak of specialization I can illustrate the evolution 
that has occurred by calling your attention to the army of archi- 
tectural and engineering experts that has been called into under- 
writing employment to study and devise means of securing fire- 
proof and safety construction in cities ; to the many inventors who 
have devoted themselves to the production of devices that will 
prevent the origin of fire, retard its spread, or extinguish it. 
Behind these have trooped in many men, educated in technical 
schools, or self educated in mechanical or chemical pursuits, to 
act as professional inspectors of the character and methods of 
installation of these various improvements. It is apparent that 
these thousands of men have as yet very little direct connection 
with underwriting. They have taken the place of special and 
local agents who, years ago were relied upon to perform in a 
crude and unsatisfactory way, duties for which they would not 
now be considered at all fitted. Fifty years ago the local agent 
walked right into the most complicated risk of his day, looked it 
over to see how strongly it was built, then turned around and 
walked right out again, in profound ignorance of everyone of 
che physical fire traps and complicated chemical process and 
mechanical hazards that thronged its walls. To-day the young 
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inspector has every step of the process at his fingers ends, knows 
the hazards better than the operator and shows the inventor his 
own mistakes. 

Fire insurance operatioris now provide a splendid field for 
practical young engineers turned out by the technical colleges 
every year. There are few places in the business for the ignorant 
or unsystematic man — the applicant must be trained and drilled 
to physics and mathematics if only to teach him systematic pro- 
cesses of work. The man who fifty years ago was generally compe- 
tent to be president of a fire insurance company is now to be 
duplicated and even surpassed in ability, knowledge and energy 
in thousands of local agencies in the larger cities and towns of 
the country. The "old timers" who have held their own at the 
Tiead of their companies and departments have been men with 
unflagging desire and energy to keep up with or ahead of pro- 
gress and who have known how to select and call in experts in 
^ach department and so organize and adapt anew the machine 
■of business whenever it was necessary. 

When I speak of the specializing movement I mean, of course, 
the organization of fire insurance upon scientific lines, making 
-every part of it as exact as possible. From president to local 
agent the man who knows some one thing accurately and 
thoroughly and can do it well is the man who gets the prizes of 
large reward. Special agents are compounds of expert raters, 
•expert inspectors, expert accountants and diplomatic envoys. 
There is yet some room for the old time "good mixer/' who 
was relied on principally to ^'jolly" local agents for more busi- 
ness; but that is a small part of the composite expert whose 
services are now in keen demand. 

Those of you who fill out this bill of particulars in yourselves 
Icnow how you regard the man who wants to be your local agent. 
You demand of him education (not necessarily in books), expert 
Icnowledge in salesmanship, good knowledge of insurance law, of 
hazards, of inspections, of losses and their treatment. The 
<iemand upon local agents for education and training is growing 
stronger every year. It is the demand of a scientific business for 
trained employes. It must be met by the necessary supply. The 
local agent who does not become a trained expert of underwrit- 
ing is sure to be pushed out of business by others who will. It 
is become a profession; it is no longer a trading or guessing 
occupation. • It is a problem how to educate young men and new 
l)eginners rapidly enough to supply the demand. 

All this is natural. Fire insurance, like every other important 
department of national and international economy has moved 
from the basis of guesswork towards that of scientific accuracy 
and intelligence. It keeps step with its great sister departments 
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of complicated collection and distribution. Science has re-created 
them. Within two years we have seen three miracles which the 
dead business man of thirty-six years ago would not have 
believed if he had read them in Holy Writ. He would have been 
incredulous of the fact that the delicate and flexible banking sys- 
tem of this country could resist time after time strains upon its 
strength and efficiency any one of which in the crude days of old 
would have plunged the nation into ruinous panic. He would 
not have believed that life insurance could pass through the 
worst ordeal that any financial activity ever endured and come 
through unthout a single failure. He would not have believed 
that fire insurance could meet the worst disaster recorded in all 
its history and emerge triumphantly and honorably without 
producing more than a tremor in business. 

That which has forwarded this marvelous scientific specializa- 
tion in fire insurance more than anything else is the evolution of 
schedule rating. Beginning originally in the necessity of separat- 
ing comparatively few classes from each other in the proportion 
of their apparent and experience hazard, it has bored steadily in 
to ascertain indiindual and combined hazards until now there 
are nearly a thousand numbered classes, each with its own 
formula of rates. The examination paper attached to the most 
important Jife insurance application is a child's primer as com- 
pared with the rating schedule and inspection report necessary 
to plant an important special hazard finally upon the books of the 
fire insurance companies that are called upon to give it protec- 
tion^ even for one year. Yet the inspections to maintain it there 
must be continuous and almost equally careful and minute. 

The cost of this scientific inquiry into the differentiation and 
combination of hazards and the application of the rating schedule 
to the risks thus ascertained has been very considerable but not 
wholly at the expense of the policy holder. There has been an 
average increase of about 5 per cent, in the rate in thirty-six years, 
but the fire insurance policy of today represents an increase of 50 
per cent, in the liberality of its provisions for the insuree, and 
nobody knows better than the older men here before me what an 
increase has been made in liberality of adjustments and in the 
certainty of the security. Thirty-six years ago sixty companies 
broke down under the weight of Chicago. Last year less than a 
dozen failed under the unparallelled disaster of San Francisco. 
In that you have the measure of progress. 

With all this it is recognized that schedule rating has just 
started. Its purpose and its great reason for existence is that 
it seeks to discover and put the pist and equitable price on every 
useless as well as necessary hazard. When it does that it offers 
rewards for removing useless and limiting necessary hazards, and 
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it defines the penalty for harboring useless hazards. The effect 
of the scientific schedule has been to make possible much of the 
country's enormous industrial advancement. // industries were 
housed and organized today as they were thirty-six years ago 
the annual losses — great and unnecessary as they are — would be 
so vast that no degree of prosperity could stand the drain. Bil- 
lions of dollars of property values have been saved from destruc- 
tion by improved construction and protection equipment, both 
brought into existence and demand by the enforcement of even 
the crude schedules of former years. The revolution that has 
been worked in premium rates by some of these devices is 
astounding. There are vast industrial plants now getting their 
insurance at dwelling house rates which would be taxed almost 
out of existence bv the premium rates that would otherwise be 
necessary. Because the hazards that have been introduced can 
yet be guarded against. Every year and in every risk the 
schedule has searched for and exposed the hazards which human 
ingenuity was called on to remove or guard. 

There has been an increase of expense to accomplish this, but 
it would be better for the country if every dollar paid for 
insurance premiums could be paid out in expense alone and no 
fire occur that would call for one dollar of payment. Because 
insurance never does and never can honestly pay the business 
losses consequent upon the burning of property. 

The improvement in fire insurance as a science founded upon 
this great movement toward specialization has cost millions of 
dollars — every penny of it bringing valuable returns in invaluable 
information. Yet it is met by a wise little man in Kansas, a few 
wise little commissioners in other states and more wise little mem- 
bers of legislature in still other states with proceedings to pro- 
hibit the companies from making use of the very knoidedge they 
have acquired so patiently and at such great cost. It would be 
a waste of timie to argue the fatuity of the ant trying to stop 
the progress, but it illustrates once again the tendency of popular 
ignorance to resent the progress of scientific knowledge. You 
can no more imagine a return to the old system of guessing at 
insurance rates and offering a risk to the lowest bidder than you 
can imagine the world abolishing the use of electricity because it 
is more expensive than tallow candles and water wheels. 

Now that fire insurance has arrived at this stage in the scien- 
tific measurement of hazards and differentiation of rates, we may 
ask the question that buzzed in St. Peter's ears as he fied from 
Rome: "Quo Vadis?" By zvhat road is the business to travel 
in future development? Is there to be in turn specialization of 
companies, some of them devoting themselves to limited and 
particular classes of risks, as their managers better understand 



98 Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting 

and can more economically control them ; or will it continue upon 
the present plan of every company taking everything that comes 
and developing an altogether "tvew and scientific system of classi- 
fication? Mutual associations have already blazed the path for 
specialization on kindred risks and a few companies have partially 
followed their lead, taking enormous liabilities on sprinklered and 
specially equipped and protected risks, on which the rate is very 
low as compared with other miscellaneous risks. Classification 
has practically been abolished from sprinklered business as it 
always has been from tornado risks. In some universal pre- 
ferred risks classification is so simple that the business classified 
itself, the hazard being practically the same everywhere except 
for peculiar reasons in some particular localities. 

There has been more prolonged insomnia caused among 
righteous underwriters by the problem of classification to secure 
the equitable distribution of rates than by any other insurance 
proposition. That question is to underwriting what the immor- 
tality of the soul is to religion, the philosophers stone to chemis- 
try and perpetual motion to physics. It is apparently no nearer 
satisfactory solution right now than the others are. Qassifica- 
tion is an arbitrary ideal that has grown out of the two econ- 
omic propositions on which life insurance rests. The first is, that 
insurance abolishes cliance and substitutes the law of average 
probabilities — ^that is, the individual enters his class and benefits 
by enjoying the average of its chances for which he pays an 
average contribution. The second is, that insurance is a tax to be 
equitably distributed and that therefore the same hazards should 
always and everywhere pay the same rate. 

In life insurance and in personal accident and health insurance 
these propositions have been established, and classification under 
the law of average probabilities has been practiced in them for 
many years. There is, however, a vast difference between the 
experience tables of these companies and any now possible under 
fire insurance classification. The points of analogy on the face 
of them are strong, but in the real analysis they break down. 
For instance, the examination paper of a life insurance com- 
pany corresponds to the schedule by which a fire risk is inspected. 
Both are intended not only to expose the weaknesses and defects 
of the proposed risk but to establish its strong points. Now, 
every man examined for life insurance has his defects, just as 
every fire risk has. If the sum of the man's defects, whatever 
they may be is only such as bring him within the average of other 
men of the same age, he enters the company at the rate for his 
age, the same rate that all of his age and average condition pay. 
His age is his class. But if his defects stamp him under the 
average he is rejected altogether, or in some companies he is 
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taken as an under-average or "sub-standard" risk and classified 
with others of the same average of defects, at the same rate all 
pay, for a higher age. When he has once got in he has ceased 
to be John Smith, American, or Antonio Lopez, Spaniard, with 
full examination details. These merely serve to identify the 
person when he dies. While he lives he is Policy No. 41,144, 
age 35. He is in full standing under the protection of the law of 
average probabilities. 

Now the Hre insurance schedule does nothing like this. It is 
not used to determine the class of the risk. The class is prede- 
termined by its occupancy or some other condition. The schedule 
is used merely to fix equitably the indizndual rate of the risk. 
After the rate is determined the risk is put into a class where ail 
sorts of other rates are charged. It is difficult to understand 
how there can be an individual rate tmder the law of average 
probabilities. What do you suppose would happen to the accu- 
rate science of life insurance if the companies undertook to Hnd 
the individual rate for every life they accepted — that is, to give 
to each life the estimate of its oivn personal condition at the time 
of acceptance and of its favorable or unfavorable family history? 
Yet thai is what is demanded in fire insurance and every property 
owner is taught that he can m<xke his ozvn rate, practically, by 
construction, protection, equipment, and occupancy. So there is 
no class rate or average rate in fire insurance — there are instead 
millions of individual rates calculated by scientific methods based 
upon practical experience and experiment. We are accustomed 
to demonstrate that Insurance is not gambling; that it is the 
opposite of gambling, inasmuch as it eliminates chance and sets 
up average probabilities in its place — that it is a "hedge." But 
hozi* can there be an average probability on any risk zvhose 
chances are estimated by comparison with itself alone f It would 
seem that if a hazard is such as to call for a certain rate it should 
be classed either with all hazards that call for the same rate or 
that it should be in a class by itself. If a company has a sprink- 
lered cotton mill on the books at twenty-five cents and an un- 
protected one at from 2 J to 5 per cent., it is true that they are 
both cotton mills by description, by occupancy, and in fact; but 
they are not both cotton mills in hazard. If the condition defines 
the hasard then logic would seem to demand that the hazard 
determine the class and the class fix the rate. As a matter of 
fact I don't see how there can bie any class under schedule rating. 
There can be none where the individual rate is sought for each 
risk. Class means like, and as far as average probability is con- 
cerned the 25 cent cotton mill is more like an average large city 
dwelling than it is like a 5 per cent, cotton mill. But it is not 
classed with the dwelling in experience tables. 
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I do not pretend to answer the question "Quo Vadis." We 
are at the parting of the ways from the old, but there is yet no 
indication of the new path on classification. It seems to me that 
there must be a revolution in the system of analyzing the causes 
of fire and valuing hazards before classification of any hind as an 
indication of equitable rating can have any value. And knowing 
how little most of us know about the great problem I can safely 
throw my personal suggestion in. That is, that in determining 
inherent hazard for rating purposes only those losses can be 
fairly considered which are original losses — ^that is, where the 
fire originates on the premises. You might analyze the San 
Francisco conflagration losses for a thousand years without find- 
ing in them a single contribution to the problem of inherent 
hazards; because there is no building or occupancy that keeps 
its ozvn earthquake on the premises. In the Chicago fire the only 
contribution to the inherent hazard problem was on that of frame 
stables, to which the late Mrs. O'Leary, with her cow of sacred 
memory and a kerosene lamp, contributed the familiar ingredients 
of loss. Every other penny of the $168,000,000 of loss belonged 
to the exposure or conflagration hazard, which is entirely apart 
from inherent hazard. 

There are indications not to be whistled down the' wind that 
some of the states may sooner or later demand from the com- 
panies costly classification reports. The result would be con^ 
fusion worse confounded than Babel. All that would be shown 
would be that between rates of from 60 cents to 6 per cent, on 
some one class the average per cent, of premium would be, say, 
$1.50. And every property owner in the class whose individual 
rate was over $1.50 would be convinced that he was discrimin- 
ated against and thus be converted into an enemy of the 
insurance companies, while those paying under $1.50 would be 
silent and satisfied — enjoying without brass band accompaniment 
the reward of their own virtue without failing to demand an even 
lower rate on renezml. 

What are the companies going to do ahout it? They should 
show the states how rates are made scientifically for the local 
conditions and the individual hazard. Companies that did not 
use scientific formulas zvould soon be under suspicion. State 
authorities should be convinced that instead of these useless and 
costly reports the whole power of the State should be exerted to 
cooperate with the companies in cutting down insurance rates 
by discovering and limiting the hazards and reducing the losses. 
Fire marshals, through the local machinery of fire departments 
and country magistrates, should ascertain and report the origin 
of every fire on the premises where it started and thus build up 
experience tables that in time would show what the hazards 
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are in proportion. This would indeed be money well spent. 
No man with a suspicious loss should be permitted to escape 
inquisition as to how the fire originated. 

I can imagine nothing more important in the scientific 
development of fire insurance than the creation by companies 
under the National Board of a Commission that will take into 
consideration the best means of analyzing fire losses and the 
classification of hazards, not merely by occupancies. 

Meantime fire insurance, even by the crude methods of classi- 
fication now employed, has made great improvement in equitable 
rating. Property owners know it. The complaints of excessive 
rates come usually from those who have risks that no company 
wants and which are taken only as "accommodation.'' There 
really ought to be something in schedules that would deny insur- 
ance altogether to many risks, as it is denied in life insurance to 
many lives. If such risks were branded uninsurable it might 
be equivalent to their condemnation, require their removal in 
towns and cities and thus save the country untold losses of other 
valuable property. An uninsurable lire risk should be treatea 
like a case of small pox on the block and be removed by law in 
the interest of the general welfare. 

Mr. F. C. Hazelton : 

I want to make a motion that this body by a rising vote, thank 
Mr. Young E. Allison for one of the best papers ever delivered 
before any insurance organization. 

Mr. H. C. Eddy: 

Mr. President, I rise to second that motion, and I also want 
to add that of the many papers I have had the pleasure of hear- 
ing in these meetings of the Association none has so appealed to 
me as being an educational paper that would find readers espec- 
ially among our agents as this paper that Mr. Allison has just 
given us. I think it is one of the ablest papers concerning the 
movement for scientific rating that has ever been presented, and I 
hope some action will be taken by which the largest circulation 
of this important document can be had. I second the motion 
for a rising vote of thanks. 

A rising vote of thanks was then given to Mr. Allison. 

The President : 

I would like to ask if the committee of five appointed to select 
the next Board of Directors is ready to report? 

Mr. John H. Gray : 

Mr. President, reading the report for the Chairman of the 
Committee, Mr. John H. Shepard, your committee respectfully 
begs leave to make the following report : 
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Your Committee respectfully place in nomination for Direc- 
tors of the Fire Underwriters' Association of the Northwest for 
the ensuing year the following named gentlemen : 

Robt. M. Bennett, Special Agent, New York Underwriters , 
Chicago, 111. ; Chas. A. Kelley, Special Agent, St. Paul Fire and 
Marine, Terre Haute, Ind. ; Neal Bassett, Special Agent, Fire- 
mens' Newark, Chicago; Neal C. Prowland, Special Agent, Lon- 
don Assurance, Columbus, O. ; Jas. G. S. Best, Special Agent, 
Girard Fire ancj Marine, Chicago, 111.; R. D. Waldron, Special 
Agent, Delaware and Reliance, Chicago, 111.; A. F. Powrie, 
Special Agent, Providence-Washington, Detroit, Mich.; E. M. 
Hitchcock, Special Agent Farmers' & Merchants', Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

JOHN SHEPHARD, Chairman, 
JOHN H. GRAY, 
JOSEPH O'BRIEN, 
E. M. HITCHCOCK, 
CHAS. L. HECOX, 

Committee. 
The President— 
What is your pleasure, gentlemen? 

Mr. S. E. Cate— 

I move that the Secretary be instructed to cast the ballot ot 
the Association for the gentlemen nominated to serve as a Board 
of Directors. 

The motion was duly seconded and carried 

The Secretary — 

I would like to make a motion that the name of Charles D. 
Kidd be transferred from active to local membership. He is 
now in a local office and is not a field man. 

The motion was carried. 

The President- 
Ladies and Gentlemen: I am informed that there recently 
appeared a book intended for private distribution among friends, 
entitled "Going Abroad." It was written by the wife of the next 
speaker, and was an account of her tour in the Orient. Among 
the impressive descriptions in this book, the most vivid portrayal 
is that recounting the landing at Joppa from the large sea ship. 
The passengers are let down into row boats and the oarsmen 
guide them through the treacherous waters to the land. The 
short voyage is full of peril, as the boats are beaten back and 
forth by the waves breaking over the multitude of rocks. I 
rather fancy that the gentleman has either heard of or read this 
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book. Perhaps he was impressed with the graphic description 
of this perilous landing. If so, I think I could tell you the 
inspiration that has named his subject. 

Out in Kansas some of her people do not seem to take kindly 
to insurance companies. They are inclined to view us with sus- 
picion. But we have friends there, in the land where the sun- 
flowers bloom and the grasshoppers cavort among the sand burrs. 
One of the best of these friends is the speaker who will now 
address you on the subject "The Joppa Landing," Mr. James 
W. Going, Vice-President and Manager of the Shawnee Fire 
Insurance Company of Topeka, Kansas. 

Mr. James W. Going — 

THE JOPPA LANDING. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Fire Underwriters' 
Association of the Northwest : 

It is a violent stretch of the imagination, and perhaps an 
abuse of literary license that will permit the association of my 
subject "The Joppa Landing" with any phase of fire under- 
writing. I hope the means employed will be justified by the 
gravity of the situation, and this explanation can be considered 
my apology. 

The eastern waters of the Mediterranean Sea wash the shores 
of that land which is held in veneration by the entire Christian 
world and pilgrimages are becoming more frequent and pilgrims 
more numerous. 

It would be difficult to suggest a voyage to any part of the 
world that furnishes more pleasure and instruction than a trip 
on the historic waters of this sea. The usual and most expedi- 
tious way to reach the promised land, the Mecca of the Christian 
traveler and the birth-place of his religion, is to incur the perils 
of one of the most treacherous landing places in the world, and 
submit to vexatious delay and extortionate demands. This is the 
well known Joppa Landing, the terror of travelers in that eastern 
country. 

The skill of oarsmen partly overcomes the danger, but the 
voyage is a necessary one or Palestine remains but a dream and 
"Jordan's Stormy Banks'^ are unsought, but not unsung. 

The condition of the fire insurance business at the present 
time is the cause of the greatest solicitude on the part of those 
who have made a study of the subject and who have been actively 
identified with the profession. 

The companies are at sea and the managing officers are 
struggling manfully to steer the craft to a safe landing through 
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tempestuous waters and to avoid the numerous breakers that 
necessarily must be encountered. 

The nature of the business itself possesses a fascination that 
can not be resisted by those who have ever come into contact with 
it. The eager expectancy, the never ceasing watchfulness, seem 
to furnish a stimulus that the most sanguine temperaments find 
it difficult to escape. The persistent and unreasonable hostility 
of certain state authorities does not result from any sudden 
hysterical movement that has taken possession of the country. 
There seems to be a gulf between the regularly constituted author- 
ities, who are expected to supervise the companies, and the com- 
panies that are supervised. The result of this estrangement, 
which exists to an alarming extent, has created a prejudice that 
is inimical to the best interests of the insurance business and is 
detrimental to the companies, as well as to the people they are 
created to serve. 

The insurance companies are disposed to blame their official 
critics while the authorities can not see any virtue in the 
institutions they have been educated to prosecute and persecute. 

There are a number of officials in the different states, who, 
by virtue of their education, are thoroughly acquainted with the 
business, and who have shown the greatest tolerance and have 
manifested that friendliness which should exist between parties 
whose interests are so closely allied. 

The same cordial feeling and community of interest should 
exist between the companies and the officials who supervise them 
as is shown between the banks and their examiners. In the case 
of banks the examiners are usually those who are experienced 
in that class of work, and I regret exceedingly that such is not 
always the case in the business in which we are so actively 
interested. To create a closer alliance between companies and the 
officials who supervise them should be the aim of all members of 
the profession, and the object is certainly worthy of attainment. 
This continuous strife between the companies and the constituted 
authorities in the different states is to be deplored, but I see no 
evidence of an understanding being sought by either side, but, 
on the contrary, the breach seems to be widening. 

This often results from the frequent changes, caused by rota- 
tion in office, and due to the form of government of which we 
boast so much. 

''More publicity" has been the slogan which we have heard 
from the rostrum and read in the press, notwithstanding the fact 
that the financial transactions of the fire insurance companies are 
revealed with an exactitude and a minuteness that is not known 
to any other business, and the statements include almost the very 
thoughts and aspirations of the officers themselves. 
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In what may be termed, for illustration, Western Union ter- 
ritory, more premiums are received from the so-called anti-com- 
pact states than from the balance of the field and, unless the 
tendency to oppress companies can be checked, discriminating and 
hostile legislation will become universal. 

If the companies are intimidated by legislation of an objec- 
tionable nature, and if rates become lower in anti-compact com- 
munities than in the territory that has not been infested with 
laws so unfriendly and unjust, it is certainly fair to prophesy that 
the balance of the country will soon be inoculated and, as 
examples, witness the efforts made with such seriousness in the 
last sessions of the legislatures of such conservative states as 
Massachusetts, New York and Illinois. 

By reason of the peculiar conditions existing in the states 
where unreasonable anti-compact laws are in existence there is a 
constant appeal to the cupidity of agents, and the manner in 
which they have stood like a stone wall in the defense of their 
own interests, as well as those of their companies, is commendable 
and gratifying to their principals. However, there is a limit to 
endurance of this kind and it would be unfair to expect a con- 
tinuance of such conditions, unless the companies themselves 
prove equal to the occasion. 

I am offered a policy for five thousand dollars on a modern 
brick building with metal roof at one per cent, the estimate of the 
inspector being one dollar and five cents. The owner of the 
property is a man in excellent repute and claims that he can 
obtain the one per cent rate, and >ou really can not dispute his 
statement. Such cases are numerous. I had a proposition of 
this kind submitted to me by an agent one day last week. What 
would you have done? What do you think I should have done? 

This is the situation that confronts agents in the so-called anti- 
compact states, and I am free to confess that, in my opinion, the 
companies are the ones who will be compelled to solve the 
problem. 

When you permit an agent to write your policy at less than 
the estimate furnished by the inspector you have corrupted your 
representative and frequently discredited your company, both with 
him and with the party to whom your policy was issued. In 
order to have solvent companies it is necessary to have adequate 
rates. Companies that cut rates will sooner or later have to cut 
their losses. These two facts should be as patent to insurance 
commissioners and attorneys general as they are to the men 
engaged in the business of fire insurance. Cutting a rate should 
be equivalent to cutting your throat. 
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To create a public and official sentiment that will not view 
with unfriendly eyes or listen with prejudiced ears must be made 
a paramount issue. 

There is a universal feeling throughout the west that the 
insurance business is a gigantic trust, and the work of removing 
this belief is worthy of careful attention. The fact that there is 
a similarity in rates is largely responsible for the prevailing senti- 
ment and any statements from the companies themselves are 
viewed with distrust. 

The fire insurance business to-day is conducted on a very high 
moral plane, but I am sure that such is not the belief of the 
public, or of the officials who should, by virtue of their offices, 
be acquainted with this condition. This is not the time or the 
place to attempt an explanation as to why this condition exists 
and, in addition, the subject is a somewhat delicate one and might 
provoke controversy, which would be of no avail. 

The manner in which a reconciliation can be effected between 
departments and those under their jurisdiction is worthy of care- 
ful study and consideration, and the recent movement in that 
direction is to be encouraged. 

Anti-compact states must be made compact states; otherwise, 
the compact states will cease to exist. The danger of insurance 
anarchy which menaces the companies can not be dismissed with 
a gesture of the arm or a wrinkle of the brow. 

The conditions I have described are now prevailing to a large 
extent in several of the western states and it would be folly to 
disguise the fact that such laws are popular. The companies will 
make such legislation more popular by tamely submitting and by 
engaging in a fratricidal rate war, which is virtually the object 
sought to be accomplished. Such a course is a vindication of 
anti-compact or so-called anti-trust legislation, and the companies 
must divest themselves of the feeling that they can be independent 
of each other. 

To have all fire insurance companies absolutely independent 
would be an intolerable condition, repugnant to the state officials, 
opposed to the interests of the public and productive of universal 
insolvency. The very nature of the business requires conference 
and confidence. The leading organizations existing throughout 
the country are as necessary for the salvation of the companies as 
they are vital to the interests of the people to whom they furnish 
indemnity. 

It is this co-operation, in connection with other factors, that 
determines whether the companies are to have the strength of the 
oaks of the forest or of the mushrooms of the field. 

The prevailing legislation seeks to sap the vitality of institu- 
tions whos^ financial integrity should be above suspicion and 
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whose pyramids of assets should be a tower of strength and a 
power for good. 

Education should be persistent, consistent and insistent, but 
it can not be hoped to achieve success in these directions by 
exploiting the virtues of one class of companies as compared with 
another, especially when misfortune is almost overwhelming. 
Reputation, in place of notoriety, should be the guiding star. 

I am persuaded that the difficulties are not insurmountable, for 
the public is cruel when mistaken, but generous to a fault when 
the errors are plainly discerned. 

The companies have been subjected to unreasonable and 
intolerant abuse, and to such an alarming extent has this prevailed 
that the public conscience in some cases has been aroused. Fool- 
ing the people is a dangerous procedure, and public officials who 
have attempted it will discover their mistake, of times too late, 
however, to retrieve political fortunes which have forsaken them. 

How is a better understanding to be reached in the anti- 
compact states between the insured an3 the insurer? What are 
the remedies to be applied and what is the educational scheme 
that is proposed? The limitations which would naturally be im- 
posed on a paper of this kind would preclude the possibility of 
explaining details. 

It is my firm conviction that the state authorities generally are 
men of irreproachable character and of noble aspirations. It is 
unfortunately true, however, that as a rule men occupy responsi- 
ble official positions and have supervision over companies, who 
are without experience in that class of business. They have the 
same prejudices and misconceptions as you will find existing 
among your neighbors and the merchants with whom you do your 
trading. The insurance companies do not have any controversy 
with the state officials who have been educated in the business and 
who are familiar with the peculiar conditions connected with it. 

A lawyer, no matter how distinguished he may be in his pro- 
fession, is no more qualified for a responsible position, involving 
the regulation and business of insurance companies, than an 
insurance man would be to conduct important litigation and make 
use of all the intricate points and technicalities usual to cases of 
that nature, some of them founded upon precedent as old as 
modem civilization itself. 

Regulation of insurance companies is as much a blessing to 
them as to the people for whom they are administered. It is 
just as beineficial for the small company as for the large one. 

Each session of the legislature competes with the former one 
to increase the burdens and those have been augmented to such 
an extent that the situation is viewed with alarm by all students 
of the business. 
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The local agents are the instruments by which this tendency 
can be forestalled to a greater extent than by any other means. 
I would not advocate the formation of a political organization for 
the purpose of defeating any special condidate, as I believe such 
a plan is unwise and un-American. Applied to communities the 
local agents can exert a power that would not be despised by 
any candidate. The association of local agents could, if pro- 
perly directed, exert an influence in this particular that would be 
felt throughout the land, and I am pleased that this educational 
movement is now given a prominent place in the platform of that 
organization. 

The spirit of the times requires that the business be conducted 
openly and subject to investigation at the pleasure of the properly 
constituted authorities. This is welcomed by the legitimate 
insurance companies and the plan should be encouraged in place 
of resisted. 

The fire insurance business is beset with troubles and tribula- 
tions and the perils seem lo increase the respect and veneration of 
those who have seen service in its ranks. The very troubles 
experienced increase your veneration for the profession and create 
an inspiration that will be preserved in song and story. 

The public is fickle and maligns the business, the legislature 
considers you a prey and proceeds to treat you as a common 
enemy. I have suggested a remedy, but could hardly do more on 
an occasion of this kind. 

It is a rough and boisterous sea, but I am more sanguine now 
than I have ever been in my life that the very oppressive condi- 
tions are but the sign of a return to reason and the promised 
land is in sight. 

We are now at the Joppa Landing. 

An adjournment was then taken until 2:30 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Convention was called to order by the President shortly 
after 2 130 p. m. 

After considerable discussion as to the best means to increase 
the circulation and the reading of Mr. Young E. Allison's paper, 
Mr. Eddy moved that the entire matter of the dissemination of 
the information conveyed in Mr. Allison's paper be referred to the 
incoming Board of Directors with power such as they possess to 
see that it is properly distributed. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. HuflF, and carried. 

Mr. Eddy — 

I have an invitation to extend to all of the gentlemen in this 
room who desire to visit the Underwriters' Laboratories to-mor- 
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row at half past ten, when a special test will be undertaken. We 
will have an opportunity to visit the laboratory under favorable 
circumstances. I think a good many of the gentlemen have never 
had an opportunity of visiting the laboratories but those who 
have, have never tired of inspecting and visiting them. What 
we seek to do is to bring the field men in close touch with what 
the Underwriters' laboratory is seeking to do. I give you, gentle- 
men, a pressing and hearty invitation to visit the laboratory 
to-morrow and see the test, which is to begin at half past ten. 

Mr. W. O. Chamberlin, Minneapolis — 

I am very sorry that I did not have an opportunity to listen 
to the address of Mr. Allison this morning, but it was because I 
obeyed instructions and visited the laboratory. I want to say to 
you that there is no gentleman present who could not learn some- 
thing that would be of benefit to him if he could have seen the 
demonstration that was made at the laboratory this morning. I 
think there is a very small percentage of the members of this 
Association who appreciate what is being done for the benefit of 
the boys in the way of fire protection and fire prevention by the 
laboratory in this city. I want to say to you gentlemen that it 
was an eye-opener to me and I am not really a novice in the 
business. I think every member of this Association will make a 
mistake if he does not accept the invitation that has been extended 
to you to visit the laboratories. To-morrow there will be a 
demonstration and a test made as to fire protection for windows 
and doors covering a particular apparatus furnished by the 
Consolidated Sheet Metal Company, of Milwaukee, known as the 
Bookerworks Door. It takes about an hour to make this 
demonstration, and if there is nothing that prevents you from 
doing it, I suggest that you take about an hour to-morrow and 
see what they are doing. You cannot appreciate the full value 
that it will be to you, but none should go away without going to 
these laboratories. They are located at 382 Ohio street. 

Mr. J. P. Hubble— 

I move that the thanks of this Association be extended to the 
Committee on t^ire Protection for their courteous invitation and I 
hope that as many of us as remain in the city and can do so will 
accept the invitation and be present to-morrow at ten o'clock. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Cate, duly seconded, a rising vote of thanks 
was extended to Mr. James Going for the able paper read by him 
before the Association at the forenoon session. 
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Mr. Townley — 

I would move that Mr. Warnshius whose name was ordered 
dropped from the role of membership, be reinstated, as proper 
provision has been made regarding his dues. 

Tbe motion seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the reports of the Obituary Com- 
mittees. As was read to you on the first day, at the forenoon 
session, there are nineteen reports to be made. 

Mr. H. N. Wood— 

I do not know what my brother has in mind on the question 
that is now before the house. I know that I yield to no member 
of this Association in my respect for our departed friends. I am 
fairly in sympathy with the appointment of Committees, and when 
it is convenient so that the report can be read I think that they 
should be read in our hearing. We have in times past found that 
the time consumed for that purpose has handicapped us con- 
siderably in finding time to do the necessary business of the 
Association. I think we never have had as many names or 
reports as we have had to-day. Nineteen is a long list, a long 
regrettable, unfortunate list. I have thought that I would like 
to submit for your consideration a suggestion, and I will put it 
in the shape of a motion to the effect that the members of the 
Committee appointed through their Chairman, file with the Secre- 
tary, to be placed in the annual report the verbiage of their report, 
the whole report, and that in lieu of reading all these reports, 
the Secretary be requested to read the names of all the departed 
friends, and that while they are being read the entire membership 
present stand in deference to the deceased members with bowed 
heads. It seems to me that that would pay our respects to the 
departed friends and meet the situation at this moment. I move 
you therefore, that we stand with bowed heads while the secre- 
tary reads the names of the departed friends in lieu of having the 
reports themselves read, and that the reports be passed up and 
published with the proceedings. 

The motion was duly seconded and carried. 

The members then stood and with bowed heads listened to the 
reading of the names of those members who have died during 
the past year. 



Memorial Proceedings 111 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
BIRNEY R. McCLINTOCK. 

Birney Reynolds McClintock was born in the Village of 
Lyonsville in the State of Illinois, on the 8th day of January, 
1874. He died in Columbus, Ohio, on the 31st day of December, 
1906. His education was acquired through the public schools. 
Assisting his father in a local agency office was his initial work 
in our business, and fitted him to secure a position with the West- 
ern Department of the Phenix Insurance Co. of Brookl)ai, as file 
boy. His next connection was with the Northern Assurance Co., 
as re-insurance placer and examiner. When the Manchester 
Assurai;ice Co. opened its local office he was selected as counter 
man, and subsequently filled the positions of examiner and Cook 
County inspector in the Western Department of that Company, 
and then as its special agent for the States of Ohio and West 
Virginia. Then followed his appointment as Ohio state agent of 
the Western Assurance Co., and British America Assurance Co. 
of Toronto, Canada, in which position he continued until his 
death. His allotment of scarce thirty-three years of life pre- 
cluded his name occupying a probable place among our "prom- 
inent members,^/ yet it did likewise make to him a stranger of 
success, hand-maid, envy. The business record of our friend 
was clean, and presentment for full inspection will disclose no 
blemish. His constant business advancement was the result of 
intelligent application, and the reward of doing his work as well 
as he could. A country bred boy, he absorbed the happy life 
inseparable from him who makes the things of nature his com- 
panions. He believed that joy was the world's best thing; that 
friendships are of the golden guild ; that the home is life's great- 
est treasure. So, when on the last day of 1906, he knew the 
farewell to his beloved ones must be spoken, we know his 
thoughts were: 

"There is no death! What seems so is transition: 

This life of mortal breath 
Is but a suburb of life Elysian, 
Whose portal we call death." 

JAMES F. JOSEPH, Chairman, 
H. M. GIBBS, 
GEORGE WEBSTER, 
NEAL C. ROWLAND, 

Committee, 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
FREDERICK W. ALEXANDER. 

Frederick W. Alexander was born in Indianapolis, Ind., May 
21, 1872, and died in that city June 18, 1907. He received his 
education in Indianapolis and graduated from the high school of 
that city. He entered the insurance business with his father, 
N. E. Alexander, as a local agent in 1896, and was appointed 
Special Agent of the Agricultural Insurance Company of Water- 
town, N. Y., for Indiana and Kentucky, in 1899, and continued 
in active service until the fall of 1905, at which time he resigned 
from active work, because of illness, which resulted in his death. 

Mr. Alexander was married June 4, 1901, to Ada Mae Moore, 
daughter of Winfield Scott Moore, of Indianapolis, who survives 
him. 

He had a thorough knowledge of the fire insurance business 
in all its branches, and was actuated by high ideals. He did his 
work conscientiously and consistently, and won for himself a 
warm place in the hearts of his friends and fellow workers. 

It is with sincere regret that we contemplate the early termina- 
tion of a life which held so much promise of a successful and 
useful future. 

(Signed) 

JOHN W. WILLIAMS, Chairman. 
GUS M. WISE, 
JOHN H. GRAY, 
FRANK RICHIE, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
WM. B. KELLY. 



Wm. B. Kelly, of Philadelphia, Pa., was born at Hughesville, 
Pa., December 21, 1850. He was educated at Dickinson Semin- 
ary of Pennsylvania, and Williamsport Commercial College. He 
began his insurance career as a Local Agent at Hughesville at an 
early age, and continued in that capacity until 1872, when he 
entered the office of the Lyconning Fire Insurance Company of 
Munsey, Pa., and remained with that Company until 1881, when 
he became Special Agent of the Lancashire Insurance Company 
for the Middle Department. In September, 1882, he entered the 
service of the American Fire Insurance Company of Philadelphia, 
as Special Agent in the Middle Department. In 1886 he was 
appointed General Agent for said Company for the Middle and 
Southern States, and continued in this service until February, 
1895, when his field was extended to cover the entire agency sys- 
tem of said Company. In May, 1899, he was again promoted to 
the important position of General Manager of said Company. He 
continued in this position until 1905, resigning in July of that 
year. In April, 1906, after the great San Francisco fire, he was 
engaged for the important position of Special Representative of 
the Frankline Fire Insurance Company of Philadelphia, to take 
charge of the adjustment of the losses of said Company in San 
Francisco, and entered arduously upon the discharge of this duty. 
In the latter part of May he was taken ill with pneumonia, and, 
after a short illness, he died at Oakland, Cal., June i, 1906, at 
the age of fifty-six. 

Wm. B. Kelly was married Nov. 17, 1875, at Munsey, Pa., to 
Mary M. Peterman, of that city. His domestic life was of the 
most pleasant and happy character. His marriage union was 
blessed with four children, three daughters and one son. His 
residence was at Germantown, Pa., where the widow and family 
still reside. His home was dear to him and around his fireside 
was the spot where he loved to meet his friends socially, and enjoy 
their companionship with his wife and children. If the home life 
of a man is an index of the heai:t life, which we believe to be true, 
then Mr. Kelly should be highly commended, for his home was an 
ideal one. No greater tribute can be paid any man than to say 
he was a kind and loving husband and an indulgent father. 

Mr. Kelly was a man of great strength of character and of 
sterling integrity. He was possessed of a masterful mind, which 
made itself felt in the various positions in life which he filled. He 
had great executive ability, and desired to be apprised of and 
know the minutest details appertaining to his positions of trust 
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and responsibility. His life was a vigorous one, and from his 
young manhood to the hour of his untimely death, was devoted to 
fire insurance. His attachment for his friends was sincere, and 
of a manly character. His strong personality was noted by all 
who knew him intimately, who learned to love him for his rugged 
ways and for his honest expression of thought. His life was cut 
short at a comparatively early age, and while he was engaged in 
the active pursuit of his chosen profession, in a field far from 
home. We drop a silent tear to his memory, and extend to the 
bereft family words of sympathy and love. 

Your Committee recommend that three copies of the report 
containing this memorial be sent to Mrs. Wm. B. Kelly, 179 
Maplewood avenue, Germantown, Pa. 

C. L. HECOX, Chairman. 

N. B. JONES, 

C. N. MILLER, 

C S. HOLLINSHEAD, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
JOHN HOWLEY. 

"The Lord loveth a shining mark" and he called John Howley 
across the Great Divide on the 21st of last November. 

Mr. Howley was of so unique a personality, so genuine and 
generous a friend, so conspicuous in his chosen occupation, and 
so staunch a member of this Association, that a brief sketch of 
his career will be appreciated by this membership. 

He was born in Montreal, Canada, on the 21st of August, 
1844, and his first occupation was with a very large Shoe Manu- 
facturing Company in Montreal, of which at an early age he 
became Manager, but he had the Western fever in his blood and 
came to Chicago where he engaged with the Lumbermen's 
Insurance Company, shortly becoming its Secretary. After the 
great Chicago fire of 1871, he entered the employment of Ducat 
& Lyon, General Agents of the Home of New York, which service 
he resigned in 1881, to become Special Agent of The Niagara in 
Minnesota and Dakota. He soon demonstrated his ability in loss 
matters, and Mr. Blackwelder, his Manager, employed him exclu- 
sively as an adjuster, with headquarters in Cincinnati for a large 
territory surrounding. In June 1883, he went with the Scottish 
Union & National, adjusting losses all over the United States and 
Canada. It was while with this Company he came into such 
prominence by reason of his brilliant settlement of the Bambur- 
ger. Bloom & Co. loss in Louisville, Ky. (1899), and the assist- 
ance he afterwards rendered the assured to collect a $100,000 
policy from P. B. Armstrong's Mutual Fire, induced the latter 
gentleman to make him a proposition to join his forces, but which 
Howley declined. Later however, he was requested to call at the 
Mutual's office in New York, when during a discussion as to 
salaries, he was asked by Armstrong how much he would take to 
leave the Scottish and enter the employ of the Mutual, Howley 
replied "$10,000 a year with a guaranteed contract for five years*', 
and to his great surprise Armstrong immediately acquiesced. He 
remained with the Mutual Fire until) it was sold out to the Lan- 
cashire, who assumed Howley's contract, and during his term of 
office with the Mutual and Lancashire, he took part in the adjust- 
ment of some of the largest fire losses in the country with aston- 
ishing success; one case on which the Mutual Fire had a very 
large policy, a propostion was made to him by the representatives 
of the assured, if he would give the Mutual's draft in settlement, 
amounting to something like $80,000 he would be given the cur- 
rency in exchange, for if they showed Howley's draft, a settle- 
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ment could be had with all the leading companies oh the risk. It 
is unnecessary to say he declined. 

After the expiration of his contract with the Lancashire he 
took up independent adjusting in New York City, and in conjunc- 
tion with his friend, Mr. J. N. McKenna, handled a great many 
important cases that required expert accountant work (in the 
meantime having become a certified public accountant of the Uni- 
versity of New York) one of the most important of which was 
the investigation of the accounts of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art; this case in particular required ability in expert accounting 
and intelligence of a high degree; it was during a controversy 
over this investigation that he made his celebrated reply to one of 
the leading Attorneys in New York City, who not being able to 
obtain from Howley admission to fit his side of the case, said in 
a somewhat sneering manner *'then Howley, you pose as a student 
of bookkeeping" to which Howley replied quick as a flash "No, 
honey, not a student but a teacher". 

He handled important matters in conjunction with Mr. 
McKenna in connection with the District Attome/s office, this 
work gradually growing away from insurance adjusting, 
although he was engaged on important loss cases to the last. 

Among his intifnates he was known as "Uncle John" and 
his proverbial address to friend and foe was "Honey." Like 
many another genius he had his eccentricitis, was bohemian in 
his habits and indifferent as to his personal appearance ; few men 
had as many warm friends and fewer still better deserved them. 
His wit and humor were excelled only by his generosity, which 
latter was proverbial, and whoever clasped his warm hand never 
doubted the sincerety of his regard. "Alas, we shall see him no 
more." 

J. J. McDonald, chairman. 
L S. BLACKWELDER, 
J. C. CORBETT, 

Comffiittee. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
HOWARD ARMAND BLOSSOM. • 

Howard Armand Blossom was born in St. Louis, April 29, 
1852, and died August 24, 1907, and was therefore, 55 years of 
age at the time of his death. He was educated in tiie Public 
Schools in St. Louis and at Washington University. 

He became a clerk in the office of the Globe Mutual Insurance 
Company of which his Unclef, Mr. H. M. Blossom, was Secretary, 
in 1865, which position he held until 1871, and he was thereafter 
employed in various offices until he again became a clerk in the 
office of H. M. Blossom & Company, in which firm he subse- 
quently acquired an interest and the partnership thus formed, 
continued for many years. In 1902 he organized and became 
President of the Merchants Fire Insurance Company, which Com- 
pany retired from business in 1904. "The Insurance Agency 
Company" was organized by the merging of many of the larger 
Fire Insurance Agencies in St. Louis, and he became its 
Secretary, which position he held at the time of his death. 

In the death of Howard Armand Blossom, the Insurance Fra- 
ternity has lost one of its oldest and best known members. His 
integrity was unquestioned and his genial smile and rugged and 
forceful characteristics were known and admired far and wide. 
The "GRIM REAPER," respector of no person, came and 
gathered his harvest, taking away our good and esteemed friend 
in the prime of his life. Peace to his ashes. 

To his beloved family, this Association extends its heartfelt 
sympathy. 

S. E. GATE, Chairman, 
HARRY M. COUDREY, 
DAVID RORICK. 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF HENRY 

W. MAGILL. 



Among the names of those of this Association that within the 
year have gone from this life must be written that of Henry W. 
Magill. 

Mr. Magill died at midnight of the Iith-i2th of December 
last^ at Pasadena, California, to which place he had gone to seek 
recovery of health through rest in a kindly climate, with no warn- 
ing, however, that return to his Chicago home was not to be. 
Indeed, his death came as a great shock to his many friends, for, 
while he was known to be seriously ill, he was not supposed to 
be in danger. 

Bom at Cincinnati, Ohio, July ii, 1863, he inherited from 
his father, a brilliant underwriter whp for half a century was a 
forceful figure in our profession, those sterling qualities that 
equipped him well for promotion, step by step, to the important 
position he was so ably filling at the time his promising career 
was cut short by his fatal illness. 

Mr. Magill graduated from Harvard University in 1886 and 
shortly afterward was made State Agettt of The Phoenix Insur- 
ance Company of Hartford, for Michigan. In September, 1888, 
he associated himself with Captain James Ayars under the firm 
name of Ayars & Magill, then commissioned District Managers 
of said company for Chicago and its vicinity, and at the death 
of his partner in August, 1893, he was unhesitatingly placed in 
sole charge, having by patient work, faithful attention to duty, 
unswerving integrity and a fearlessness in sustaining his ideas 
of right, tempered only by a broad-minded tolerance of variant 
opinion, abundantly demonstrated his fitness, and, at the same 
time, built up a record of respect, of admiration and of hearty 
liking that all who knew him recognized as worthily won and 
in which the searching test of succeeding years has found no 
flaw. Of simple tastes and cleanly life, alert of mind, earnest of 
purpose, candid, conscientious, conservative and a careful counse- 
lor was he ; beyond all question, a credit to the insurance frater- 
nity — indeed, the brand of man to boast of in any business. 
While, through modest undervaluation of his merits, he was, as a 
rule, inclined to reticence, to his intimates he was a charming 
companion, a loyal friend, true to the core and dependable ever ; 
to his employes he was always just and delicately considerate, 
proving himself a gentleman in the best and broadest sense of the 
word. He measured up in every way as a manly man, whose 
popularity, the outgrowth of many admirable qualities, rested on 
an unshaken rock of respect. 
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At the time of his death he was a member of The Chicago 
Board of Underwriters, its treasurer and also guardian of Ae 
Patrolmen's Pension Fund and until his health failed, had almost 
constantly been in harness on several of the more important 
committees of the said assurance association, rendering especially 
valuable service on that of the Fire Insurance Patrol, to nearly 
every member of which he was personally known. He was a 
member of Avon Lodge F. & A. M. No. 542, Avondale, Ohio, 
Chicago Athletic Association, University Club of Chicago, Har- 
vard Alumni Association and Onwentsia Club of Lake Forest, 
Illinois. 

His connection with this Association is a matter of its his- 
tory and dates back to his thirtieth year. He always looked for- 
ward eagerly to this annual gathering with its re-union of old 
and valued friends. 

We shall sorely miss his genial greeting and in realization of 
how great a void his passing away leaves in the lives of his 
family our sincerest sympathy is extended. 

This, then, is au revoir to a beloved comrade in simple sen- 
tences from the heart to light the way, until death's wondrous 
mystery set aside, we meet agdin, gathering once more to com- 
panionship and to fuller understanding a man whose earnest, 
gentle life has reared to his memory a monument which from its 
firm foundation, and unblemished character, extends upward to 
our spiritual view its purely shining shaft of good deeds and 
kindly words and honest purpose through a halo of achievement 
dimmed by no disregard of others' rights. 

H. H. HEAFORD, Chairman, 
GEO. M. LOVEJOY, 
THEO. F. SPEAR, 
J. M. DECAMP, 
J. H. LENEHAN, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
DAVID J. MATTESON. 

On February 25, 1907, there passed from our midst a face 
familiar to and beloved by the memSers of this Association — Mr. 
D. J. Matteson, of St. Louis, for many years an honored 
member of the organization. 

Bom at Fredonia, N. Y., September 5, 1859, graduating from 
Cornell University, he entered the hardware business at Dun- 
kirk, N. Y., with his stepfather, Robt. Cary, a brother of the late 
Eugene Cary, joining the fire insurance ranks in 1890, succeed- 
ing Mr. E. T. Campbell as Special Agent of the German-Ameri- 
can in the State of Kansas where he remained until 1893, when 
he became Special Agent of the Royal in Missouri, and in 190I9 
he was appointed Local Manager in St. Louis, for that Company, 
which position he occupied at the time of his early and lamented 
demise. 

In 1891 he married Miss Lucile E. Pennebaker, of Lebanon, 
Tenn. (whose father was a prominent state official), and it was 
always a pleasure to hear him speak of his home life, with the 
fully reciprocated feelings of love, solicitude and affection for his 
wife and daughter. Our deep sympathy goes out to Mrs. 
Matteson and daughter Dorothy in their great bereavement. 

Mr. Matteson's sterling qualities of heart, his unselfish 
nature, his integrity of purpose attracted all with whom he was 
brought in contact, whether engaged in our chosen profession or 
in other walks of life. He was an insurance man of marked 
ability, firm in his ideas but fair and generous to his adversaries. 
The combination of his genial disposition and good judgment 
can be attested by many in our profession who have sought his 
advice. It can be said in all sincerity that his dominating desire 
was to do good, here a guiding hand, there a helping hand, and 
the influence thus exerted makes us all feel benefitted by his 
association and noble example. 

"A full, rich nature, free to trust 
Ttuthful and almost sternly just, 
Impulsive, earnest, prompt to act 
And make his generous thought a fact 
Keeping with many a light disguise 
The secret of self-sacrifice." 

EDWARD STANBERY, Chairman. 

W. R. TOWNLEY, 

EDWARD T. CAMPBELL, 

R. S. ODELL, 

P. H. KNIGHTON, 

Committee, 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
WILLIAM FRED McBAIN. 

William Fred McBain was a Canadian by birth, born in 
Montreal, December i, 1863, and died February 6, 1907. When 
a child he moved with his father's family to Saginaw, Michigan, 
where he received his education. After spending some time in a 
general country store he entered his father's local insurance 
agency at Saginaw in 1881. In 1887 he was appointed special 
agent of the Grand Rapids Fire Insurance Company. He was 
elected Secretary of the Company in 1891, and remained in the 
field until 1892, when, upon the death of President Aspinwall, he 
took the active management of the company. When the com- 
pany re-insured in the National of Hartford in 1901, Mr. McBain 
became the resident manager at Grand Rapids, for the National, 
a position he held up to the time of his deaths in connection with 
his local agency. 

Mr. McBain became known to the fraternity while secretary 
of the Grand Rapids Fire. His personality was strong, and 
while impulsive and erratic he drew a host of men to him by a 
warmth of heart and cordiality. There was something about 
Fred McBain that attracted people to him, and yet, like all men 
of his type, he had his enemies. Those who were broad enough 
to see through the surface into the soul can truthfully say that 
Mr. McBain had sterling qualities that far outweighed his tem- 
peramental eccentricities. Many insurance men who have visited 
Grand Rapids can recall the hospitality of Fred McBain and his 
many courtesies. 

Mr. McBain left a widow and one son who still reside in 
Grand Rapids. 

M. H. N. RAYMOND, Chairman. 
FRANK G. ROW, 
W. L. ALTHOUSE, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
ROBERT GORDON McKEAN. 

Mr. McKean resided in Edinburgh until he was neiarly thirty 
years of age, when he came to this country. His education was 
acquired there in private schools and at the University. His 
father was an underwriter of note, being manager of the Scottish 
Widows' Fund. 

Mr. McKean's first employment in this country was in the 
oflSce of the Scottish Union and National Insurance Company 
in Hartford. Afterward he spent some time in New York, and 
later removed to Minneapolis and accepted a position with the 
S3mdicate Insurance Company. 

In 1893 he became connected with the Niagara Fire Insurance 
Company's general offices in Chicago, and remained there until 
he was transferred to Minneapolis, about five years ago, and 
placed in charge of that Company's field work for the States of 
Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota, which position he 
filled with great acceptability as long as he lived. 

On the nth day of September, 1889, he was married to Miss 
Louise Iverson of Minneapolis, and two children, a son and a 
daughter, blessed this union. The widow and children survive to 
mourn the irrepjirable loss which they have sustained. He was 
a mo^t loving and devoted husband and father and found his 
chief delight in the home and family. 

Mr. McKean was comparatively a young man with apparently 
many years of usefulness yet before him when he was suddenly 
called away to the life beyond. His work was always character- 
ized by great intelligence and effectiveness. He was a man of fine 
ability, well versed in all the details of office and agency affairs 
and a thorough student of the profession. His mind was versa- 
tile and active. He was prominent in church and benevolent 
work and in musical circles. He was an organist of ability and 
was ever ready to assist at entertainments, especially those in 
aid of charitable enterprises, or to further the objects of church 
and Sunday School. These qualities, combined with his genial 
temperament, made him many warm friends, who will sincerely 
mourn his early departure. 

Mr. McKean has left an example to young men worthy of 
imitation, and to his family the precious legacy of a good name 
and a life full of good deeds. 

I. S. BLACKWELDER, Chairman. 
OTTO E. GREELY, 
W. O. CHAMBERLIN, 

Committee, 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
COLONEL TATTNALL PAULDING. 

Colonel Tattnall Paulding, president of the Delaware Insur- 
ance Company, of Philadelphia, who died at his home in Ger- 
mantown, Tuesday morning, March 5, after an illness of many 
months' duration, was not only highly regarded as an under- 
writer, but greatly beloved as a man. Colonel Paulding was 
born at Huntington, Long Island, in 1840. His father, the late 
Rear Admiral Paulding, was a son of the famous John Paulding, 
one of the captors of Major Andre. True to his patriotic lineage, 
when the Civil War broke out he enlisted in the Seventh Regi- 
ment of New York. Later he was commissioned lieutenant in 
the Sixth Regular Cavalry, and through bravery and ability 
attained the rank of lieutenant-colonel. Captured at the battle 
of Gettysburg, he spent some nine months in the Libby prison. 

When, after the close of the war, like many others, he turned 
his attention to the activities of business life, he engaged in fire 
insurance, becoming a member of the firm of Carstairs & Pauld- 
ing, of this city. He represented the Commercial Union as local 
agent until 1890, when he was elected president of the Delaware, 

Colonel Paulding found time to be interested in other activi- 
ties than those of fire insurance. In the business line, he served 
as trustee of the Penn Mutual Life, a manager of the Saving 
Fund Society of Germantown and the Mercantile Beneficial Asso- 
ciation. In the philanthropic lines he was director of the Penn- 
sylvania Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and 
served as a director of the Free Hospital for Poor Consumptives. 
Colonel Paulding was elected an honorary member of the Under- 
writers^ Association of the Northwest at its last annual meeting. 
He was an honored member of the Loyal Legion, and also 
belonged to the Union League. In all these various positions he 
rendered intelligent and capable service. Colonel Paulding is 
best known for his long and honorable fire insurance career. 
Genial, courteous and capable, it was a pleasure to come in con- 
tact with him, and a host of friends and acquaintances will cher- 
ish his memory as one of the compensations of this rushing, 
work-a-day world of ours. 

O. C. KEMP, Chairman, 
NEAL BASSETT, 
J. L. WHITLOCK, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
CHARLTON BERNARD ROGERS. 

The subject of this sketch was born at Bryant Station, near 
Lexington, Fayette County, Ky., June 30, 1842, of a family that 
was one of the earliest pioneers, for his grandfather, Joseph 
Refers, was in Bryant Station at the famous siege, in August, 
1782, when the Indians under British officers made an ineffectual 
attempt to take the fort. The land on which the fort stood and 
for a large area surrounding it, was the property of the Joseph 
Rogers mentioned above, and in the course of time became the 
property of Charlton B. Rogers. 

His common school education was had in Lexington, which 
then, as now, possessed the highest grade of such schools. His 
collegiate course was at Union College, Schenectady, N. Y. One 
of the most prized memories of his youth was that of those 
college days and the membership in the Sigma Phi Society. 
Upon leaving college he took up farming, though he studied law 
and had a license to practice in Kentucky. His insurance career 
began with the farm department of the Home Fire Insurance 
Company, of New York, in 1879. Success followed, so marked 
as to attract the attention of the Continental Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of New York, which made him such propositions that he 
left the Home and went with them. In 1888, nine years after he 
began with the Home, he became Special Agent for the Spring- 
field Fire & Marine Insurance Company, for Kentucky, and sub- 
sequently Tennessee was added to his field, where he remained 
until he died suddenly, at Estill Springs, Ky., June 22, 1907. 

On the establishment of the Kentucky & Tennessee Board of 
Fire Underwriters', years ago, he became at once connected with 
it, rising to a Director, then Vice-President, and President in 
November, 1903. 

He was one of the most modest and quiet of men, yet he won 
a high place in the regard of his colleagues and his agents. His 
perfect honesty, probity and fairness made friends for the Com- 
pany he represented, and his thoroughness in doing his duty 
made a reputation with his Company and business associates that 
was truly commendable. 

From early manhood he was connected with the Baptist 
Church, of which he was a worthy member. Simple in his habits, 
perfectly under control in his walks and talks in life, he left to 
his wife and children the legacy of an untarnished history. 

JOHN L. SMITH, Chairman, 
M. B. RUSSELL, 
C. F. SNYDER, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
CHANNING L. RUDY. 

Channing Leslie Rudy was born at Hagerstown, Ind., June 
12, 1869. He received his elementary education at Hagerstown 
Public and High Schools, and attended the Indiana University. 

At the completion of his college days, he started life in Omaha, 
Neb., where he was taken seriously ill with typhoid fever, 
brought home to Hagerstown by his father, where he hung many 
days between life and death. To his family and friends it seems 
as though he probably never fully recovered from the effetts of 
this severe illness. 

In 1895, he entered the service of the German Insurance Co., 
of Freeport, 111., as Special Agent for the State of Indiana, assist- 
ing his father, Mr. D. A. Rudy, who was the State Agent for that 
territory. In 1907, he entered the service of the German Fire 
Insurance Co., of Pittsburg, as their State Agent for Indiana, in 
which capacity he was serving at the time of his death. He was 
always held in the highest esteem by his fellow insurance men, 
and is greatly missed by the local agents of Indiana, with whom 
he had become so closely allied and attached. 

He served one term as President of the Indiana League of 
Fire Underwriters', composed of the non-union field representa- 
tives of the State of Indiana, which Association greatly mourns 
his loss. 

Mr. Rudy was a member of the Hagerstown Blue Lodge of 
Masons, Cambridge City Chapter Royal Arch Masons, a Scottish 
Rite Mason, and a Noble in the Mystic Shrine. 

He is survived by KTs wife, father, mother and two brothers, 
also a host of friends who mourn his loss and appreciate his life. 

He died May 16, 1907, at his home in Indianapolis, aged 37 
years. He was married to Miss Grace O. Teetor, May 16, 1890, 
one child, a girl being bom to them, which died at the tender age 
of fourteen years. 

Your Committee recommends that these minutes be printed in 
the records of the Association, and that copies of the Annual 
Report containing them be presented to the widow with thel 
affectionate sympathy of the Association. 

FRED S. PENFIELD, Chairman, 
JOHN R. ENGLE, 
A. J. DILLON, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
BYRON G. STARK. 

Byron G. Stark was born in Clinton County, Michigan, Feb- 
ruary 4, 1846, and died in New York, June 23, 1907, having spent 
a busy and useful life of 61 years. He was educated at Rochester, 
N. Y. and settled in Saginaw, Michigan. 

He served his home city acceptably as Recorder and Police 
Judge; he filled the office of County Clerk from 1877 to 1881 and 
was admitted to the bar at the close of his term. 

His principal life work was Fire Insurance. In 1883, 1884 
and 1885, he was manager of the Southwestern Michigan Under- 
writers' Union (Compacf) and January i, 1886, was appointed 
Special Agent for the Niagara Insurance Company in Michigan. 
Later he was associated with I. S. Blackwelder of Chicago, as 
Assistant Manager of the Western Department of the Niagara & 
Caledonian. About 1893, Mr. Stark was moved to New York, 
to become Western Manager of the Caledonian Insurance Co., 
which position he very ably filled until death stayed his hand. 
These details are but the skeleton of a busy, well spent life. 

Mr. Stark was held in high regard by all who knew him, 
both as an underwriter and as a man. His character was above 
reproach. His family life ideal. 

In the resolutions adopted by the Directors of the Caledonian 
Insurance Co., are these sentiments : 

"He was a most competent official, whose service was of high 
value, whose place will be hard to fill. The members of this Board 
have lost a long time friend whose loyalty and high principles both as 
related to them and to the Company were always conspicuous and can 
never be forgotten." 

We endorse this and add : He was faithful in service, loyal 
in friendship, honest in all his business relations, a good citizen 
and his departure is a distinct loss to the world. His friends 
were many. He was buried in Saginaw, Michigan, borne to his 
last resting place by the hands of his old associates, leaving a 
widow and a daughter who cherish his precious memory. 

FRANK A. VERNOR, Chairman, 
W. S. ABBOTT, 
T. H. SMITH, 

L. s. McMillan, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DEATH OF 
ELMER E. STONER. 



We offer the following in memory of Elmer E. Stoner, who 
was born in Hancock County, Indiana, on the twentieth day of 
October, 1861, and died in his forty-sixth year on the fifth day 
of April, 1907. 

Mr. Stoner was united in marriage on the fifth day of 
September, 1883, to Miss Irene Wilson, who with Miss Nellie, 
and Master Carl, their only children, reside in their beautiful 
home in Greenfield, Ind., their native county. 

As a boy on the farm, as a student in the district school, as 
a teacher at the age of sixteen, and for a period of several years 
he was alternately engaged in teaching and attending school, and 
doing such work as he was able to procure, with a resolution to 
keep busy and do the things, and do them well, that came within 
the scope of his opportunity and effort. At a period of this kind 
he accepted a Soliciting agency from the Western Farm Depart- 
ment of the Home Insurance Company of New York. Within 
three years he had performed his duties so well, and with such 
marked success as to lead to his employment as a Special Agent 
His industry, zeal and fidelity, backed with an untiring energy 
led, within a short time to the placing of the entire state, as to 
its Western Farm Department interests, both as to organization 
and adjustments, under his entire charge, and to which his ser- 
vices for a continuance, and more and more acceptable to the 
Company which he served, in the capacity noted, for over a 
period of twenty years and up to the time of his death. 

Mr. Stoner's unswerving and full application to the business 
intrusted to his care did not detract from his devotion to home 
and family, and while providing for their comfort and happiness 
he was not unmindful of the interest and welfare of his neighbor, 
his fellow-townsmen, his friends, and with those with whom he 
was associated in field and agency work throughout the state, 
making their interests his common cause and interest, and espec- 
ially he remembered the sick, the needy and the distressed who 
came within the limits of his observation and acquaintance. 

Mr. Stoner was denominated as one of the leading politicians 
of the state, and as such was much in the counsels of his chosen 
party. He was a delegate to the National Convention, in 1880, 
which nominated James A. Garfield for President. He was 
energetic in social, fraternal, church and school organization and 
fellowship and contributed, with his means and energy to the 
support and advancement of these causes. 

Thus was his life a busy one, and one to which he was ever 
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adding claims which were marked "accepted." Measured by 
years he had attained to but little more than forty-five ; measured 
by energy exercised and work accomplished his life had extended 
for more than twice that period. 

When a man comes face to face with the inevitable, and may 
not turn aside from the decree that sooner or later comes to all, 
then it is that that which is strongest in life exerts itself, so it 
was with Elmer E. Stoner, who while accepting the decree with 
courage and a spirit submissive to the will of the Father, 
expended his last energy and encouragement along the lines of 
furtherance! as to plans and interests that were to be developed 
under the care, and exercise of others in the future. His life 
was thus busy to the end. At the close h^ said "Good-night" to 
his family strong in the belief and realization of his faith, in the 
"Good-morning" that awaited him in the "Beyond." 

His minister in taking text for his funeral discourse chose 
from "Holy Writ,'' "Know ye not that there is a prince and a 
great man fallen this day in Israel?" which seems eminently fit- 
ting for our closing tribute of respect to the life work and mem- 
ory of Elmer E. Stoner. 

JOHN B. CROMER, Chairman, 
H. H. FRIEDLEY, 
ROBERT McHATTON, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
WILLIAM D. SUTTON. 

On the eleventh day of December, 1906, at Bloomington, 
Illinois, departed this life, as a result of injuries sustained 
November 30th, in a railroad wreck, and was buried at Port 
Huron, Michigan, Dec. 14th, 1906, with Masonic services. 

He was bom April i6th, 1852 in London, Canada, and was 
married June 28th, 1876 to Elizabeth Bartle at Port Huron, Mich. 

Mr. Sutton's early life was a struggle, being the only support 
of his mother and younger brother. 

He was one of the first manufacturers of "Roll top desks" 
in Grand Rapids, Mich., and continued in that business until 
his property was destroyed by fire in 1890. 

In 1896 he removed to Milwaukee and entered thef field as an 
Independent adjuster, continuing until 1903, when he was 
appointed adjuster for the Western Department of the American 
Insurance Company of Newark, which position he occupied until 
the time of his death. 

Mr. Sutton was thoroughly devoted to his work, being 
unusually industrious and conscientious in his efforts. 

The most marked characteristic of this unassuming sincere 
man was faithfulness to duty, and to his friends. 

S. K. HATFIELD, Chairman, 
R W. TOLLES, 
F. F. GORDON, 

Cofmnittee. 




WILLIAM D. SUTTON 



in Mtmaxiam 



100fi 



Wltam i. button 



SloiimUtston. 911. 



fiirii l^nmbsr lltt; 1906 



MEiiOKiAL Proceedings 201 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
LEWIS F. MARGAH. 

We are again called upon to mourn the passing of a beloved 
friend and fellow worker. Lewis F. Margah was bom in Canada, 
November loth, 1840, and died at Streeter Hospital, Chi- 
cago, February 20th, 1907. For over forty years he was engaged 
in the insurance business in various capacities. He was always 
faithful to every trust and served the Sun of London for twenty- 
one years. He was State Agent for Michigan for that company 
at the time of his death. 

Mr. Margah was a loyal friend and an honest competitor, 
ready at all times to assist in the uplifting of our business and to 
assist and advise the younger members of our profession. His 
hwne life was ideal and to his bereiaved wife and yoimg 
daughters we extend our heart-felt sympathy. 

He joined this association in 1887, and for him no more 
fitting epitaph could be written than the quotation contained in 
the annual address of President Abram Williams that year. 

"I hold that one who lives and dies, 
Who leaves an impress on his time 
For good, beyond the grave shall rise 
To heights more splendid aUd sublime; 

"That what is great and good on earth 
In Heaven shall yet more brightly shine; 
That every soul of honest worth 
Shall live immortal and divine. 

"That every noble human mind 
That leaves a worldly record fair, 
Beyond this life shall be rieflned. 
And shine with fadeless lustre there." 

D. W. ANDREWS, Chairman, 
GEO. A. ARMSTRONG, 
H. N. KELSEY, 
W. F. HAWXHURST, 
Comfnitiee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
ROBERT B. CARSON. 

"That loss is common would not make 
Our own less bitter; rather more 
Too common: Never morning wore 
To evening but some heart did break.*' 

and many hearts will feel a personal sorrow and sense of grief 
at the death of Mr. Carson. His kindly genial nature won him 
many friends and in going about in the field where he has been 
active for so many years the question has been asked again and 
again : 'What of Uncle Bob ?/' as he was affectionately known, 
not only to his own agents, but to many others. 

Mr. Carson's active business life was mainly passed in Illinois, 
though he lived for a while in Indiana and did some insurance 
work there in 1863. Later, at Kewanee, Illinois, he was in the 
grain commission business and after that at Galesburg, where, 
in the early Seventies, he had a local agency. He was for a while 
in the field for the Royal Canadian till its retirement from busi- 
ness, and joined this association in 1878 as Special Agent and 
Adjuster for them. In 1879 his membership is noted as of the 
Lorrillard, with which Company he continued until its retire- 
ment in 1882 and since that time with the Commercial Union 
lip to the time of his death ; the larger part of the time as State 
Agent for Illinois. After he had ceased to do the more active 
work, and the death of his wife, he lived at the Hyde Park 
Hotel, enjoying a green old age and happy in the ministrations 
of a devoted son who also made his home there. Shortly before 
his death one of your Committee spent a Sunday afternoon with 
him, and his eye seemed as bright and his intellect as keen as 
for years. But he knew and spoke of a heart trouble that he 
said was liable to call him away at any moment, and spoke of it 
in such a way that showed he had no fear or dread of the sum- 
mons, but faced it with a perfect resignation that had no sting 
at the thought of passing over to the other shore. He was taken 
sick soon after and was announced as critically ill in the papers, 
but a call on the nurse on Friday before his demise, brought the 
report that "he was much better now and on the mend." But 
later, as he had expected, the heart refused its duty and he died 
at the end quite suddenly, and an honest, faithful, conscientious 
man, true to. himself, true to his brother man, true to the ideals 
which make up the best of life has passed over to his inheritance 
of the reward of well spent years. 
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With thanks for the life he lived and the pleasant .memories 
left we say "Peace to his ashes — joy in the larger life now 
achieved/' 

"Calmly he looked on either life — and here 
Saw nothing to regret, or there to fear: 
"From Nature's temperate feast rose satisfied, 
Thanked Heaven that he had lived and that he died." 

H. C. EDDY, Chairman, 
J. H. LENEHAN, 
T. H. SMITH, 
J. V. THOMAS, 
H. H. RASSWEILER, 
Committee. 



-1 I 




ROBERT B. CARSON 



in m^momm 



190r 









12 



Memorial Proceedings 213 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
ADOLPH LOEB 



"The dying soldier faltered, and he took his comrade's hand. 
And he said, 1 neyermore shall see my own, my native land; 
Take a message and a token to some distant friend of mine, 
For I was bom at Bingen — ^fair Bingen on the Rhine.' " 

The Rhine village made famous by the poet's touch gave 
birth to Adolph Loeb.in 1839, and one might well believe that its 
calm beauty had influenced the soul of our friend whose ener- 
getic life and useful work in the cause of fire underwriting, was 
so finely blended with the social graces, and tie deep response of 
a noble nature! to the calls of humanity. Beginning his insurance 
career at Memphis, Tennessee, in 1865, as agent of the American 
Central Insurance Company, he removed to Chicago in 1873 ^uid 
organized the firm of Loeb & Judah, of which the Corporation 
of Adolph Loeb & Sons, is the present successor. 

Transacting at all times a large and prosperous local business 
and representing many Companies, Mr. Loeb's position as 
United States Manager of the North German and the Trans- 
atlantic of Hamburg, and as President of the North German and 
the Cosmopolitan of New York, gave especial proof of his large 
influence and executive grasp, as well as of the strong confidence 
of his friends in his personal integrity. Coming from the great 
race, whose fundamental principle of righteousness, once pictured 
in the thunders of Sinai, has so swayed the destiny of man- 
kind, Mr. Loeb was a notable exemplar of the charitable side 
of life, and his connection with institutions for ameliorating the 
conditions of society, is in itself a monument to his memory. At 
various times he was President of such organizations as the 
Independent Order of the Bnai Brith of the United States, the 
Jewish Agricultural and Aid Society of America, the Russian 
Immigration Society of America and the Chicago Sinai Congre- 
gation ; besides being an active Director in the Cleveland Orphan 
Asylum, the United Hebrew Charities of Chicago, and the 
Denver Hospital for Consumptives. 

On October 8th, 1906, at the age of 67, he felt the stir of 
death's winnowing wings, and in expressing the tribute of this 
Association to his memory, let us believe that our honored 
friend when leaving us shared the hope of Matthew Arnold: 
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"To feel the uniyerBe my home: 
To have before my mind — ^instead 
Of the Bich-room, the mortal strife, 
The turmoil for a little breath — 
The pure, eternal course of life. 
Not human combatings with death! 

"Thus feeling, gazing, might I grow 
Composed, refreshed, ennobled, clear; 
Then willing let my spirit go 
To work or wait elsewhere or here — " 

J. M. NEUBURGER, Chairman, 
J. L. WHITLOCK, 
HOLGER de ROODE, 

Cofnmittee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
WILLIAM L. KING 

For the first time in our history Death has invaded the highest 
office in this Association, and we meet with heads bowed never 
so deeply in sorrow for our greatest loss — ^the loss of a beloved 
President. One year ago we crowned him with our richest laurel 
wreath and amid shouts and hand-clappings proclaimed him 
President. Our great happiness was short, although our grief is 
softened, in that he lived to know in what esteem he was held by 
all of us. No man ever deserved more! of his fellows than Wil- 
liam L. King, and when we come to record his services to this 
body, we realize the broad scope of his influence as well as its 
lasting effect upon our material existence. In the up-building of 
the Association, he was an important factor and in the effective 
work of it's Committees he was ever prominent. When we had 
attained that sturdy growth which demanded new laws for our 
government, he was promptly chosen as Chairman of the Revision 
Committee. The present Constitution and By-laws under which 
we operate, were printed from the drafts prepared by him and 
were adopted without amendment by the Association in con- 
vention assembled. But the work that will ultimately stand as 
the greatest monument to his memory, is our library. He gloried 
in its growth and cherished the fondest hopes for its future 
use and extension. His grasp of the technical end of our 
business and his acquaintance with the text books of those 
collateral arts and sciences that in our modem out-reachings 
are of inestimable value to the student, made it easy 
for him to lead where many of us could but blindly 
follow. A master mind was his, possessing all that masculine 
force that is essential to success, but touched with a gentleness 
that created no enmities and caused no jealousies. In calling him 
to the high office which he filled, the members of this Association 
but recognized the mentality and character that ever should be 
the standard controlling the selection of its President. His strong 
mental and moral powers are best testified in his rapid rise from 
the Local Agency ranks to that of Manager. 

Nothing more fitting can be added to this brief testimonial 
than the tribute which he very lovingly paid to the memory of 
one of our fellow members who preceded him to his rest : 

"As one day expands into another with its clearer vision, its 
higher aspirations and its larger duties, so may we think of his 



220 Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting 

life as still yielding richer and diviner fruitage as still continuing 
'in minds made better by his presence'/' 

William L. King, the 37th President of the Fire Underwriters 
Association of the Northwest, was bom at Brillion, Calumet 
County, Wisconsin, April 5, 1857. At the age of ten years he, 
with his parents, removed to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, in which city 
he received his education. For a couple of years he taught school, 
then came to Chicago and for about three years was tookkeeper 
in a large hardware store on Lake St. This evidently, was not to 
his liking, for the next we hear of him he was located in Fargo, 
N. D., in the grocery business and this he followed until the year 
1883 when he removed to Lisbon, N. D., and after a brief expe- 
rience with a local newspaper, embarked in the fire insurance 
business as a Local Agent, his first commission bearing date Nov. 
I, 1883. He remained there for about two years and then moved 
to Huron, S. D., where he engaged in the same line of work and 
continued in it until 1889, when he received an appointment as 
Special Agent for the Springfield F. & M. Insurance Co. for 
North and South Dakota. In 1890 he became Special Agent for 
the American Cwitral Insurance Co. of St. Louis for the North- 
west. Two years after that he went to the New York Under- 
writers as Special Agent for the states of Wisconsin and Iowa. 

While engaged in business at Huron, S. D., he was married 
to Miss Harriet Lucas of Hudson, Wis., the marriage taking 
place on December 10, 1886. 

Mr. King had found the insurance business to be the one 
carved out for him to follow and he displayed such marked 
ability and aptitude for it and he made so many warm friends in 
the territory he had covered as Special Agent, it seemed only a 
question of time when he would be called to a higher sphere in 
the insurance world. This proved to be the case, for in 1896 he 
received and accepted a call from the Western Department of the 
Continental Insurance Co. of New York to act as Examiner, and 
again in 1899 we find him occupying a similar position with the 
National Fire Insurance Co. of Hartford in its General Western 
Office in this city. These appointments gave him additional im- 
petus to positions higher up in the scale, as we find him in 1901 
Assistant Manager of the Queen Insurance Co. for its Western 
Department and on October i, 1904, he became the Manager of 
the Western Department of the Providence-Washington Insur- 
ance Co., which position he held up to the day of his death. July 
19, 1907. 

Mr. King was a Mason and a member of the Union League 
and Press Clubs of this city. He was a most lovable associate : 
kind and considerate to those under him ; ever ready to discuss 
with the members of his staff, any topic pertaining to the business. 
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no matter how trivial or how important He was endowed with 
rare literary attainments, was an able writer, and contributed 
many notable articles to the Insurance Press and other periodicals. 
He invariably looked on the bright side of life and would not per- 
mit his mind to be disturbed in any way by matters coming. up in 
the course of business, which to others would have been a source 
of much discomfort and annoyance. 

No man ever knew William L. King to do an act which did not 
have the approval of a conscience as clear and void of reproach 
as that of any child. To those who knew him best, he was 
a wholesome, noble man in every respect, a desirable boon com- 
panion in the very highest sense; an up-lifter, an up-builder of 
character; a helpful man to know and be associated with. His 
loss to the profession of his choice will be long and keenly felt. 
His widow and his sons will never find his place in their lives 
filled, whatever after years may bring to them, but theirs is the 
glorious consolation of knowing that because of his life there can 
be naught of fear or misgiving in his death. Calm in the 
consciousness of every duty to his God and fellow, man having 
been fully and singly performed, he could smilingly say in the 
moment of his dissolution: 
"Oh death, where is thy sting ! Oh grave, where is thy victory." 

His presence, his masterful address, his witticisms and sunny 
smile will be greatly missed from this meeting. May his example 
be a support and a guide to all of us; an inspiration to do our 
part as well. Let us leave his grave thankful that he lived, 
rejoicing that all is well with him. 

Death takes us by surprise. 
And stays our hurrying feet; 
The great design unfinished lies, 
Our Uves are incomplete. 

But in the dark unknown 
Perfect their circles seem, 
Even as a bridge's arch of stone 
Is rounded in the stream. 

Alike are life and death, 
When life in death survives, 
And the uninterrupted breath 
Inspires a thousand lives. 

Were a star quenched on high. 

For ages would its light, 

StJU traveling downward from the sky. 

Shine on our mortal sight. 
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So when a great man dies, 

For years beyond our ken, 

Tlie light he leaves behind him lies 

Upon the paths of men. 

W. R. TOWNLEY, 
W. E. HIGBEE, 
W. E. PAGE, 
S. D. ANDREWS, 
A. E. PINCKNEY, 

Committee. 
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The President — 

Is there anything in the way of new business to take up? 

Mr. Holger De Roode— 

Is it proper to move an amendment now to be taken up at the 
next meeting? 

The President- 
It would depend on what it is. 

Mr. De Roode — 

I simply would like to move that the sections under discus- 
sion whereby the association has no power to authorize printing 
other than that provided for, be amended so as to add the words : 
"Except by unanimous consent." It will be necessary to take 
this up at the next meeting. I would like to give notice of it 
now as I think that the section at present is too restrictive for the 
intelligent working of this association. 

The President — 

I think that matter should be presented in writing. 

Mr. De Roode — 

I will authorize the stenographer to take it down. 

The President — 

It should be presented in writing and held over until the 
next meeting. 

Gentlemen, that finishes the order of business up to the 
election of officers. What is your pleasure? Mr. Hunt suggests 
that the President's Address has not been reported on. I had not 
thought about it much and naturally it would not be on my mind. 
Is the committee ready to report? 

Mr. J. B. Cromer— 

I was appointed as a member of that committee, although 
I have not been able to get the name of the Chairman or the 
names of the different members of the committiee, and no call has 
been extended for a meeting of the committee. I have tried 
some two or three times to get the information but have not 
been successful, consequently so far as 1 know there is no report 
to be made. 

The President — 

The names of the gentlemen appointed on that committee 
are J. B. Thomas, Chicago; John B. Cromer, Indianapolis; J. G. 
S. Best, Chicago; W. E. Golden, Milwaukee, and Edward 
Bliven, Chicago. 
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Mr. Best — 

Personally, I have been so busy in other directions that like 
the president, J had forgotten about his address. I expected 
the chairman would call attention to it but as long as he hasn't 
I don't feel guilty. If you desire, we will go out and make a 
report. 

The President — 

Gentlemen, so far as I am concerned, you can report on it 
next Christmas. (Laughter). I know what I think about it. 
I think it was a good speech. (Laughter). 

Mr. Cromer — 

I hope the members of the association will understand the 
position in which the committee has been put in this matter. A 
copy of the president's address has not been handed to the 
committee. The chairman of the committee has not called his 
committee together, and you will remember that I came to your 
desk and also the secretary's desk and made application at the 
stenographer's desk to know who was the chairman of this com- 
mittee, so that I might hunt him up and call the committee 
together and make a report. I usually do things when I am placed 
on a committee and I do not want the association to feel that I 
have in any way overlooked my duty in this respect. 

Mr. Best- 
Mr. Cromer's remarks have so entirely filled the bill in my 
direction that I hope you will let his remarks cover my case also. 

The President— 

From an acquaintance of sixteen years with John Cromer, 
I second the motion. (Laughter). 

The Secretary — 

If the committee wish to make a report within the next two 
or three weeks I will see that it is entered in the proceedings of 
1907 and printed. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Fire Underwriters' 
Association of the Northwest : 

Your Committee, to whom was referred the annual address 
of President C. G. Meeker, beg leave to recommend that same 
be printed as a part of the proceedings of the annual meeting of 
the Association held on the 9th and loth of October. 

The testimonial of respect to the life and work of President 
King is a most fitting and beautiful tribute to his memory, and 
in this connection is noted the appointment of nineteen 
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committees, which reported on the death of members during the 
present year as will appear in the printed proceedings and also 
in special memorials provided by the Association. 

Special reference is made by President Meeker to the Library 
and the attention of the Library Committee, as well as the 
officers of the Association is respectfully called to that part of 
President Meeker's address relating to its present condition, with 
the hope that at the next annual meeting a more favorable show- 
ing may be made with such suitable recommendations as will 
insure the placing of the library upon a basis that will make it 
available and more beneficial to the entire membership of the 
Association; not only as to its own actual work and worth, but 
from the standpoint of general reference as relates to all matters 
pertaining to the fire insurance business. 

Your committee call special attention to what is said in the 
President's report regarding an abridgement condensation of 
the annual reports and the publishing of same in suitable form 
for circulation, and hope that the library committee will make a 
special report on this feature at the next annual meeting. 

The President calls attention to matters vital to Fire Insur- 
ance interests, directing attention to a uniform policy (made 
statutory) and thereby of general use, as well as a uniform 
system of rates, commissions and practices, all of which would 
have a tendency to better conduct of the business from the stand- 
point of assured, local agent and the company ; thereby enabling 
the business of Fire Insurance to be conducted on that higher 
plane to which it is entitled by reason of its relation to the great 
commercial interests of this country and to the world. 

What has been said by the President has been well said, and 
we trust that the officers, as well as the membership will care- 
fully consider the matters outlined by him with a view to formu- 
lating ways and means that shall prove effective during the 
present year, and that this will be shown at, and by, the records 
of the next annual meeting of the Association. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. V. THOMAS, Chicago, Chairman, 
JOHN B. CROMER, Indianapolis, 
JAS. G. S. BEST, Chicago, 
W. E. GOLDEN, Milwaukee, 
ED. BLIVEN, Chicago, 
Committee. 

The President— 

The next order of business is the nomination of officers for the 
ensuing year. The first officer to be nominated is the president. 
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Mr. M. L. C. Funkhouser, Chicago, 111., — 

The highest ambition a man could aspire to in my estimation 
is to be elected to an office by his fellows. That is an ambition 
that I believe all of us can aspire to without blushing. This is 
an association composed of insurance men, irrespective of what 
interests or affilliations they may have, and I want to put in 
. nomination a man whom I believe is endeared to each and every 
one of us ; a man that has friends in every State of this western 
country as well as in the East. You know when our sainted 
McKinley died, Teddy came into the office, we did not believe 
that Teddy had the office by the vote of the people. By the act 
of Providence, the former president of this association passed 
away; the vice-president, under the by-laws assumed the office 
of president, and I think it is only just and fair and right that 
Mr. Meeker be elected to the office of president by the members 
of this association, and I therefore take great pleasure in placing 
in nomination Mr. C. G. Meeker for president. (Applause.) 

The President- 
Gentlemen, this is indeed a great temptation, and it is very 
flattering to know that some of my friends have approved of 
what I have done enough to place me in nomination for this 
great honor. The secretary informs me that we have 8oi mem- 
bers. I doubt very much if any of us will ever live to be 8oi 
years old. We cannot all be president. I have been in the office 
through a misfortune. I have thought this matter over night 
and day for a week and I feel that I know I have a great many 
friends here who would vote for me for president. I know that 
because they have told me, and they never lied to me in their 
lives. I don't think an insurance man would lie. (Laughter). 
But I want to say to you that I have had the floor. I know 
what it is and I am perfectly satisfied to have somebody else 
assume the responsibility of presenting a program next year. 
While I do not wish to throw any bc^uets at myself, I hope 
and I know it will be done as conscientiously as I have tried to 
do it this year. Gentlemen, I appreciate your kindness. I appre^ 
ciate your kind letters, your letters of sympathy and your letters 
of compliment, but I am going to say to you now that I have 
decided in the last thirty minutes that I am not a candidate for 
president of this association, and I hope you will all thoroughly 
understand my position. 

Mr. H. C. Eddy, Chicago, 111.— 

Mr. President : As a long friend of the gentleman whom we 
did elect president a year ago and having had the pleasure of 
talking with him somewhat regarding the preparation of the 
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program this year and having also had the honor and the plea- 
sure of calling on the vice-president when he was suddenly 
thrown into the position by this sad emergency, I want to say in 
as few words as I can that I know that Mr. King was preparing 
to deliver to you gentlemen, a program that would not have 
been excelled by any previous program of our association. I 
talked along the line of thought that was in Mr. King's mind 
with our president, Mr. Meeker. I do not know whether my 
remarks had any influence on his mind or not, but I do know 
this gentlemen, it is my opinion that Mr. Vice-President Meeker 
when he took the oath of office to perform all of the services 
devolving on him as vice-president in the absence of the presi- 
dent, kept his word, and he has given to us one of the best 
meetings we have ever had. (Applause). As Mr. Meeker has 
not occupied this position, and came forward as a new candidate, 
knowing him as I do now, he could have my vote and a good 
many others that I know; but I contend with all sincerity that 
Mr. Meeker has been our president during the term of office of 
president of the Underwriters' Association of the Northwest and 
has performed his duty well, and so well that I am going to 
move that a rising vote of thanks be extended to our president 
for the program he has given us at this meeting. Gentlemen, 
those who are in favor of that please rise. 

A rising vote of thanks was then extended to the president. 

Mr. Eddy- 
Mr. Chairman, you have the unanimous vote of thanks of 

this association for the very entertaining program that you have 

provided. (Applause) . 

Mr. J. H. Gray— 

Mrl President, this is as Mr. Eddy has stated a peculiar 
position of affairs, and I want to simply emphasize what Mr. 
Eddy has already stated and what you have already voted and as 
one that made the nomination of Mr. Meeker for the office of 
vice-president of the association, I knew that he would deliver 
the goods and I believe he has. (Applause). A number of his 
confreres in the field, as Mr. Meeker has said, have written 
letters of confidence and sympathy to him. Now, he proves 
himself again, and within the last thirty minutes that he is the 
man of the hour. He has satisfied himself and he has satisfied 
us, and for that reason, I for one, wish to extend my heartfelt 
congratulations and good wishes to our friend and brother, Mr. 
Meeker, having vouchsafed a year ago at this time, that he 
would do as he has done. 



232 Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting 

!Mr. J. F. Joseph, Chicago, 111. — 

As a member of the old Board of Directors, I want to say it 
is not incumbent on the Board of Directors to elect a president 
simply because he holds the title of vice-president, or other 
words to push it along because we might think it is necessary. 
The Board of Directors had the privilege of electing anybody 
from the Board to fill the vacancy, and we elected Mr. Meeker 
because in doing that we thought that we would be carrying out 
and reflecting the wishes of the association, and not as a milk- 
sop to him. He was given the office because we felt he was the 
man to be the president of the association and we knew that you 
would have a man to preside over this association and not simply 
to be the tail of the kite. 

The President — 

I don't know as I need to say any more. T can't say any 
more that is all. I do not need to and do not want to. I am 
satisfied. (Applause.) 

Mr. L. J. Bonar — 

I suppose many of you gentlemen here have been interested 
in that story written by Cooper, the Last of the Mohicans, 
and before I get through with you to-day I probably will refer 
to the hero of that story again and tell you who he was. About 
thirty years ago in my round of duty I visited a historic town 
situated on the historic Maumee. The agency was conducted by 
the father who got the money, and by the son who did the work. 
I said to the father during one of my visits, *T have two propo- 
sitions to make to you and one of them is this, that you take 
that boy into partnership with you, and the second one is if 
you don't I will start him in business to-morrow on his own 
account with an agency of the Insurance Company of North 
America." I called on him the next day after giving him time 
to think the matter over and he said he had decided to take the 
boy into partnership with him. That boy started on the ground 
floor. He has been climbing the ladder silently and unobtru- 
sively, gentleman, until to-day, he is the State Agent of 
one of the largest and strongest companies in this country. 
What I did for him that day was a good thing for him. It was 
a good thing for the community in which he lived. It was a ^ 
good thing for the insurance interests of the State of Ohio, and I 
am going to nominate him to-day for the office of president of 
this Underwriters' Association of the Northwest and if he is 
elected the good that I did for him that day will extend from 
the Alleghenies to the Rockies, and possibly farther. I want you 
gentlemen to-day to set the seal of your approbation if you can 
on what I did for that young man that day. 
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About thirty years ago there was a little body of insurance 
men gathered at Dayton, Ohio, and formed an association of 
t^hich I was a member. I was present and took some part in the 
proceedings. Out of that meeting has grown this great and 
influential association known as the Fire Underwriters' Associa- 
tion of the Northwest, and as I stand here on the floor to-day 
you look gentlemen, at the Last of the Mohicans. (Applause). 
I am the only one living that was present at that meeting, and I 
am not very old either, Mr. Chairman. 

Gentlemen, I have been a member of this association for 
thirty-five years ; I have always paid my dues but not very prompt- 
ly. I have kept my membership good. I have never asked this 
association for a favor of any kind for myself. I have never 
asked this association for even a copy of the proceedings 
after paying my little five dollars, for thirty-five years, 
and I thought I had the right to make the request. I am here, 
gentlemen, to-day, to speak for a man who has been my life long 
friend. He comes here not only with my indorsement, but with 
the indorsement of the insurance men of Ohio. If our indorse- 
ment is not strong enough I will get the indorsement of five 
thousand local agents, more or less, to back ours. You elect 
him to-day gentlemen, president of this association, and you 
will confer upon him an honor. You will confer upon this 
association an honor. I will guarantee that he will discharge 
his duties faithfully and efficiently. He has been tried in the fire 
and found, gentlemen, as true as steel, and it is a very great 
pleasure for me to-day to nominate Mr. Claude T. Deatrick, of 
Columbus, Ohio, State Agent of the Home Insurance Company 
of New York. (Applause.) Gentlemen, I have named him and 
I leave it with you to elect him. 

Mr. Walter S. Nevins, Kansas City, Mo. — 

I am advised that in the history of this association you have 
never heretofore, gone west of the Mississippi River for your 
president but once. Believing that the members of this associa- 
tion stand for the principles of justice, equity and fraternalism 
and for that great principle of a square deal advocated by our 
good friends, I am going to present to you to-day a man from 
Kansas and ask that you honor him and us by making him your 
next president. This man has been a member of this association 
for eighteen years and never before has sought your suffrage. 
He is a man of ability and experience, and if you could honor 
him by electing him to the highest gift within your power, you 
will find that he will make an exceptional executor, one who will 
devote all of his energies to the success and the furthering of 
the interests of this association. He will reflect honor upon 



234 Thirty-Eighth Annual Meeting 

your selection of him as your president. We of the Southwest 
have tried him in every position of honor within our gift and 
have never found him wanting in ability or care for the irf 
terests intrusted to him, so with the knowledge that I have pre- 
sented to you of the best material in our section, we ask you to 
honor him by electing him as your next president, Mr. M. W. 
Van Valkenburg, of Topeka, Kansas. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. P. Hubbell— 

I rise to second the nomination of Mr. Van Valkenburg. I 
have known this gentleman for about fifteen years. I was a 
member of several insurance organizations in Kansas, and 
Nebraska, and Missouri, until I became disqualified by being 
forced to leave the country. The difference was the people knew 
Mr. Van Valkenburg or had more confidence in him, I don't know 
which, but he was on many occasions elected to preside over 
the destinies of those organizations. He was thoroughly equipped 
and he has been tried. We do not believe you have had a candi- 
date who has been more thoroughly prepared to preside over the 
deliberations of an insurance body. The gentleman represents 
the sunshine and Sunflower State. His jurisdiction extends to 
the new State of Oklahoma. His acquaintance is broad, not 
only with men but with conditions and I take it that one of the 
strongest points of this organization is that we do not have to 
go to any particular section to find men of ability, but I know 
of no section where we could go to find a man who reflects 
greater credit than that fair State of Kansas. (Applause.) Mr. 
Van Valkenburg ought to be our president. He represents a 
great big company and a little bit of a company. It seems to 
me he ought to satisfy anybody so far as the company is con- 
cerned, and I know that those of you, and there are many who 
know him, can put the seal of your approbation on him for 
personal ability, integrity and thorough equipment for this work. 
I sincerely hope, gentlemen, he may preside over the next meet- 
ing of the association. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. F. McSween, Omaha — 

In behalf of the insurance companies in the State of Ne- 
braska, especially, and I was about to say in the four States in 
which I travel, it gives me pleasure to indorse the candidacy of 
Mr. M. W. Van Valkenburg. I also have known him a great 
many years, and I have never found him wanting in any way. 
He has always maintained himself in an upright, square, and 
able manner. 

I consider, Mr. President, that there is good material in 
Ohio. That State has become a rival of Virginia for presidential 
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material. That does not admit of the fact, however, that there 
is not good material elsewhere. I know that in the State of 
Kansas there are a great many field men who do not belong to 
this association and I believe that a recognition of that section 
and the election of Mr. Van Valkenburg would find recruits for 
the membership of this association and bring into it a good deal 
of ability, experience and good sound management. I take 
pleasure in indorsing the candidacy of Mr. Van Valkenburg on 
behalf of the State of Nebraska. 

Mr. C. C. Martin- 
It seems that Mr. Van Valkenburg has enough chances here. 
There is just one thing I want to say in his behalf. Like these 
other gentlemen I have worked alongside Mr. Van Valkenburg 
in that fair valley beyond the Mississippi for a great many years, 
and we are going to bring to you next year a new State and one 
of the greatest in the United States, the State of Oklahoma. 
There is in that country a great deal of new material that has not 
come into this association. Mr. Van Valkenburg's jurisdiction 
extends over that territory, and his election here will prove I 
am sure, an additional strength to this association. Another 
thing, we have never yet once, so far as I know, been honored 
with the presidency of the association west of the Mississippi, 
all honor for the State of Ohio, and God bless Indiana that I was 
bom in, but they have all been honored at these meetings, but 
Kansas has never been represented, and I do not believe we are 
asking anything unfair for you to give us this office this time. 
I therefore, hope and trust Mr. Van Valkenburg will receive 
your ballot. 

Mr. I. S. Blackwelder, Chicago, 111. — . 

I take pleasure in seconding the nomination of Mr. Claude 
D. Deatrick. Without disparagement to any gentleman who has 
been named for the position, and we have many gentlemen on 
the floor who could fully discharge the duties of president, I 
feel that Mr. Deatrick would make a very satisfactory president. 
In a very humble way I occupied the office myself twenty-nine 
years ago. I think I am the oldest living ex-president of this 
ix)dy. 

Claude T. Deatrick comes of insurance stock. He has made 
steady advancement frohi boyhood to manhood, through field 
work to the management of the department and stands before 
you to*day as one of the best examples of the earnest active 
workers in the field, and in a broad literary way, has shown 
himself capable of filling this position in a most admirable 
manner. His venerable father is here to-day. He has been a 
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local agent and a field worker and still in harness. I believe 
he is the representative of two or three companies, one of them 
for more than fifty years and several of them for about fifty 
years. The office is still open and doing business and the name 
of Deatrick in Ohio is a household word. The family is well 
known as underwriters in a large portion of this district. If you 
will favor him with your suffrages, I think he will discharge the 
duties of his position with ability and faithfulness. I trust he 
may have your votes and that he will be elected. (Applause.) 

Mr. Joseph — 

Just a word, if you please. I have known Mr. Deatrick for 
a number of years and you can appreciate the stuff he is made 
of by noticing the slight deterioration through heat as a result 
of the contest. He is a man that will stand any shock and stand 
it well. I don't think that his friends are urging the fact that 
he is from Ohio as a special mark of distinguishment. There 
should be no geographical confines in this Association. Anybody 
who is of a character sufficient to be a member should be of 
sufficient caliber to occupy the highest office in the association. 
I think Deat would have been as good a man as he is to-day if 
he had been born and bred in Chicago. I don't think it makes 
any difference to this association where a man^s habitation is we 
are all good fellows. We all like whiskey and whether the 
gentlemen in white apron is left handed or right handed does 
not count because it is what you get. (Laughter.) I know you 
will make no mistake in electing Mr, Deatrick because he is a 
good fellow and a worker and an intelligent man. He is a man 
who does things and does them well and I take great pleasure 
in seconding his nomination. 

Mr. Mennon — 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Fire Underwriters' 
OF THE Northwest and Ladies : It is not often that a man in 
our profession, or rather our business, I might say, finds himself 
confronted with the task so perfectly congenial to him as to per- 
meate every fibre of his being and to bring to the surface any 
latent talents which he may possess in such a way as may 
enable him to present them to his hearers in a way that will at 
least enlist their sympathy, but I am glad to say that on this 
occasion I have been intrusted with such a task. If you will 
grant me a few moments of your time I will endeaver to outline 
the situation as I view it. Gentlemen, the presidency of the Fire 
Underwriters' Association of the Northwest is at stake. If 
there be among you a man who would not like to have that 
proud title such a man is I believe entirely bereft of that ambi- 
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tion which nir^kes for a strong man. During the long and 
honorable existence of your association it has numbered among 
your members some of whom are now living and some of whom 
have unhappily departed, but the names of men which would 
form certainly a rafter of pride and whose names if collected 
would present to public view a very attractive personnel of men. 
This occasion is no whit less momentous than in times past. 
Therefore, gentlemen, it behooves us to place at this time in the 
office of president of this association a man whom we believe to 
be best fitted for that position. There has been placed in nomi- 
nation, Mr. Presidient, the names of men whom if elected to this 
office would undoubtedly fulfill your highest expectations. 
However, in all large gatherings I am sure that a business man 
is needed, and I believe that the name I am about to present to 
you i^, taking everything into consideration the best name that 
has yet been presented to you. This gentleman was born in the 
grand old commonwealth of Ohio, aptly termed the mother of 
presidents, removing to Indianapolis, Indiana when only a boy, 
to take a position as clerk or errand boy with a local office, 
gradually working his way up until in 1886 he became local 
agent. Then in 1890 he assisted in establishing an agency of the 
North British & Mercantile Insurance Co. In i^i, he was 
appointed special agent for the Glens Falls Insurance Company 
of New York, which position he held for thirteen years, resign- 
ing the same in 1904 to accept the position of supervising agent, 
western agent of the Newark Fire Insurance Company, which 
position he now holds, with headquarters in Chicago, having 
under his jurisdiction the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mis- 
souri, Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota and Iowa. This gentle- 
man whom I am about to name has for fifteen years been a 
member of your organization. In all that time he has not once 
missed a meeting of your association. He is a gifted speaker 
and a brilliant parliamentarian. It is well known to all of us 
that this is a special agent's year and not a manager's year. This 
gentleman of whom I speak receives no daily reports or remit- 
tances and he is a field man, travels through the States I have 
named and attends to a multitude of details that the ordinary 
special agents accomplish. I pray you that you will not allow 
this title of general agent to prejudice your vote which in all 
candor and honesty I now do speak in behalf of that man of 
intellect and sterling integrity, Mr. Carroll L. DeWitt. 

Mr. M. H. N. Raymond — 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen and Ladies: We have 
heard where men have been born and what they have been doing. 
I have a very few words to say because everybody on this floor 
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knows that I am a man of very few words. I have heard it 
said that Mr. Deatrick and Mr. Van Valkenburg are very good 
men. The president stated to us that there are 8oi members of 
this association. The gentleman who spoke a few minutes ago 
said that everybody would be glad to be president of the asso- 
ciation. Well, I do not want to be president. We have had 
administrations here that are simply beyond comprehension. 
The best men that are in the business have administered to our 
wants both up here and down below. (Laughter.) I stand 
here to-day, Mr. President, to advocate the candidacy for 
president of this association of a man who don't cut much ice, 
but let me tell you if Carroll DeWitt is ever elected president 
of the Fire Underwriters' Association of the Northwest you will 
have no reason to be ashamed of him or his administration. I 
ask you gentlemen, with all due respect to the gentlemen who 
have been nominated, to cast your votes for the young man who 
has hustled and rustled and made good. I would like to have 
every man, in this room vote for Mr. Carroll DeWitt for 
president of the association for 1908. 

Mr. Hawxhurst — 

Mr. DeWitt's name has been presented to the association as 
a young man, and as a young man I wish to second his nomina- 
tion. He travels in a number of States. Up in Wisconsin we 
love him. We know his good qualities. I think a great many 
of the men of this association feel as I do, that he is a member 
of our own fraternity, and our own State. He seems more like 
a Wisconsin man than a great many of the others who travel in 
that State, and I doubt not that he has impressed other members 
from other States in the same way. In a recent article some 
one has called him the "Blue Goose Orator." I believe he is 
the "Blue Goose Orator," and I believe he is an orator and 
worker for every good cause that he thinks will advance the 
interests of his fellow associates in the fire insurance business. 
He is a man of dignity, one who if he should stand in the rost- 
rum would do honor to the meeting of this association next year. 
By his great energy .and ability I have no doubt he will present 
to you a program which you would all concede to be the best 
ever heard before this association. I wish to again second the 
nomination of Mr. Carroll DeWitt. (Applause.) 

Mr. P. D. McGregor— 

I wish this association could have three presidents in one 
year. Very able men have been placed in nomination. Those 
of us who have filled the Chair know something of the trials 
that attend that office. We also know something of the qualifi- 
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cations of the men that should be elected to that position. I 
agree with Mr. Joseph that there should be no sectional line 
and thai a man should not be elected because he comes from 
Kansas or Ohio or any other State, because this is an institution 
co\ering the entire West. I wish to say that the man whose 
nomination I wish to second comes from no State, but practically 
every State that is covered by this association. He has warm 
and endearing friends in all those States. He travelled in 
Indiana for many years but he has branched out and now has 
seven or eight States. I do not need to add anything to what 
has already been said regarding his qualifications. You all 
know that he would make a most excellent presiding officer. 
You all know that if there is such a thing as deserving the posi- 
tion he does deserve it. Somebody has placed in nomination 
Mr. Deatrick of Ohio, a very able man, and spoke of conferring 
a favor, I am going to ask the association to confer a favor on 
itself by electing Mr. Carroll DeWitt. 

Mr. DeRoode — 

I just rise to support the candidacy of Mr. DeWitt. I just 
happened to wonder whether we should not perhaps be guided 
somewhat by the color scheme, especially when we see so many 
ladies present. We have heard so much about the blue goose. 
Mr. DeWitt's name means "White;" my name means "Red.'' 
So you have the red, white and blue. (Applause). 

Mr. H. H. Friedley— 

Some years ago a young boy came to Indianapolis and went 
into the insurance business. He had ambition and spoke to a 
friend in regard to advancement in the business. He was sup- 
porting a widowed mother whom he had been taking care of 
ever since he was a little boy. That friend to whom he spoke 
suggested to him that he make application with the North Brit- 
ish resident secretary for position of clerk in his office. He 
immediately applied. In less than ten minutes the resident 
secretary of the North British called upon this friend to make 
inquiry concerning the qualifications of this boy. The friend 
vouched for him. He secured the position, and in less than 
half an hour the boy returned to thank this friend. That boy 
was Carroll DeWitt and the friend that recommended him is 
standing before you. And I therefore take great pleasure in 
seconding the nomination. (Applause). 

On motion, duly seconded, the nominations were declared 
closed. 
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The president appointed as tellers the following gentlemen: 
D. W. Andrews, John Stafford, W. E. Golden, W. E. ^twater, 
Edward Bliven. 

The following gentlemen were appointed by the president to 
act as judges of the election: Mr. S. E. Gate, Mr. A. J. Dillon, 
and Mr. Thomas H. Smith. 

Mr. Blackwelder — 

There is sorrow in all of our hearts today because of the 
great affliction that has come to one of our number. A gentle- 
man whom we all honor is now lying very ill, Mr. "W. W. Dudley, 
and I wish to offer for the adoption of this body a resolution 
that a committee be appointed to tender to his family our very 
tender sympathy in their great grief. 

Mr. Blackwelder's motion was seconded and carried. 

The President — 

I will appoint Mr. Blackwelder, Mr. Eddy and Mr. Mc- 
Gregor, to act as the committee to draw up the resolution. 

The balloting was then proceeded with, the first ballot 
showing Mr. DeWitt to be in the lead. 

Mr. Van Valkenburg — 

Gentlemen of the Association: As a candidate for the 
president of this Association, to have it said of me "He also ran" 
by this bright galaxy of stars in the underwriting firmanent in 
its efforts to elect a president is honor enough. I therefore 
withdraw from this contest and hope that the best man will Win. 
(Applause). 

It was necessary to fJtke three ballots in order to insure the 
election of Mr. DeWitt, which was then announced. 

Mr. Deatrick — 

I want to say that the Association has elected a most excellent 
man to preside for the ensuing year. No better man could 
be got and Mr. President I desire to make the motion that 
the vote of this Association be cast unanimously, through the 
Secretary, for Mr. DeWitt, for president, for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Charles F. Wilson, Denver, Colo. — 

Prefacing my remarks by the statement that I have been a 
member of this Association for nearly thirty years and have 
had the honor to serve as a Director, I wish to state that it was 
my honor to be President of a local agency during the past 
year, before whom Mr. DeWitt read a paper which was a credit 
to our profession, and representing as I do the retiring presi- 
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dent of the local agents, I want to congratulate this Association 
upon its election today, and to say that the local agents of this 
country appreciate in the election of Mr. DeWitt, that you have 
elected a man, who as a member of your Association is in close 
touch with our Association and with the local agency of this 
country. I take great pleasure therefore, in seconding the 
nomination to make Mr. DeWitt's election unanimous. 
The motion was carried. 

The President — 

Gentlemen, I wish to announce to you the election of Mr. 
Carroll DeWitt, as your next president and to introduce him to 
you. 

Mr. DeWitt: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Association: I 
have been a member of this Association for fifteen years. As was 
stated by one of the gentlemen who made the nomination, I 
have not failed to be present at every meeting during that time. 
I have been present at all of the sessions of these meetings and 
I have most certainly been present at this last and closing ses- 
sion where the president of the Association was elected. On 
each occasion, the gentleman who was elected was asked to come 
upon the platform and their remarks were very much along the 
same line. Each and every man said to you in a way which 
you could not mistake its meaning, because its ring was true, 
that he thanked you for this high honor. Those of us who 
have sat down in front in years gone by, and those who will sit 
around in front as the years go on, may think as I have thought 
involuntarily many a time that those remarks were merely of a 
perfunctory nature and were not from the heart. But no man, 
gentlemen, who has been honored as I have today by being 
elected President of this Association which is the largest and 
best Association of its kind in the world, can do other than 
speak from his heart when he said he thanked you and thanked 
you truly and honestly for the votes that you have cast in 
electing him, and I most assuredly and most warmly thank you 
for the favor that you have shown me and the high honor you 
have conferred upon me. 

There have been a great many complimentary things said 
about me today. If I can only live up to them gentlemen, as 
I assure you I shall try to do that is all I shall ask. I thank 
you all for your confidence in me. I feel satisfied that I have 
friends among the membership and many, many friends. 

Those of you who felt that you should favor others with 
your votes, I have but the kindest thoughts for you and I thank 
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you all. I also feel that I should thank the ladies of the State 
Board of Illinois, who while they had no vote, at the same time 
they have been encouraging in their presence to me, and I am 
sure have been with me. 

It will be my earnest endeavor to make the next meeting 
of this Association a credit to it and I shall most certainly try 
in every way to work for that end. 

I again thank you, gentlemen, and I thank you deeply. 
(Applause). 

The president then stated that nominations would be in 
order for the office of Vice-President. 

Mr. Loudon — 

I wish to place in nomination for the office of Vice Presi- 
dent of this Association, a man whose name, I believe, is known 
to every individual in the room. His personality is strong. 
He is a man of intense emotion. Gentlemen, you all know Mr. 
W. O. Chamberlin, popularly known as ''Bill." (Applause). 
No better man could be found for the place than Mr. Chamberlin. 
And I move you, Mr. President, that the nomination be 
made unanimous, and that the Secretary of the Association be 
instructed to cast the ballot of the Association for his election. 

Mr. Marshall — 

I take great pleasure in indorsing all Mr. Louden has said 
on behalf of Mr. Chamberlin, and on behalf of Mr. Chamber- 
lin's friends whose name is Legion, I second the motion that 
the secretary be instructed to cast the ballot of the Association 
for Mr. Chamberlin. 

The motion was carried, and Mr. Chamberlin was declared 
eletted Vice-President of the Association. 

Mr. W. O. Chamberlain — 

I suppose most of you people expected me to be prepared 
for all this. If you did, I am sorry to say you will necessarily 
be disappointed. In view of the fact that Mr. Carroll DeWitt 
has given you an able address, I am going to refrain from mak- 
ing any speech which probably a few of my friends thought I was 
prepared for. However, I wish to thank you for this unexpected 
and great honor which you have conferred upon me, 
and I sincerely say to you that it is a great honor to me to think 
that my friends have shown me so much consideration. 

I don't know that I am prepared at this particular moment 
to say anything to our friends who have been asking for a 
speech, but Fll tell you a story I heard the other day about a 
friend of mine — an inspector — who accosted a gentleman of 
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Hebrew extraction who was crossing from Wisconsin to Grand 
Avenue in Milwaukee. My friend said: "Good morning, 
Levy." '"Good morning mein frient." "You're pretty smooth 
this morning, aren't you Levy?" Levy says: "Vy how you 
talk!" The inspector said: "Well, we're on to you all right; 
you think you are pretty smooth." "Vy do you say that?" 
says Levy. "Why don't you suppose we know where you are 
going and what you are going to do?" asked my friend. The 
Hebrew said : "Vy, how you talk !" "Well," said the inspector : 
''We're on to you and know just where you are going, and I'll 
bet you $io to $i we can tell you just what you are going to 
do." The Hebrew replied : "You vill bet me $io to $i that 
you can tell me where I am going and what I am going to do." 
"Why of course I will," said the Inspector. "All right, I'll just 
take a dollar's worth of that right now," said Levy ; "put up the 
money." When the money was up Levy said: "Now, Mr. 
Smarty, where am I going and what am I going to do?" 
"Well," said my friend, you are going ov^r to the tax sale and 
buy all the goods you can get there and pay for. Then you will 
move them into a frame building on North Avenue and in a few 
months you'll have a fire sale. Am I not right?" "No, you 
are not right," said Levy, "but the suggestion is a good one; 
you keep the money." (Laughter). 

Gentlemen, I thank you for your kindness in electing me to 
the position of Vice-President. (Applause). 

The President — 

The next order of business is the election of a Secretary. 

Mr. J. P. Hubble— 

This Association has been very fortunate in the member who 
has filled the position of -Secretary. I thought there was a 
deep seated plot to make a change arid .confess I was consider- 
ably exercised. There was a man come down from Michigan 
with the loudest vest I ever saw and I thought he had come here 
in order to get the position of Secretary. LTpon closer inves- 
tigation I found it was nothing but lithographs while our friend 
who ornaments the platform has a real hand painted vest. If 
you will gaze on that I think you will agree with me that he 
cannot be imitated. We may have counterfeits, but as long as 
we can get the real article, I am for Nels Briggs, for Secretary. 
(Applause). 

I move that the President be instructed to cast the unan- 
imous ballot of this Association for Mr. N. E. Briggs as Secre- 
tary for the ensuing year. The motion was seconded and 
carried. 
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Mr. Briggs — 

Mr. Pjesident, Ladies and Gentlemen : All my life has been 
devoted to putting on style and wearing flashy clothes, but 
when I heard about the man coming down from Michigan, it 
worried me considerably and I made up my mind that I would 
not be outdone, so if he can beat this he is certainly going some. 

Mr. Briggs then drew aside the folds of his coat and exhibited 
a fancy vest which was the cause of a grfeat deal of amusement, 
and laughter. 

The President — 

The next order of business will be the election of a new 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Wood — 

The purpose of a nominating speech is to extol the virtues 
of the candidate. Every member of this Association knows the 
man concerning whom I will pronounce my encomiums of praise 
so well that after I have done my best the thought of each would 
be far beyond anything to which I could aspire. I will make a 
whole speech by mentioning one name — W. R. Townley. 
(Applause). 

I move that the rules be suspended and that the Secretary 
cast the ballot for the Association for W. R. Townley, as Treas- 
urer. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Townley — 

Mr. President and Ladies and Gentlemen : I thank you 
for this high honor you have conferred upon me and I only wish 
the election had occurred earlier so it would have been more 
enthusiastic. It occurred to me it is a good thing to have a 
little Irish mixed in with this. The Dutch seem to have been 
the whole thing today, with the Van Valkenburgs, the Deat- 
ricks, the DeWitts, and Briggsheimers, and I think it is wise 
that we should have one officer who is an Irishman. I thank 
you for the honor you have conferred on me and I will endeavor 
to collect ten dollars from each one of you next year. (Ap- 
plause). 

On motion the thanks of the Association was extended to 
the management of the hotel for their courtesy. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING. 

Thursday, October lo, 1907. 

Present— Carroll L. DeWitt, N. E. Briggs, W. R. Townley, 
C. G. Meeker, R. M. Bennett, Neal Bassett, Jas. G. S. Best, E. 
M. Hitchcock, Neal Rowland, E. F. Powrie, R. B. Waldron, 
Chas. A. Kelly. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Mr. 
Carroll L. DeWitt. 

The President — 

The first order of business is to approve the action of the 
Association regarding the election of officers. The chair will 
entertain a motion, gentlemen. 

Mr. Meeker — 

I move that the Secretary be instructed to cast the ballot of 
the Association for the elertion of Mr. Carroll L. DeWitt as 
President of the Fire Underwriters' Association for the coming 
year. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Mr. Townley — 

I move that the election of Mr. W. O. Chamberlin as 
Vice-President be approved by the Directors. 
Motion carried. 

Mr. Best— 

I move that the President be instructed to cast the ballot of 
the Association for the election of Mr. N. E. Briggs as Secretary 
of the Association for the ensuing year. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Briggs — 

I move that the Board of Directors approve the election of 
Mr. W. R. Townley as Treasurer for the coming year. 
Motion duly seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the election of a Finance 
Committee which is usually composed of three members, resi- 
dents of Chicago. I would suggest as that committee the 
names of Mr. C. G. Meeker, Mr. R. M. Bennett and Mr. Jas. 
G. S. Best. 
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Mr. Meeker — 

I move that the Secretary be instructed to cast the ballot of 
the Board of Directors for the appointment of Mr. Meeker, Mr. 
Bennett and Mr. Best, as the Finance Committee. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The Chair will follow the usual custom and name the Library 
Committee later. 

Mr. Rowland — 

I move that the Secretary be instructed to have a thousand 
copies of the proceedings of the meeting of 1907 printed, to be 
distributed to the members according to the usual practice. 

Carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the appointment of one of the 
Board of Directors to sign checks in the absence of the President, 
pay Mr. Clarence G. Meeker $200.00 to reimburse him for 

Mr. Townley — 

I would suggest that IVIr. R. M. Bennett be authorized to 
sign checks in the absence of the President. 

The President — 

The Chair would entertain a motion to that effect. 

Motion made, seconded and carried. 

Mr. Bassett — 

I would move that the bond of the Treasurer be renewed for 
the same amount it has been, $7,000.00, I believe, same as last 
year. 

Motion carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the fixing of the salaries of the 
Secretary and Treasurer. What is your pleasure? The salaries 
have heretofore been $350.00 each. 

Mr. Jas. G. S. Best— 

I move that the salary of the Secretary be fixed at $500.00 
for the ensuing year. 

Motion seconded and carried. 
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Mr. Meeker — 

I move that the salary of the Treasurer be fixed at $400.00 
for the ensuing year. 

Motion duly seconded and carried. 

Mr. Briggs — 

We have some invited guests here and I would move that 
the President and Treasurer be authorized to pay the expenses 
of the invited guests who delivered addresses here during this 
meeting. 

Motion carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is to authorize the President and 
Treasurer to pay the expenses of the retiring President, and I 
will entertain a motion to that effect. 

Mr. Best— 

I move that the President and Treasurer be authorized to 
pay Mr. Clarence G. Meeker $200.00 to reimburse him for ex- 
penses incurred as President of the Association. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Mr. Meeker — 

I move that a copy of Mr. OdelFs resolution regarding the 
Library be handed to each member of the Board of Directors 
for consideration and be acted upon at the next meeting. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Mr. Best— 

I move that the Treasurer be authorized to pay the bill of 
$30.00 expense incurred in re-arranging the books in the library. 
Motion seconded and carried. 

Mr. Best— 

I would like to make a motion that Mr. Townley be re-im- 
bursed for the payment of a badge for Mr. Gill, Sergeant-at- 
Arms during the meeting. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

The President appointed the following as members of the 
Library Committee. 

John Marshall, Jr., Chairman, R. S. Odell, W. H. Townley, 
F. C. Hazelton, Charles E. Mann. 

Whereupon the meeting adjourned subject to the call of the 
President. 
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Abbey W. F.. 


Decorah, Iowa, 


Stote Agent, { 
State Agent, 


North Western F. & M. Ins. Co. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Abbott W. 8., 


Detroit. Mich^ 24 Hancock Av 


North British db MwsantUe Ins. Co. 


AbeU C. Lee. 


Buflfalo. N. Y., 


Secretary, 


Union Fire Ins. Co.. Buffalo, N. Y. 


Adams John H., 


St Louis, Mo., 


Secretary, 


American Central Ins. Go. 


Affeld Chas. E.. 


Des Moines."lowa, 

Topeka, Kan., Columbia Bldg., 


General Agent, 


Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Go. 


Ainley a H., 


President, 


Des Moines Ins. Co. 


Air Robt. D., 


Special Agent, 


Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Albright W. G., 


Chicago. lU.. 


State Agent, 


Connecticut Fire Ins. Co. 


Alkbach E. W.. 


Des Moines. Iowa, 


Special Agent, | 


Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 


Althouae W. L., 


Grand Rapids, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Western Factory Association. 




Des Moines. Iowa. 






Alien Carl A.. 


Chicago, m.. 


Inspector. 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Amonson Louis, 


Philadelphia, 


President, 


National Amer. Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 


Anderson Chas. H. 


Hannibal, Mo., 


Special Agent, 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Anderson Lew W., 


Cedar Rapids. la. 




Springfield F. A M. Ins. Go. 


Andrews C. L., 


Detroit, Mich., 


Detroit F. k M. Ins. Co. 


Andrews D. W.. 


Lansing, Mich., 


Supt. of Agencies 


Michigan Commercial Insurance Co. 


Andrews Fred W., 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Agent. 


Detroit Fire and Marine Ins. Co. 


Andrus S. D., 


Chicago, 111., Manhattan Bldg. 
Denver, Col., 1529 Lawrence St. 


Ass't Manager, 


Providence- Washington Ins. Co. 


Appelman L. P., 


State Agent. 


Delaware and Reliance Ins. Co. 


Arens Geo. A., 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Ins. Co. of North America. 


Armstrong G. A., 


Detroit. Mich.. 


State Agent A Adjuster, 


iEtna Ins. Co. of Hartford. 


Armstrong T. T., 


Cincinnati. Ohio, Ist National 
Bank Building 


Manager 


Pacific Mutual Life Ins. Co. 


Arnold F. W., Jr., 


Chicago, 111., 184 La Salle St., 


Ass't Secretary, 


Equitable F. A M. Ins. Co., Providence. 


Atwater t^alter E.. 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


Special Agent, | 


Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Palatine Ins. Co.. Ltd. 


Atwood H. F., 


Rochester, N. Y., 


Secretary, 


Rochester German Ins. Co. 


AuerbachJB., 
Babcock R. S., 


Chicago, 111., 


Ass't Manager. 


Hunter R. J. 0. 4 Ca 


Denver, Colo., 


Inspector, 


Rocky Mountain Fire Underw. Ass'n. 


BaUey Geo. A., 


Topeka, Kan., 


Secretary, 


Freeholders Ins. Co., Topeka, Kan. 
Phenix Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


BaUey J. W., 


Denver, Colo., 


Special Agent, 


Bailey 0. M. 


Cincinnati, 0., 


Special Agent, 


Ins. Co. of the County of PhOa 


Baker Roy T., 


Fargo, N. D., 


Special Agent, 


Queen Insurance Co., New York. 


Baker Thos. Jr.. 


Rirg^, N. D. 


Special Agent, 


Queen Insurance Go. 
Northwestern F. & M. Ins. Co. 


Baldwin C. H., 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Special Agent, 


Baldwin Dean A., 


Marion, Ind., 


Adjuster. 




BaU Geo. H.. 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Detroit F. A M. Ins. Co. 


Bament W. N.. 


New York City, 


General Adjuster, 


Home Ins. Co., N.Y. 


Barber Chas. R., 


Chicago. 111., 


Special Agent, 


Guardian and Southern. 


Barclay Melvin E. 


Chicago. 111., 
aeveland, 0., 
Oshkosh, Wis., 


Special Agent, Cook Co., 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Barnard C F., 


Adjuster, 


Western Adj. & Insp'n Co. 


Barnes Fred. B., 


State Agent, 


North British & MercantUe Ins. Co. 


Barney F. H., 


Minneapoli8,Minn., 

N. Y. Life Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Fire Ins. Co. 


Bamum H., 


Binghamton, N. Y., 


Sup't of Agencies, 


Agricultural Ins. Co. 


Barnum Raynolds, 


Kansas City, 


State Agent, 


Agricultural Ins. Co..822 N . Y. Life Bldg. 


Bammn W. L., 


Columbus, 6., 
Chicago. IlL. 


Secretary, 


Millers National Ins. Co. 


Barrett D. P., 
Barry Chas. H.. 


^^Amt, 


Niagara Ins. Co. 
Pennsylvania lire Ins. Co. 


Bartels H. A.. 


Detroit,Mich.,71 Lothrop Ave., 


State Agent, 


Roch. German Ins.Co.,71 Lothrop Ave. 


Basse E. 0., 


MUwaukee, Wis., Box 314, 


Special Agent, 


American Ins. Co., Newark, N. J. 


Bassett Neal, 


Chicago, lU., 


General ^nt. 


Firemens Ins. Co., Newark. 


Batchelder G. H., 


Chicago. 111.. 


Ass't Manager, 


Delaware & Reliance Ins. Co. 


Baumann W. A., 


Winona, Minn., 


State Agent, 


Michigan Commercial Ins. Co. 


Bawden E. T., 


Davenport, la., 


Adjuster, 


Western Adjustment & Insp. Co. 
Northwestern National, Milwaukee. 


Bawden J. A., 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent 


tBeck Hon. James M. 


New York City, 44 WaU St 




. 


Becker E. A. 


Lincoln, Neb., 


State Agent, 


Cosmopolitan Ins. Co. 


Beeson A. G.. 


Omaha, Neb., 


Inspector. 




Bclden J. S.. 


Chicago. HI.. 


Manager, 


Fire Assoeiatioii. 


BeU G. H., 


Dayton, Ohio, 


State Agent, 




Benallack Wm. T., 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Agent. 


Michigan Fire A Marine Ins. Co. 


Benedict Frank M.. 


Lawrence. Kan., 


Special Agent, 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 


Benedict H. F., 


Omaha, Neb., 


State Agent, { 


British America Assurance Co. 
Western Assurance Go. 


Benedict H. 0., 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


State Agent, 


Phenix Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Bennett H., 


Cedar Rapids. Iowa. 
Chicago, 111., 153 La Salle St.. 


Inspector. 




Bennett R. M., • 


State Agent, 


New York Underwriters Agency. 


Bennett Wm. L.. 


Chicago, III. 


Special Agent, 


Hartford Fire Ins. Co. 



* Associate Member 
tHonorary Member 
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Benton W. P., 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 


State Ace&t, 


SunlnsunmeeOffiee. 


Best J. a 8.. 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent. 


GirardF.AM.I]iaLCo. 


Birch W. H., 


Winnepeg, Man., 


Sec'y and Treasurer, 


Manitoba & N. W. Und. Aas'n. 


BiabeeW.T^ 


Chieago,IlL, 


Special Agent. { 


London A Laaeashire Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Insuranee Co., Hartford. 


Biflhop Edgar W.. 
tBineU R. M.. 


Kansas City. Mo.. 
Hartford, Conn., 


Special Agent, 
Vice-President, 


Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 
Hartford Insurance Co. 


Blaekwdder I. S^ 


Chicago. IlL, 


Manager, 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 


Blauvelt Albert. 


Chicago. IlL, 


Inspector, 


Western Factory Ass'n. 


Bliven Edward, 


Chicago. 111., 159 La Salle St.. 


Gen'l Agent, 


Union Ins. Co., Philadelphia. Pa. 
American Fire Ins. Co., Phila. 
N. B. k M. Ins. Co. 


Bfivcn Waitc, 
Blodgett E E.. 


PhUadelphia, Pa., 
Chicago. IlL, 


Secretary, 
Special Agent, 


Blodgett Wm. A., 


Chicago, lU., 


2d Ass't Manager, | 


Springfield F. & M. Insurance Co.. 
Springfield. Mass. 


Bloom NelBon A^ 


Detroit. Mich.. 


Special Agent. 


Continental Ins. Co. 


BlosBom Geo. W.. 


Chicago. IlL. 


Ass't Gen. Agent. 


National Fire Ins. Co.. Hartford. 


Boiling Alfred F., 


Louisville, Ky. 


Special Agent, 


American Fire Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 


Bonar L. J.. 


Mansfield, 0.. 


State Agent, { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 
Mil. Mechanics' Ins. Co. 


Boning Herbert E 


Cincinnati, 0. 
Chicago, IlL, 
Bellefontaine. Ohio - 


State Agent, 


Bo(nti W. G», 


Ass't Gen'l Agent, 


Hartford Fire Ins. Co. 


BortL. W.. 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Insurance Co. 


Bowers F. W., 
Boyd Horace W.. 


St. Louis, Mo.. 


State Agent. 


Phcenix Ins. Co., of Hartford. 


Newcastle. Ind.. 


Special Agent, 


Royal Ins. Co. 


♦Bradley C. B., 


New York City, 92WiUiam St. 






foant J. A^ 


Minneapolis. Minn.. 


Inspector. 




Braunstein J. B., 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Phoenix Ins. Co., Hartford, Conn. 


Briggs Gcoree W. 
BriggaN. E. 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Chicago, IlL, 


State Agent, 


North British & Mereantile Ins. Co. 


Briggs R. R. 


St. Paul, Minn., 


State Agent, 


Williamsburgh City Ins. Co. 


Brooks Fred. S.. 


Detroit, Mich.. 502 Whitney 
Building 


General Adjuster. 




Brooks John W. 


Chicago. IlL 


{ 


Delaware Ins. Co. 
Reliance Ins. Co. 




Salt Lake, Utah. 


Special Agent, 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 


Brown Wm. C. 


St. Louis, Mo.. 


Special Agent, 


Pennsylvania Fire Ins. Co. 


Brown F. N., 
Brown John R., 


Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Special Agent, 


Caledonian Insurance Co. 


Rockford, 111., 


Special Agent. 


Ins. Co.. State of Illinois. 


Browne Roger E., 


Fargo, N. D., 


Special Agent, 


Liverpool 4 London A Globe Ina. Co. 


Bnek Fred. O'L. 


Denver, CoL, 


State Agent. 


Liverpool A London & Globe Ins. Co. 


Buck Randolph, 


Indianapolis. Ind.. 


Special Agent. 


Atlas Assurance Co. 


Buckman Royal A. 


Denver, Colo., 


Special Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Bullard A. F.. 


Chicago, 111., 


General Adjuster. 




Burke F. H., 


Batavia, IlL. 


Special Agent, 


Fire Association. 


Burleigh W. O. 




Adjuster. 


Western Adj'st k Inspection Co. 


Denver, CoL, P. 0. Box 1710 


Manager. 




Bush Henry W., 


Chicago, 111.. 


Manager, 




Bush J. B.. 


Kansas City, Mo. 


Special Agent. 
Vice-President, 
Sup't of Agencies, 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 


BusweU F. C, 
Cadman P. W.. 


New York, 


Home Ins. Co. 


Chicago, III., 


Royal Ins. Co. 


Caldwell Charles 


Lincoln. Neb., 


Special Agent, 


Delaware A Reliance Ins. Co. 


Caldwell David, 


Louisville, Ky., 


Special .\gent, 


Insurance Co., North America. 


QddweU J. T.. 


Chicago, 111.. 

R. 801-205 La Salle St., 


Inspector, 


Millen National Ins. Co. 


Calhoun W. B., 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


Special Agent, 


Home Ins. Co., N. Y. . 


CaUey E J., 


Chicago. IlL. 


Special Agent. 


London Assurance Corporation 


Cameron P. F., 


Chicago, 111., 


Cook County Manager. 


Niagara Insurance Co. 


Campbell E T., 


St. Louis; Mo., 
Chicago, 111.. 


Vice-President, 


American Central Ins. Ca 


Campbell 8. F.. 


Special Agent. 


Glens Falls Ins. Co. 


Campbell Walter.!. 


St. Louis.Mo.,1132 Pierce Bldg. 


Local Agent 
Special Agent. 

Ass't Gen'l Agent. | 




Carlisle E. 0.. 
Carlisle Henry W. 


Chicago, IlL. 
Chicago. IUh 


Springfield F. A M. Ins. Co. 
Ins. Co. of North America. 
Phikdelphia Underwritera. 


Carpenter J. D.. 


Des Moines, la.. 


Special Agent, 


Queen Ins. Co. 
Citizens Ins. Co. 


CarrJ.H.. 


St. Louis, Mo., 


Secretary, 


Carter Chas. M., 
Cartwright C W. 
Oanrer J. G., 


Oklahoma City, Okla., 


State Agent. 


Hanover Ins. Co. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


Special Agent. 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Detroit. Mich.. 


Special Agent. 


Liverpool A London A Globe Ins. Co. 


Case E W., 


Chicago, 111., 205 La SaUe St.. 
New York, 


Special Agent, 


Liverpool A London A Globe Ins. Co. 


Caswell J. H.. 


General Adjuster. 


Germania Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Gate Lester K, 


Chicago, III., 






Cate&E. 


St. Louis, Mo.. 


SUte Agent, 


North British A MercantUe Ins. Co. 


Caraaagh W. A.. 


Chicago. IlL, 


Special Agent. 


London A Lancashire Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Ins. Co. 


Ghamberlin W. 0.. 


Bfinneapolis, Minn., 


Stote Agent, 


Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Palatine Ins. Co Ltd. 


Champlin Fred. M., 


Grand Rapids. Mich.. 


Special Agent, 


Ohio-German Ins. Co. 


Chapman E F.. 


Detroit. Mich., 


Inspector, 


Michigan Inspec Bureau. 
Connecticut Fire Ins. Co. 


Chapman W. A., 
(SiAbWilliam. 


Chicago, IlL, 


Sup't of Agencies, 


Philadelphia. Pa.. 


President. 


ReUance Ins. Co. , 



*Aasoeiato Member 
tHoDonury Member. 
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NAME 



ADDRESS 



title 



COMPANY 



Church Fred E., 
Clark A A.. 
Clark Montgomery, 
Clark R. C, 
OarkBon H., 
Claussen CarL 
Clayton H. W., 
demons W. H.. 
aeveland Geo. W., 

Cloud Joa. A, 

Clough AUen E., 
Qutia Carleton E., 
Cochran Samuel P., 
Cofran J. W. G., 
Colbum Edgar L.. 
Coleman Geo. H. 
Collins B. F.. 
Collins Martin, 
Collins U. S.. 
Colson H. W., 
Conklin Walter W.. 
Cook Fred. L., 
Corbett J. C. 
Cornell H. F., 
Corry C. D., 
Coudrey H.M. 
Cowles B. K. Jr., 
Cowles C. S.. 
Crandall A. A.. 
CrandaU H. W., 
CrandaU W. H.. 
Criswell B. F., 

Cromer John B., 

Crosley Geo. R., 

CroweU H. W., 

Culver B. M., 

Cunningham Robt. M., 

tCunningham J. L., 
Dale John F.. 

DaUas W. L. 

Dalton Henry L., 
Damkoehler Frank, 
Dana Francis, 
Daniel licwia F., 
Daniel T. R., 
Daniel Wm. C. 
Daniels W. H., 
Dargan J. T., 
Darlington Hart, 
Davies John E. * 
Davis Chaa. W., 
tpavis John H. 
Day L. S., 
De Camp Jas. M., 
De Forest E. F., 
De Mott Howard, 
De Roode Holger, 
•De Veuve Jas. H. 
De Witt C. L., 
Dean A F.. 
Deans Wm., 
Deatrick a T., 
Delaney J. C, 
Diebold Geo.. 
Diggins A B., 
Dike Henry A., 
Dillon A J. 
Dinning A. H., 
Dinsley F. 

tDowning J. F. 

Dox Chas. E.. 

Drake Frank M.. 
Dreibs John, 



Owutonna, Minn., 

Des Moinea. lovu. 

Chicago, 111 .,315 Dearborn St., 

Indianapolis, Ind., Box 391 

Topeka, Kan., 

Kansas City, Mo., 

Troy, Ohio, 

Cincinnati, 0., 

Cincinnati, 0., 

Cincinnati, 0., 

New York, 
Louisville, Ky., 
Dallas, Texas 
Chicaffi), BL, 
Des Moines, la., 
Chicago, 111., 169 Jackson St.. 
Kansas City, Mo., 
St Louis, Mo., 
Chicago, 111., 

Chicago, III., 171 La Salle St. 
Stillwater, Minn., 
Detroit, Mich., 
Chicago, IlL, 
Detroit, Mich., 
Oeveland, 0., Park Bldg., 
St. Louis, Mo., 
Minneapolis, Minn., 
Merriam Park, Minn., 
St. Louis, Mo., 
Merriam Park, Minn., 
Merriam Park, Minn., 
Topeka, Kan^ Columbia Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Ind., 
2025 N. Ala. St. 

Ft. Madison, la., 

Detroit, Mich. 

621 Hammond Bldg. 
St. Paul, Minn., 

Chicago, 111., 

Glens Fails, N. Y., 
Omaha, Neb., 

Omaha, Neb., 

Milwaukee, Wis., 

Milwaukee, Wis., 

Chicago, IlL, 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

Columbus, Ohio, 

Chicago, III., 171 La Salle St.. 

Atlanta, Ga., 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

Racine, Wis., 

Chicago, III., 

Wayne, Delaware Co., Pa. 

Chicago, IlL, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, 

York, Pa., 

Hartford, Conn., 

Chicago, III., 

Seattle. Wash., Pioneer Bldg., 

Chicago, IlL, 

Chicago, IlL, 

Denver, CoL, 

Columbus, Ohio, 

Perry, Okla., 

Cincmnati, Ohio, 

Springfield. Mo., 

Chicago, III., 

Rochester Ind.. 

Chicago, m., 171 La Salle St. 

Chicago, 111.. 

Erie* Pa., 

Chicago, IlL, 

Louisville, Ky., Kenyon Bldg., 
Chicago, IlL, 159 La Salle St., 



Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Manager, 
Special Agent, 
State Agent, 
Sp'l Ag't St Adj'r, 
Manager, 

Special Agent, 

Gen'l Adjuster, 
State Agent, 
General Agent, 
General Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Ag^nt, 
Special Agent, 
Gmeral Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Manager, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Ass't Manager, 
Managing Underwriter. 
Special Agent, 
General Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Manager, 
Special Agent, 
Adjuster. 
State Agent, 

State Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent. 

General Agent, 

President, 
State Agent, 

Special Agent, 

State Agent, 
Secretary, 

Special Agent, 
State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Adjuster, 
President, 
Special Agent, 
State Agent, 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 
General .^ent. 
Western Gen'l Agent 
Sup't Agencies, 
General Agent, 

Geno^ Agent, 
Ass't Manager, 
Special Agent, 
State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent. 

Adjuster, 
State Agent. 
Special Agent, 
General Agent, 

General Agent. 



Special Agent, 
Special Agent 



National Union, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Phcnix Ins. Co. of N. Y. 

Prov. Wash., Ins. Co., Providence, R.I. 

National Union Ins. Co. 

Advisory Rate and Map Bureau. 

London & Lancashire & Orient Ins. Cos 

Germania Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 

Phenix Ins. Co. of N. Y. 

Cincinnati Inspection db Rating Bureau. 

Phoenix Assurance Co. 

Pelican Assurance Co. 

London Assivance. 

Insurance Co. of North America. 

Trezevant A Cochran. 

Hartford Fire Ins. Co. 

Fire Association. Phila. 

Royal Insurance Co. 

Royal Insurance Co. 

Fire Association, Phila. 

Teutonia Ins. Co., N. 0. 

Walla Walla Ins. Co. 

Queen Insurance Co., Stillwater, Minn. 

Indianapolis Fire Ins. Co. 

Northern Assurance Co. 

Eastern Fire, Atlantic City. N. Y. 

London & Liverpool & Globe Ins. Co. 

Star Ins. Co. of Louisville. 

Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 

Royal Insurance Co. 

Western Adjust. & Insp. Go. 

Northern Ins. Co., N. Y. 

North British db Mercantile Ins. Co. 

Home Ins. Co. N. Y., 

British America Aasurantie Co. 
Western Assurance Co. 

London Assurance Corporation 

Scottish Union & Nat'l Ins. Ga 

German-American Ins. Co., Baltimore 

German Union Ins. Co., Baltimore. 

Glens Falls Ins. Co. 

Phoenix Ins. Co. ol Hartford. 

Phoenix Assurance Co. 

Pdican Assurance Co. 

Royal Insurance Co. 

Concordia Insurance Co. 

Hartford fire Ins. Co. 

Oueen Ins. Co. 

North British A Mercantile Ins. Co. 

Northern Assurance Co. 

Western Adjust, k Insp. Go. 

Atlanta-Birmingham Fire Ins. Co. 

Spring Garden Ins. Co. 

iKtna Ins. Co., Hartford. 

St. Louis Fire Ins. Co. 

Continental Ins. Co. 

Liverpool & London & Globe Idb. Go. 

Fanners Fire Int. Co., York. 

Hartfwd Ins. Co. 

Lumber & Adirondack Ins. Cos. 

Newark Fire Ins. Co. 

Springfield F. ft M. Ins. Go. 

Hanover Fire Ins. Co. 

Home Insuranoe Co. of N. Y. 

Sun Fire Office. 

National Union Fire Ins. Co., Pa. 

Western Adjust, db Inspection Go. 
Continental Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Walla Walla Fire Ins. Co. 
Millers National Ins. Co. 
Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 
London ft Lancashire Fire Ins. Col 
Orient Insuranoe Co. 
Hanover Insurance Co., New York. 
Metropolitan Ins. Co. 



'Associate Member 
tHonorary Member 
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NAME 



DriMoUlLF.. 

Dnimm W. L, 
Dodky W. W^ 

Daffey B. T 

Dagan A. G., 
Ihmlop Chaa. D. 
Dunning F. A., 

Dye J. 0., 

EaatonaU 
Ebbert Geo. G.. 

EddyH.a. 

Ednumdfl J. F^ 

Eldridge Ghaa. Em 
Ellis Richard B., 

Ely Wm. U, 

Engle Charles F., 
Engle John R., 

Erion Frank L., 
EderR.a. 
Espenaoheid H. F.. 
Essig Geo., 
Enatia Truman W.. 
EyaiiaA.NM 
Fargo F. M.. 
Fargo H.Bm 

Faymonvi]le W. J , 

•FertigaT^ 
FiaherG.lL, 
Fiaher Waiter L. 
Fitigerald John, 
Fleming A. W. 
Fleming J. D., 
Fletcher T. R., 
Foreman E P., 
Fort a W., 
Foas Geo. E.. 
Fowler W. a, 
tFox W. F., 
Freeman K S.. 

Frink W. M., 

Fnlton W. H.. 

Funkhouaer M. L. C, 
Furlong John P., 

Gable Jesse 0., 
GadadenJ.S.. 
Oallacher Thoa. E, 
Gankter^JVancis 0., 
Gerow Wynn C., 

Gibbe H. M.. 

Gilbert A. C, 

OflbertaS.. 
QiUGeaa, 
Qilmote a J., 
QUddenH.HM 
GoffEL. 
Golden W. E, 
Gooeh Robert Em 
Good CSias. W., 
GoodloeT.M^ 
Goodman E. H., 

Gordon Fred Fm 
Gordon Samuel T., Jr., 
Gordon W. A., 
Gosnell Joe. H.. 
Graham O. H., 
Graham Wm. A., 



ADDRESS 



Ghieago, HL, 

Topeka.Kan^ 

Chicago, QL. 

Detroit, Mich.,319 Hammond 

Building 
Chicago. 111., 
Providence. R. I., 
Chicago. lU., 159 U Salle St.. 
Columbus, 0., 

407 New First Nat.Bk Bldg. 
Milwaukee. Wis., Box 155 
Chicago, 111., 159 La Salle St., 

Chicago, HL. 

Denver. GoL, 

Topeka. Kan., 
Milwaukee, Wis., 

Monroe City, Mo^ 

Winchester, Ind., 

Indianapolis, Ind.. 

Chicago, IlL 

Chicago. lU., 

DaUas, Texaa, P. 0. Box 508 

Chicago. IlL. 

Chicago, 111., 

Chicago, IlL 

Cohimbua, Ohio, 

Chicago. lU., 155 La SaUe St., 

Jacksonville, 111.. 

Columbus, Ohio. 

Colorado Sprinffi, CoL, 

Chicago. IlL, 

Bfinneapoliai Minn., 

Indianapolis, Ind.. 

Dayton, Ohio, 

Marshall, Mo., 

Denver, Colo., 

Detroit, Mich., McGraw Bldg. 

Kansas City, Mo^ 

Chicago, IlL, 

Chicago, UL. 

Chicago. DL 

Omaha, Neb. 

Indianapolis, Ind.. 

46 North Pennsylvania St., 
Decatur, 111., 

Indianapolia. Ind^ 

Chicago, UL, 159 La Salle St., 
Chicago. 111.. 159 La Salle St.. 
Indianapolis, Ind., 1105 

Law Bldg. 
Chicago, IlL, 
Cincinnati. 0., 
Detroit, Mich.. 
Kalamazoo, Mich., 
Baltimore, Md., 
715 American Building, 

Detroit, Mich.. 90 Griswold St. 

Chicago, 111., 153 La Salle St., 
Quincy, IlL, 
Indianapolis. Ind.. 
Chicago, IlL, 
Philadelphia, Pa.. 
Milwaukee, Wis., 
Cleveland, 0., 
Chicago, IlL, 
Indianapolis, Ind., 
Omaha. 411 Ware Blk., 

Milwaukee, Wis. 

Kansas City, Mo., 
Valley City, N.,D. 
Minneapolis, Minn 
Des Moines, Iowa, 
Omaha, Neb., 



TITLE 



Gaieral Agent, 

Special Agent, 
Secretary, 

State Agent, 
General Agent, 
Vice-President, 
Special Agent 

State Agent, 

Special Agent. 
Special Agent, 

Resident Secretary, 

Resident Secretary, 

InspectOT, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 
Sup't Agencies, 
Adjust^'. 
Adjuster, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Secretary, 
General Agent 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Local Agent, 
Secretary. 
Secretary. 
State Ag't & Adfr 
Special Agent, 
State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent.. 

Special Agent. 

State Agent, 

Special Agent, 

State Agent, 

General Agent. 
Special Agent. 

Special Agent, 

General Agent, 
General Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent. 

Vice-President, 
Inspector. 
Special Agent. 
Manager. 
Secretary, 
Special Agent, 
Secretary, 
Special Agent, 
Manager, 
Speciid Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 
Secretary 
Special Agent 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 



COMPANY 



Phoenix Aaniranoe Co. 
Pelican Assurance Co. 
German-American Ins. Co. 
Governing Committee. 

Royal Insurance Co. 
Hartford Ins. Co. 
Providenoo-Waahington Ins. Go. 
Law, Union & Crown 

German-American Ins. Co., N. Y. 

Northern Assurance Co. 
Ins. Co., North America. 
Commercial Union Aasuranoe Co., Ltd. 
Palatme Ins. Co., Ltd. 
Commercial Union Aanirance Co^ Ltd. 
Palatine Ins. Co.. Ltd. 
Kansas Rating Bureau. 
Aachen db Munich Insurance Co. 
Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 
Milwaukee Mechanics' Insurance Co. 
Indianapolis Insurance Co. 

Western Adjustment & Inspection Co. 
Pniasian National Ins. Co. 
National Fire Ins. Co.. Hartford. 
Metropolitan Ins. Co., Chicago. 
Georgia Home Ins. Co. 
Equitable F. A M. Ins. Co. 
United Firemens Ins. Co. 
Citisens Ins. Co. 
Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 
Home F. A M. Ins. Co., Cal. 
Lawton A Fertig. 
Railway Underwriters. 
Minnesota State Board. 
Providence- Washington Ins. Co. 
National Ins. Co., Hartford, Conn. 
Ccmnecticut Fire Ins. Co. 
Queen Insurance Co. 
Franklin Fire Ins. Co., Phila. 
Home Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Hartford Fire lus. Co. 
German-American Ins. Co., N. Y. 

Agricultural Ins. Co. 
Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 
Security Ins. Co., New Haven, Conn. 
Fireman's Fund Ins. Co 
Home F. & M. Ins. Co., Cal. 
German Fire Ins. Co. Phila. 
Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 

Spring Garden Insurance Co. 

£tna Ins. Go. of Hartford. 
iEtna Ins. Co. of Hartford. 
Royal Insurance Co. 
Scottish Union & Nat'l Ins. Co. 

German- American . 

London & Lancaahire Fire Ins. Co. 

Orient Ins. Co. 

Calumet Insurance Co. of Chicago. 

German-American Ins. Co., N. Y. 

Chicago Underwriters Ass'n. 

Spring Garden Ina. Co. 

Atlas Ins. Co., 2nd Ward Bank Bldg. 

Western Resen'e Ins. Co. 

German-American Insurance Co. 

Insurance Bx^eau. 

Northern Assurance Co., England. 

American Ins. Co. of N. J. 

Securitv Insurance Co. 

Equitable F. & M. Insurance Co. 

North- Western Nat. Fire Ina. Co. 

Insurance Co. of North America. 

Des Moines Ins. Co. 

Germania Ins. Co., New York. 



^Aasoeiatfl Member 
tHonorary Member 
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NAMB 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 




Fond da Lae, Wk.. 
Riveraide, Od., 1257 Onnge St. 


Speeial Agent. 


Continental Ina. Co., New York. 


Indianapolia, Ind., 


State Agsnt. 


North British A Mercantife Ina. Go. 


My^E. 




AdjuatS. 


Fhenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 


QneMF.M^ 


MinneapoUa! Mmn.;P.0.Box81 


Speeial Agent. 


Citiaena Ins. Co.. St. Louis. Mo. 


QiwneW. EL 
Greer Robt C., 


EvanaviUe, Ind.. 


Inspeetor, 


EvanaviUe Inapeetwn Bureau. 


Chicaco DL. 


Manager, 


R'y Dept., Burrowa Matah A HeL. Go. 
(Gen'lAdjuat. Bureau) 


GreerW.J, 


NewYwCle Cedar St.. 


General Manager 


QnHA.IL. 


MinneapoUa. Minn., 


Speeial Agent. { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


QriffiihJ.H.. 


Mflwaukee,Wi8., P. 0. Box 652 


Special Ag't A Adrr { 


Britiah America Aasuranoe Co. 
Western Assurance Co. 


QfifiithaJ.aJr.. 


St. Louia. Mo., 

Pierce Bldg., • 
Columbua, Ohio, 


Special Agent. { 


Conunercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Palatine Insurance Co., Ltd. 


GrimR.W.. 


Special Agent, 


Royal Exchange. 


QrapeA.H., 


St. Louia. Mo.. 


Special Agent. 
General Agent. 


Uverpool & London A Globe Ina. Co. 


OuhTf. M.. 
Haaa Geo. E., 


Freeport, 111., 


Williamsburgb City. 


Chicago, m.. 171 La SaUe St., 


Aaa't Manager, 


Atlas Insurance Co. 


Haaa J. Qmncy. 

Haisht A. W., 
HaUTheo. D.. 


SpeciaOAgent. 
Speeial Agent. 


Rochester German Ina. Co. 


Mmneapolia^n. 
Richmond, Ind., 
Chicago, 111., 


Continental Ina. Co., N. Y. 


Secretary, 


Calumet Fire Ina. Co. 


Detroit, Mich., 


Aaa't Manager, 


Michigan Inapection Bureau. 




Omaha, Neb.. 301 Merch'ts 
Nat'l Bank 


Special Agent. 


Home Ina. Co.. New York. 


HalteKG^ 


Chicago, 111., 


Manager. 


Germania Fire Inauranoe Co.. N. Y. 


Hannan Geo. H. 


Chicago, m.. 




Niagara Fire Ins. Co., Chicago. 
Liverpool db London db Globe Ina. Co, 


Hunr*^*" John, 


Chicago, m.. 


Special Agent, 


Hanaon Jno. A.. 


St. Paul, Minn., 


State Agent, 


Milwaukee, Mechanics Insurance Co. 


Hardmg A. J.. 
•Hardinf E. (X. 
Hardy Cbaa. F., 


Chicago, HI., 


Mana'^er. 


Springfield F. db M. Ins. Co. 


ancinnati. 703 Traction Bldg. 
Topeka. Kan., 


State Agent, 


Hartford Ina. Co. 


Harford W. P.. 


Omaha, Neb., 


Aaa't Manager. 


iEtna Ina. Co., Hartford. 


Harruon W. H., 


DesMoinea Iowa. 


Special Agent, 
General Adjuster, 


National of Hartford, Conn. 


Hart H. B., 


Mmphifl, Tenn., 




^Harvey Geo. IL, 


Newark City, 92 William St. 


General Agent. 




Harvey R. D., 


Aaa't Manager. 


Royal Exchange. 


Haaelton F. a. 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent. 


Northern Assurance Co. 


HaskeUFrankJ.. 


Omaha, Neb., 


Special Agent. 


State Ins. Co., Nebraska. 


Hatfield S. IC 


Peoria, HI., 


Adjuater. { 


Security Inauranoe Co., New Haven. 
American Ina. Co., N. J. 


Hathom Frank E.. 


Dea Moines, Iowa, 


State Agent, 


Hanover Ina. Co. 


Hawzhurst M. M.. 


Mflwaukee, Wis., Box 825, 


Special Agent, 


Michigan F. A M. Ina. Co. 


Hawxhurrt W. F^ 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Agent, | 


CoDunercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Palatine Ins. Co., Ltd. 


tHayes Geo. W.. 


MUwaukee, Wis. 






HayeaJ.J.. 


Chicago, m., 


Special Agent, 


Equitable F. & M. Insurance Co. 


Head N. S^ 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Special Agent, 


Franklin Fire Insurance Co.. Pa. 
Phoenix Ins. Co. of Hartford. 


HeafordH.H.. 


Chicago, ni., 


General Adjuater. 


Hebgcn Arthur F., 


Milwaukee. Wis., 


Special Agent, 






Columbu8,i0hio, 


Special Agent, 


Delaware & Reliance. 


Heffeman P. J., 


St. Louis, Mo., 


Special Agent, 


Scottish Union A National Ins. Go. 


Heffley Chas. 0., 


Logansport, Ind., 


Special Agent, 


Westchester Fire Insurance Co. 


Heller George, Jr. 


MUwaukee, Wis., 434 Wells Big. 


Special Agent, | 


Insurance Co., North America. 
Philadelphia Underwritere. 


Hendry John E., 


Chicago, III, 159 La Salle St., 


General Agent. 


Southern Ins. Co., New Orleans. 
Phenix Ins Co., New York. 


Henry W. B.. 


Kansas City, Mo., 


Adjuster, 
Special Agent, 


Herbert Thoe. P., 


Minneapolis, Minn.. 
Cleveland, Ohio, 


Liverpool & London A Globe Ins. Co. 


Herman W. H.. 


Special Agent, 


Spring Garden Ina. Co. 
Hartford Fire Inaurance Co. 


Heywood H. B.. 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 
Chicago,Ill.,4807 Madison Ave., 


Special Agent 


Higbee W. E.. 


Local Agent, 




Higley Chaa. W.. 


Chicago, 111., 


General Agent, 


Hanover Fire Insurance Go. 


HigleyW.M., 
Hilbert Carl E., 


Minneapolis, Minn., 
MUwaukee, Wis., 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Fire Insurance Co. 


Special Agent, 


Orient Insurance Co. 


HUdreth L. E., 


Chicago, III., 


Adjuster, 


Hartford Fire Insurance Co. 


Hill Herb«»rt C, 


Boston, Mass., P. 0. Box 1983 


General Adjuster. 




Hill W. E., 


Des Momes, la.. 


Adjuster, 


Ix)ndon Assurance Society, England. 


HUton J. M.. 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent, 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Hinckley E.H.. 


Kalamazoo, Mich., 


Special Agent. { 


London A Lancashire. Fire Ins. Go. 
Orient Insurance Co. 


Hitchcock E. M.. 


Northfield, Minn., 


Special Agent, 


American Fire Insurance Co., Pa, 


Hitchcock W. E., 


Omaha, Neb., 


State Agent, 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 


Hobbins J. N., 


Madison. Wis., 


Special Agent. 


.\merican National. 


Hoffman Harry C, 


Mt. Sterling, Ky., 


General Agent, 


Dixie & North State Ins. Co. 


Hoit W. E., 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Age-..;;. 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 


Holden W. Frank, 


Kansas City, 613 Mass. Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Spring Garden Ins. Co. 


tHoUinahead C. S., 


Philadelphia, Pa.. 


President. 


Union Insurance Co., Philadelphia. 


tHolman Isaac W., 


IndianaDolis, Ind., 


Adjuster. 




Holtfodt F. R., 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Helton George W.. 


Des Moines, Iowa, 


State Agent, 


Phoenix Ins. Co., Conn. 



• Associate Member 
t Honorary Member 
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NAME 


ADDRBB8 


TITLE 


OOMPANY 


HooTvJohn. 


Ik]rtai,Oliio. 


8k«i«lAi«i { 


Loodn A Laneaihn rm InsL Co. 
OrintlBsunuMeCou 


HoaMQM.H^ 


8aciiiaw.lCch,_ ^^^ 


Inveelor. 




Hoakins F. S., 
Hoamer R. C. 


OevelaiuLO^^OlCitiaeaBBldi., 


Manager, 

Special Agent k Adj*r. 


Home InsL Co., of New York. 
Shawnee Fire Ins. Oo. 


How» H. L, 


wSSlCiin. 


Inveetor, 


Sooth. Mbm.lMpee.Biinan. 


Howe R. F.. 


Lincoln. Nek, 


Inspeetor, 




HusWm.P.. 
HablMtrdned.A^ 


Milwaukee, Wis^ 
CUcafO, DL, 


.WtGca'lAccat, 


Uvcrpool A London A Globe Ins. Co. 
HanoTV iire Insarance Co.. 


Hubbard &.&, 


ChkacoLDL. 

RoddWrn., 




HiiiiterR.J.aACo. 


Hubble Henry James. 


Inspector: 




HnbUeJ.W^ 




Bute Agent. 


livcrpool k London k Globe Ins.* Co. 


HabUeJohnPn 


Chicaco.l]L. 

RockWill.. 

Chicago.llL, 


Oty Manager, 


Queen Inaoraoee Co. 


Hubble L. J.. 


Eiammer, 


American. N.J. 


Hudkr Howard, 


Special Agent, 


Girard Ins. Co, Pa. 


Huff H. M.. 
HuffWinfieldS^ 


sssiM'-^*- 


sSTyATrett!, 


Natkmal. Allegheny, Pa. 


Hucsard R. T. 

Hu^ W. Cm 


Columbus. CL 
Milwaukee. #is.. 
Chicacn,I]L, 31 Madison Park 




Springfield F. k M. Ins. Go. 


Supt. Agencies. 


Concordia Ins. Co. 


•Hunter R.H^ 






HurdKR.. 


Woodstock, m. 


Special Agent. 


Home Insuranoe Co., N. Y. 


Hyde J. Km 


State Agent. 


F. k M. Ins. Co., Dubuque, Iowa. 


Ingalls C. T. 


OUahoma City. Oklahoma 


Manager, 


Okla. k Ind. Terr. Insp. Bureau 


Infills H. H. 


Chicago, m.. 153 La Salle St.. 


Special Agent, 


WiUiamsburgh City Ina. Co. 


Ingram John a 


HammondTlnd.. 


Ass't Manager. 


Gennan-American Insuranoe Co.. N. Y. 


IrahJ.Floyd, 


Inspector. 




InrinKO. 




PMident. 




Jacobs Wm. F^ 


Chicago, HL. 


Adjuster. 


WithA.LoebASon. 


James W. P.. 




Special Agent. 


Nat'l. Fire Ins. Co.. Hartfoid. 


Janvier Chas. 


President, 


Sun Insuranoe Co., N. 0. 
Pheniz Insunukce Co., N.Y. 


t Jflssop R. N.. 


Fairfield. HL. 


Special Agent, 


JewcURW.. 


Chicago, HL, N. Y. Life Bldg.. 


State Agent. 




Johnson Oliver E., 


Special Agent. 


Ins. Co. of North America. 


Johnson S. J., Jr.. 


Chleiig^'m.. 171 La Salle St..| 


Special Agent. 


Western Factory Insuranoe Ass'n. 


Johnson Jas. J.. 


Chicago. UL. 


Special Ag't k Adj'r, 


Niagara Fire Insuranoe Co. 


Johnson W.N^ 


Erie. Pa. 


Ass'tGen'l Agent. { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 


Johnston Jas. C. 


San Francisco, CaL. 


Manager, 


Alliance Ins' Co. 


Jones A. W.. 


Columbus. Ohio. 


Special Agent, 


New Hampshire Insuranoe Co. 


Jones David E.. 


Minneapolis. Minn.. 


Special Agent, 


Niagara Ina. Co. 


Jones Frank H.. 


Springfield, ni.. 


Special Agent. 


iEtna Insurance Company. 


Jones IVankM^ 


Cincinnati. Ohio. 


Special Agent, 


Sun Ins. Office of London. 


Jones N. B., 


Detroit. Mich., 
530 Penofaecott Bldg 


Special Agent, 


Spring Garden Insurance Co.,'Phila. 


Joseph James F., 


Chicago, 111., 


Aas't Manager, 


North British k Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Julian N.Th 


Columbus, Ohio. 


General Agent, 


Agricultural Insuranoe Co. 


Keelcr Edwin A., 


Columbu8.0..207-32 N.HighSt. 


Special Agent 


Farmers* k Merchants' Ins. Co., 
Lincoln, Neb. 


Keeler N. E.. 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Chicago, III., 


General Agent, 


£tna Insuranoe Co. 


Keith Chas. A.. 


Special Agent 


National Fire Insuranoe Co.. Hartford. 


Keiley Chas. A., 


Terre Haute, Ind.. 


Special Agent. 


St. Paul F. AM. Insurance Co. 


Kdly W. P. 


South Bend, Ind. 


Inspector. \ 


South Bend A Mishawka Board of 


tKelsey Benjamin, 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


Adjuster. 




Kelsey H. N^ 


Chicago, lU., 
NewYork. 


Manager. 


Sun Insurance Office. 


KelseyJos.A., 


Manager, 


Aachen A Munich Fire Insurance Co. 


Kelsey Preston T., 


Chicago, 111., 


Ass't Manager, 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Kemp Archibald,' 


Chicago, Ill.,Monadnock Bldg. 


General Adjuster, 


Northern Assurance Co. Eng. 


Kemp H. E. G., 


Oshkosh, Wis., 


Special Agent, 


The Camden Fire Ins. Aasociaton. 


Kemp 0. a, 


Chicago, IIU 


Manager. | 


Delaware Insurance Co. 
Reliance Insurance Co. 


Kessberger Geo. P.. 


Detroit,Mich., 

626 Trumbull Ave., 


State Agent, 


Milwaukee Mechanics' Ins. Co. 


*Kidd Chas. D.. 


Daj-ton, Ohio, 


Local Agent, 




Kimmerly P. G., 


Toronto, Ontario, 


Ass't Secretary 


British America Assurance Co. 


KingN.S. 


Cincinnati, 0.,c/o A. W. 
Schell k Co., 4th and Walnut, 


Adjuster. 


Hartford Fire Insuranoe Co. 


King W. H., 


Chicago, III., 159 La Salle St.. 


Special Agent, 


Georgia Home Ins. Co. 


Kinney W. H., 


Springfield, 111., 
Grand Haven. Mich.. 


Adjuster, 


Phenix Ins. Co. N. Y. 


Kirby J. O'Brien. 


Special Agent. 


Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 


Kline G.E.. 


Chicago, lU., 


Manager, 


Continental Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Kline Paul. 


Baltimore, Md., 




c/o Smith, Lockwood A Co.,Ins.Agency 


tKlum R. L., 


Hawesville. Kv. 






Knapp John E., 


JacksonvUle, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Liverpool A London A Globe Ins. Co. 


Knighton P. H.. 


Hannibal, Mc 


Special Agent. 


German-American Insurance Co., N. Y 


tKnowlesCW.. 


Albany, N.Y.. 


Manager. ) 


Insurance Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia (Underwriters. 


Knudtson John 


Eau Claire, Wis., 


Special Agent, "j 


Northwestern F. A M. Ina. Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 



* Associate Member 
tHonorary Member 
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Koett C. B., 


Ottumwa, Iowa, 


Special Agent. 


Hamburg-Bremen Ins. Co. 


•Kreismaim F. H., 


tas^r 


Local Agent,Century Bldg. 




Krueger CSuis. W., 


Special Agent. 


New Hampshire Ins. Co. 


LaBnii<ieQ.W^ 


St.Paul.Minju. 


Inspector. 




Lamey H. T., 


Denver. CoL. 


Manager. { 


British America Assurance Co. 
Western Assurance Co 


Unc 0. K. 


Denver, Colo. 


State Agent, 


Scottish Union & Nat'l Ins. Co. 
400 Mercantile Bldg. 


Larmore James M., 
LaRose S. M.. 


Anderson, Ind., 

Chicago, k, 159 La SaUe St.. 


Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 


Norwich Union Fire Ins. Society, Eng. 
N. Y. Underwriters' Agency. 


Lasher C. D., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent. 


Home Insurance Co , New York. 


Law Charles G., 


Chicago, IlL. 


SG^l^^** 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Uw Geo. W.. 


Chicago. III. 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Law Louis L., 


Minneapolis, Minn., 
516 N. v.. Life Bldg., 
NewYork City, 3440 Broadway 


Special Agent, 


Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 


Lee Frederick W.. 






Lee John B., Jr., 


Minneapoli8,Minn.,0neidaBldg. 


Adjuster, 




LeeJ.O.. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Special Aigent, 


New Hampshire Fire Insurance Co. 


Leach Walter a. 


Chicago, IlL, 


General Agent. { 


Norwich Union Fire Ins. Society. 
Indemnity Fire Ins. Co. N. Y. 


LeischaW.. 


Chicago. IlL. 


Special Agent. 


Westchester Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Lenehan J. H.. 


Chicago. IIL. 


General Agent, 


Phenix Insurance Co.. N. Y. 


Lent Loui A.. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Special Agent k Adj'r. 


Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Co. 


Lerch W. L., 


Chicago, 111.. 


2d Ass't Manager, 


German-American Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Lermit G. H. 


Chicago, Dl., 


Manager 
AsstManager, 


Northern Assurance Co., England. 


Letton Harold W^ 


Chicago, IlL, 


Prussian National Insurance Co. 


Letton T. W., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Manager, 


Prussian National Insurance Co. 


Lewis LJ.« 


Chicago, IlL. 


Local Ag't A Adj'r. 




Lidster R. E.. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Ass't Manager. | 


Phoenix Assurance Co. 
Peliean Assurance Co. 


Lillie A.E., 


Avon, lU., 


Special Agent, 


Williams burgh City Ins. Co. 


Linsley Willis H. 


Chicago, 111., 
Pleasant Hill, Mo.. 


Special Agent, 
Special Ag't A Adj'r, 


Glens Falls Ins. Co., Glens Falls. N. Y 


UttlelF.W.. 


Glens Falls Insurance Co. 


Little F.W.. Jr. 
Littlejohn\^.J.. 


Omaha, Neb.. 


Special Agent 


Glens Falls Insurance Co. 


Chicago, RL, 


North British A Mercantile Ins. Ca 


Livinrnton J. K., 
LotslVedW.. 


Detroit, Mich., 
Chicago, IlL. 


M^^iJ^^ 


Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Co. 


Loudon H. R., 


Minneapolis, Minn., 
Philadelphia,Pa.,415WalnutSt. 


State Aeent. 
Special Agent, 


Liverpool A London A Globe Ina, Co. 


Loudon W. S., 


Norwich, Union Fire Society. 


Love A. J., 


Omaha, Neb.. 
Cincinnati. Ohio, 


Special Agent. 


Glens Falls Lisurance Co. 


Lovejoy Geo. M., 


General Agent, 


Phoenix Insurance Co., Hartford. 


Low C. F., 


New Orleans, La., 


Ass't Secretary. 


Liverpool A London k Globe Ins. Co. 


Lowe B. J., 


Kalamazoo, Mich.. 


Inspector, 




Lowe N. C, 


Jackson, Mich., 


Inspector. 




Lowry W. D., 


Minneapohs, Minn., 


State Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Luce Fred. B., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent, 


Phoenix Insurance Co.. Hartford. 


Luce Howard V., 


Lansing, Mich., 


Special Agent. 


Sun Fire Office. 


Lucus J. C, 
Lundy F. K., 


Nashville, Tenn., 


Special Agent, 


Phenix Insurance Co^ N. Y. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


Special Agent, 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Lyman William a 
MacEnaney L. S., 


Chicago, 111., 




Germania Insurance Co. 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent, 


Agricultural Insurance Co. 
Newark Fire Ins. Co.. Newark, N. J. 


Macfarlane J. H. 


Chicago, m., 


Special Agent, 


Machan R. D., 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 
128 E. Market St., 


Special Agent. 


Michigan Commercial Ins. Co. 


Magill Henry P.. 


Chicago, 111.. 184 La Salle St., 


General Agent. 


Louisville Ins. Co. 


Mairill M. E.. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Special Ai^t. 


Phoenix Insurance Co., Hartford. 


Main Geo. C. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


State Agent. { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Main W. E., 


Madison, Wis., 


General Agent, 


Hamilton Fire Ins. Co. 


Maloney A. A., 


Kansas City, Mo., 


State Agent, 
Special Agent, 


Continental Insurance Co. 


Mann Charles E.. 


Chicago. IlL, 


Lumbermen's k Mechanic's Ins. Co. 




Minneapolis. Mmn., R. 518, 
N. Y. Life Building, 


Special Agent, | 


Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 
Home F. & M. Ins. Co., CaL 


Manson L. B.. 


Louisville, Ky., 


SUte Agent, 


iEtna Insurance Co. 


March Geo. K.. 


Hillsdale, Mich.. 


Special Agent, | 


Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 
Home F. 4 M. Ins. Co., CaL 


MarchbankW.J., 


Denver, CoL. 




British America Assurance Co. 
Western Assurance Co. 


Mariner W. E., 


Chicago, 111.. 


General Manager, 


Western Adjustment k Insp. Ca 
Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 
Home F. & M. Ins. Co.. CaL 


MarshaU John. Jr., 


Chicago. IlL, 


Manager. | 


Marshall James, 


Omaha, Neb., 


Special Agent. 1 


Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 
Home F. & M. Ins. Co., CaL 


Martin C. C, 


Kansas Gty, Mo., 


Special Agent, | 


Norwich Union Fire Ins. Society. 
Indemnity Fire Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Martin H. a. 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 


Secretary. 


Indianapolis Fire Insurance Co. 


Martin John, R. 


Columbu8,0., 205 Schultz Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


Continental Fire Insurance Co. 


Martin P. B.. 


Springfield, Ohio, 


Special Agent. | 


Commeroial Union Assurance Co. Lt 1 
Palatine Ins. Co., Ltd. 


Mather John M., 


Chicago, IlL. 


Special Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co. 



'Associate Member 
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Mathews A. a. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent, { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Mavon J. A., 


Chicaao, lU., 


Special Agent, 


Providence-Washington Ins. Co. 


Maxfield E. a, 


Superior, Wis.. 


Surveyor, 


Fire Undo-writers' Association. 


MaxweUWm.K.. 


Lmoobx. IlL, 


Special Agent. 


Hanover Fire Insurance Co. 


MayerF.J.Atra., 


Portland, Ore.. 


Special Agent. 




McAnaUyF.T., 


Kankakee, IlL. 


Special Agent, 


Continental Insurance Co.. N. Y, 


McCabe Chaa. R., 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Agricultural Ins. Co., Chicago. 


MeCabeFVaakJ.. 


Chicago, ni., 


Special Agent. 


McConkey E. K., 


YorfcTPa.. 


Secretary, 


Farmers Fire Ins. Co.. York. 


McCauley Eugene C, 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 


SUte Agent. 




McCotteraA., 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 


Secretary 


Grain Dealers' Nat'l Mut Fire Ins. Co. 


McCuUougfaR.G.. 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 


Special Agent, 


Franklin Insurance Co. 


McCuUough W. E., 


MUwaukee, Wis., 


State Agent, | 


Delaware & Reliance & Rochester 
German Insurance Cos. 


McDonald J. J.. 


Chicago, IlL, 


Manager. ' 


Connecticut Fire Insurance Ck>. 


McEllume F. H.. 


Chicago. IlL. 


Manager. { 


Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 
HomeF. AM.Ins.Co..CaL 


McGregor P. D., 


Chicago, ni.. 


Manager. 


Queen Ins. Co. 

Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 

HomeF.dcM.Ins.Co..Cal. 


Mclntyre Robt. J.. 


Milwaukee, Wis. 


Special Agent. { 


McLeranJ.B.. 


Duluth. Minn., P.O. Box 447 


Inspector. 




McMahonG.?.. 


Detroit. Mich.. 


State Agent. 


Michigan F. & M. Ins. Go. 


McMillan L. S.. 


Chicago. IlL, 


Adjuster. 




McOmber Fred T.. 


Ann Arbor, Mich.. 


Special Agent. 


Liverpool & London A Globe Ins. Co. 


McSwecnJ.F., 


Omaha, Neb.. 


State Agent, 


Franklin Fire Insurance Co.. Pa. 


Medbory Robt. F.. 


Detroit, Mich., 


State Agent, | 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Meek Hugh L., 


Wheehng, W. V., 


Special Agent, 


Hartford Insurance Co. 


Meeker a G.. 


Sycamore, 111., 
Indianapolis, Ind., 


SUte Agent, 
Special Agent, 


Concordia Fire Ins. Co. 


Meeker Robt. K. 


German Ins. Co., Pittsburg. 


Meinel Edward. 


New York aty 84 William St. 


Agency Sup't, 


F. S. James & Co. 


Meinel F. A.. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Aas't Manager. | 


London & Lancashire Fire Ins. Ca 
Orient Insurance Co.. Hartford- 


Meyer A. J.. 


Indianapolis. Ind., 


Special Agent, { 


Delaware Ins. Co. 
Reliance Ins. Co. 


Miller A. F., 


BeUeville, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Spring Garden Ins. Co., Pa. 


Miller a N., 


Des Moines, Iowa. 


Special Agent, 


American Fire Insurance Co., Pa. 


Mink Wallace. 


Chicago, 111.. 


Spedal Agent. 


Ins. Co. of the State of Illinoia. 


Minty Harry E., 


Kansas aty. Mo. 
Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent. 


Queen Insurance Co. 
Queen Insurance Co. 


Monroe A. R.. 


Ass't Manager, 


tMoody L. D.. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 
Richmond, Ind., 






Moore an.. 


Special Agent. 


Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Moore Ernest L., 


LaFayette. Ind. 


Special Agent. 


Indianapolis Fire Ins. Co., Indianapolis. 
Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 


Moore Geo. H. 


Chicago, lU., 
Terre Haute, Ind., 


Ass't Secretary. 


Moore M. S.. 


Special Agent, 


New Hampshire Ins. Co. 


Moran James M., 


Chicago, m., 
275 S. Western Ave., 


Special Agent, 


Nat'l Union Ins. Co., Pittsburg. 


Morgan D. C, 


Columhus, Ohio, 
811 Brunson Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Rochester German Ins. Co. 


Morgan E. D., 


Columbus, Ohio, 


State Agent, 


Home Ins. Co., N.Y 


Morin George A.. 
Mott Geo. d. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent, 


Caledonian Assurance Co. 


St Paul Minn., 


State Agent. 




Mowry George A., 


Minneapolis, Minn. 

522Andru8B'ld'g 


State Agent, 


German-American Fire Ins. Co., N.l 


MueUer G.. 


Los Angeles, Cal. Box 68 


Special Agent. 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Mullen C. D., 


Omaha, Neb., 


Secretary. 


Columbus Fire Ins. Co., Omaha. 


Munn Clarke J.. 


MUwaukee, Wis., \38 Univer- 
Milwaukee, Wis., / aity Bldg 


Adjuster. ) 
Manager, / 


Western Adjustment & Inspection Co. 


Munn E. V., 


Western Adjustment Bureau. 


MunnsWm. H. A., 


Chicago, Bl., 


Special Agent. 


Equitable F. & M. Ins. Co. 


tMunson E. A., 


Indianapolis. Ind.. 


Special Agent. 


CitiienB'Ins.Co.ofMo. 


Murray H. W., 


Chicago, 111., 


Gen'l Agent. 


Aachen & Munich Fire Ins. Co. 


Murray, John M., 


Chicago, HI.. 


Special Agent, 


Svea Insurance Co., Sweden. 


Nelson John H., 


Madison, Wis., 


Special Agent. 


Indianapolis Fire Insurance Co. 


Neuberger Jno. M., 


Columbus, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Atlas Assurance Co. 


NeubergerJ.M., 


Chicago, 111., 


General Afent. 


Atlas Assurance Co. 


Newburger Jas. M., 

Nevina W. a, 


Chicago, IlL, 


Manager, 


Scottish National Ins. Co. 


Kansas City, Mo.. 
Mattoon, lU., 


State Agent 


Hanover Fire Ins. Co. 


Noble Louis R., 


Special Agent, 


Phoenix Assurance Co., London. 


Nolle H. A., 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


Secretary, 


Milwaukee Fire Ins. Co. 


Norse J. F., 


Chicago, lU., 189 La Salle St., 
& 159 Calumet Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


Northwestern Nat'l Ins. Co., MUwaukee 


O'Brien J. W., 


Grand Haven, Mich.. 


Special Agent, 


Home Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Ockenga R. P., 
OdeUR.S., 


Freeport, IlL, 
Chicago, HI.. 


Special Agent, 

State Agent. 

Pacific Coast Manager. 


Williamsburgh City, N. Y. 
Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Olds A. C, 


Chicago, HI., 


Phenix Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Olinger E. E., 


Topcka, Kan., 


Special Agent, 


Providence- Washington Ins. Co. 


Osborne H.L. 


Wichita. Kans., 


Special Agent. 


St.PaulF.&M.Ins.Co. 


Osmun Daniel C 


Washington. D. C. 1326 14th 






Packard John H., Jr., 


New York, 84 William St., 


Agency Secretary, 


London Assurance Corporation. 



tHcmorary Member 
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Page Wm. E. 
Painter Denton H., 
PafanflrH.E. 
Parker Louis H., 
Par80oiR.L.. 
Paul John B., 
Penfield Fred. S., 
Pffry A. W., 

Perry Wilber D., 

Peneh a F . 

PhdpaES.. 

Phillips Frank A^ 

Phillips H. 0.. 
Pierce C. W^ 
Pinkney A. £., 
PostaS. 
Powrie, A. F., 
Pray Albert F. 
Prentice Fred D.. 
PrenttsB L. R^ 
Rademaeher E A., 
RagsdaleJ.a, 
Ransom Fred W.. 

RassweQer, H. H.. 

Raymond M. H. N. 
Raynolds Robt. L., 

Read Gardner, 

Redfield D. W.. 
tRedfield Geo. E, 
Redfield Geo. E Jr., 
Reekie C^iaa. A., 
Reilly W. L.. 
ReQua Fred N., 
Reyburn Guy H. 
Reynolds M. A.. 
Rice F. M., 
Richards C. M., 

Richards Guy A., 

Richardson Chas., 

Ridddl Miles. 

Riddle Herbert W 
Riddle J. Irving , 
Rimington H. fi. 
Ritchie Frank, 
Roberts G. A., 
Robertson A. C, 
Robertson J. W., 
Robertson W. P„ 
Robinson T. A.. 
Rogers Frank D., 
Rollo Wm. F., 
Root J. Sherman, 
Rorick David, 
Rosborough Watts 

Rose R. H.. 

Rothermel S. A., 
Row Frank G., 
Rowland Neal, 
Rudy D. A., 

RusseU M. B.. 

Rye Fred. A., 
Sammis Fred C, 
Sanderson A. G., 
Sanderson W. G., 
Saunders F. B., 

Sawyer Frank K., 

*Schafer Fred W., 

Scheib John A., 

Scheunemann R. G., 
Schmemann Gustav, 



Milwaukee, Wis^ 

Topeka Kan., 

Omaha, Neb., 

Chicago, IlL. 

Chieaco, R 416. 189 La Sails St. 

Joliet, DL, 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

St Paul, Minn. 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Chicago, IlL, 

Buriington, Iowa, 

Milwaukee, Wis., 

Indianapolis, Ind, 
Chicago, 315 Dearborn St., 111. 
Kansas City, Mo., 
Detroit, Blich., 
West Bay City, Mich. 
Minneapolis, Minn , 
Toledo, Ohio, 
Chicago, Ill.j_ 
Milwaukee, Wis., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Columbus, 0. 

Chicago, IlL, 

Grand Rapids, Mich^ 
Columbus, Ohio, 

Evanston, lU., 424 Greenleaf St. 

Chicago. IlL, 
Chicago, IlL, 
Chicago, IlL, 
Detroit, Mich.. 
Evansville, Ind., 
Chicago, lU., 
Peoria, 111.. 
Chicago, nL, 
Des Moines, Iowa, 
Omaha, Neb., 

Chicago. IIL. 

Chicago, 111.. 

Toledo, O 

Terre Haute, Ind., 
Terre Haute, Ind., 
Philadelphia, 425 Walnut St., 
Indianapolis. Ind., 
Milwaukee, 77 Michigan St. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Chicago, IlL, 

Detroit,M..e22Hammond Bldg. 
Des Moines, Iowa, 
Chicago. IlL, 
Chicago, 111., 

Chicago, R 608, 153 La Salle St. 
St Louis, Mo., 
Lawrenceville, 111., 
BUnneapolis. Minn.. 

524 Andrus Building 
Chicago, IlL. 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 
Columbus, Ohio, 
Indianapolis, Ind., 

Louisville, Ky., 

Chicago 111., 17l!LaSaUeSt., 
Minneapolis, Minn., 
New York, 46 Cedar St.. 
Chicago, 240 La Salle St., 
Chicago, 111., 
Indianapolis, Ind., 

128 E. Market St.. 
Kansas City, Mo., 
Indianapolis, Ind., 
10 E. Market St., 
Chicago, III., N. Y. Life Bldg. 
Detroit, Mich., 



State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Local Afent 
Qeneral Agent, 
General Agent. 
Inspector. 
State Agent 
Secretary, 

Special Agent, 

Secretary, 

State Afent 

State Agent 

SUte Afent 
Special Agent, 
Adjuster. 
Special Agent 
Special Agenc. 
Special Agent, 
Secretary, 
Special Agent 
State Agent 
Special Agent 
Special Agent 
SUte Agent ( 

State Agent & Adjuster, 
State Agent 
f Cook County 
\ Special Agent, 
Ass't Manager. 
Adjuster. 
General Agent. 
Special Agent 
Inspector, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent 
Adjuster. 

Sup't Agencies, ' 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent { 

2d Ass't Gen'l Ag't 
Secretary 

Special Agent, 
State Agent 
Managing Underwriter, 
State Agent 
Special Agent 
Special Agent, 
State Agent 
State Agent 
State Agent, 
Adjuster. 
General Agent 
General Adjuster. 
Vice-President 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent 

Local Agent 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent 
Adjuster 

State Agent { 

Special Agent, 
Special Agent 
Gieneral Agent, 
Inspector, 
Special Agent, 

State Agent, 

Local Agent, 

Special Agent, 

General Agent, 
Special Agent 



German-Ameriean Im. Co., N. Y. 
Liverpool & London db Globe Ins. Co. 

Svea Assurance Co. 

Northern Ins. Co. of New York. 

Germania Ins. Co.. New York. 

St Paul F. A M. Insuranoe Go. 

Insurance Co. of North Ameriea. 

Philadelphia Underwriters. 

Illinois State Board. 

Ina. Co. of North America. 

Philadelphia Underwriters. 

Ins. Co. of North America. 

Philadelphia Underwriters. 

Hanover Fire Ins. Co. 

Palatine Ins. Co., Ltd.. ft Com'l Union. 

Royal Insurance Co. 
Providence- Washington Ins. Co. 
Royal Exchange Assurance Co., Eng. 
Ohio German Fire Ins. Co., Toledo O., 
British America Ass. Co.. Toronto, Ont 
Home Ins. Co., Now York. 
American Central Insuranoe Co. 
Providence-Washington Ina. Co. 
Ins. Co. of North Amoriea. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 
Royal Exchange Assurance Co., Eng. 
Connecticut Fire Ins. Co. 

North British ft Mercantile Ins. Co. 

Pennsylvania Fire Int. Co. 

Farmers' Fire Ins. Co., York, Pa. 
Detroit F. ft M. Ins. Co. 
Evansville Fire Inspection Bureau. 
FarmCTs' Ins. Co., Ywk, Pa. 
Indianapolis Fire Ins. Co. 

Des Moines Fire Ins. Co. 

Insuranoe Co. of North America. 

Commerdal Union Assuranee Co.. Ltd. 

Palatine Ins. Co., Ltd. 

National Fire Ins. Co.. Hartford 

Phenix, N. Y. 

The Ohio-German Fire Ins. Co. 

Toledo, 0. 
Phenix Ins. Co.. N. Y . 
TheJefferson FireIns.Co.,of Buffalo.N.Y. 
Liverpool ft London ft Globe Ins. Co. 
Detroit F. ft M. Ins. Co. 
Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 
Fire Association, Phila. 
Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Williamsburgh City Ins. Co. 

Girard F. ft M. Ins. Co.. Pa. 

American Central Ins. Co. 
iCtna Insurance Co. 

Springfield F. ft M. Ins. Co. 

Springfield F. ft M. Ins. Co. 
London Assurance. 

Ins. Co. of North America. 

Philadelphia Undawriters. 

Western Factory Ins.. Co. 

Agricultural Insurance Co. 

Continental Insurance Co. of New York 

Stock Fire Ins. Companies. 

London ft Lancashire ft Orient Ins. Co 

Commerce Ins. Co., Albany, N. Y. 



Western Ins. Co.. Pittsburg. 

Cook County Nat'l Union, Phila. 
Connecticut Fire Insuranoe Co. 



♦Associate Member 
tHonorary Member 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


SehoenELM^ 


KanoMCily.Ma. 


Spedal Agent 


Atlas Insurance Co. 


SebreiberThor^ 


Chieafo.IlL. 


SbedalAieiit. 


German-American Inauranee Co. 


SdmpN.JH 
SehwariS.. 


Dubuque,!*.. 
Gboagp, IlL. 


Secratary. 

Manager. 


Dubuque F. A M. InniraBM Co. 
WetteliMter Fire Inmmuioe Co.. N. Y. 


Scott Walter. 
SeanlLU 


Kanaaaaty.Mo. 


SUteAgmt. 
SUteAgnt. { 


Home InMiranoe Co.. N. Y. 
Phoenix AaroranoB Co. 
Pelioan Assurance Co. 


SeoorFrada. 


Kansas City, Ifo. 
MUwaukee, W. 


Special Agent, 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Sedgwick Geo. B., 


Special Agent. 


Pierce A Sage. General Agents. 


SeUen E. M.. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Inspector, 


Indiana Inspection Bureau. 


SeOenT.a. 


Columbus. 0.. 


Manager. 


Ohio Inspection Bureau. 


ShawWUliam, 


CouncU Bluffs. Ia..P.O. Box 163 


Inspector. 




Shepherd John. 


St. Louis, Moh 


Special Agent, 


Uverpool i London i Globe Ins. Co. 


Sbepherd John E^ 


Chicago. R24S. IfiGLaSaUeSt. 






Shoemaker J. M.. 


McLeansboro. nU 




Insurance Co. of North America. 
Springfield F. & M. Int. Co. 


SOkworthaHH 


Milwaukee. Wis., 
Chicago. UL. 


Special Agent, 
Sup't of Sunreys, 


SimonsonCF.. 


Governing Committee. 


Singleton J. P., 


Chicago, 111., 

159 LaSalle St., 


Ass't Manager. 


Niagara Fu% Insurance Co. 


Skinner W.D.. 


Des Moines. Iowa, 
LouisvUle. Kv. KeUer Bldg. 
Chicago, Ul. 207 Madison St , 


Vice-Preadent 


Hawkeye Insurance Co. 


Smith John L.. 


Specud Agent. 


Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 


Small I. F., 






cro Samuel Gans, 






Smith Dan. T., 


Winchester, Ill„ 


Special Agent 


Milwaukee Mechanics' Ins. Co. 


Smith Ed. H., 


Cedar Rapids. Iowa. 


Secretary. 


Farmers' Ins. Co.,Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


♦Smith Horace m 


Terre Haute, Ind.. 


Local Agent 




Smith J. H.. 


&"t^ '""••■ 


President, 


Farmers' Ins. Co., Cedar Rapids, la. 


Smith T. H.. 


Adjuster. 




Smith ThoB. H., 


Dayton, Ohio 


State Agent 


Ohio German Insurance Co. of Toledo 


Smith R.W.. 


Kansas City. Mo, 


Special Agmt { 


Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 
HomeF.&M.Imi.Co..GaL 


Snyder OandeF.. 


Louisville. Ky., 


Secretary, 


Kentucky A Tennessee Board. 
Liverpool k London A Globe Ina. Co. 


Snyder Frank G., 


Louisville. Ky., 


Special Agent 


Snyder Thos. E., 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 


Special Agent 


iEtna Insurance Co. 


Sonnen W. J.. 


Chicago, m.. 153 La Salle St.. 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Indianapolis. Ind., 
Detroit, Mich.. 

783 Chamber of Commerce 


Special Agent 


St Paul F.AM. Ins. Co. 


Spear Theo. F.. 


General Agmt 


Phoenix Ins. Co., Hartford. 


Spencer Walter R.. 


Special Agent. 


Spice Horace L., 


State Agent. 


Germania Fire' Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Spoerer F. E., 


Chicago, m. 




Connecticut Fire Insurance Co. 


♦Sprague Samuel E.. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 

414 Guaranty Loan Bldg. 






Springer Herman B., 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


State Agent 


Dubuque Ins. Co.. Dubuque Iowa. 


Springer W. H.. 


Des Moines. la. 






Stabler Frank L.. 


Minneapolis. Minn., 


State Agent 


North British A Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Stafford John F.. 


Minneapolis. Minn.. 


Special Agent { 


Orient Insurance Co. 




Chicago, III, 


Sup't of Agenoies. 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Stauffer J. Geo. 


Decatur, 111., 


State Agent | 


Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 
Home F. A M. Ins. Co.. Cal. 


Steele W. L., 


Chicago, 111., 


Ass't Manager 




JStevenaD.H., 


MoDroe City, Mo. 


Special Agent { 


Insurance Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Stickney Geo. A. 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Hamburg-Bremen Insurance Co. 


Stinson Alfred, 


St. Paul. Minn., 
441 Endicott Bldg.. 


Special Agent, 


National Fire Insurance Co.. Hartford 


Stodghill Wm. M.. 


Chicago, 184 La Salle St. 


Special Agent, 


Louisville Ins. Co., Louisville, Ky. 


Stone F. W., 


Ddavan, 111., 


Special Agent, 


(Jueen Insurance Co. 


■Stone John, 


Indianapolis Ind.. 


Special Agent { 


Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Palatine Insurance Co., Ltd. 


Stone WiU A.. 


Memphis, Tenn., 


Special Agent, 


Northern Assurance Co., England. 


Street Chas. R., 


Chicago, 111., 
Des Moines, Iowa, 


Ass't General Agent, 


Phenix Ins. Co. of New York. 


Stuart H. C. 






Stuck Geo. W.. 


Peoria, 111., 


State Agent, 


American Ins. Co., New York. 


Sullivan J. R., 


Milwaukee. Wis.. 


Inspector. 




Sutton J. R.. 


HiUsdale. Mich.. 


Special Agent 1 


Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 
Home F. A M. Insurance Co., Cal. 


Tanner Everett T., 


Paris, 111.. 


Special Agent, 


The Jefferson Fire Ina. Co. 


Tallman J. B.. 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent. 


Royal Exchange. 


Thatcher H. H., 


Pontiac, Mich., 


Special Agent. 


Hanover Fire Insurance Co. 


Thomas D. D., 


Kansas City. Mo.. 


Special Agent 


Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Thomas John V., 


Chicago, 111., 


Ass't Secretary, 


Liverpool A London A Globe Ins. Co. 


Thomson F. R., 


New York, 141 Broadway 




c/oAcqualite Fire Proofing Paint Co. 


Ticknor Fred. 


Peoria, 111.. 


Inspector. 




Tiffany H. S., 


Chicago, 111.. 196 Clark St., 


Insurance Publ'r. 




Timberlake C. S., 


45William St., New York City 


Agency Sup't | 


Insurance Co. of America. 
Federal Insurance Co. 


ToUefson 0. 0., 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
Milwaukee Wis.. 


Secretary, 


Northwestern F. A M. Ins. Co. 


ToUes Fred. W., 


Adjuster. 


Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


Townlcy W. R., 


Chicago, ni. 


General Agent { 


British America Assurance Co. 
Western Asniranoe Co. 


tTrembor Wm.. 


Freeport, IlL. 






Trewvant J. T., 


Dallas, Texas. 


General Agent 


Treievant k Cochran. 


Tripp S. W., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Manager, 




Tritle F. L., 


Rockford, 111.. 


Inspector. 




Troxdl Robert W., 


cKand.'Ohio., 
1553 Williamson Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Aachen & Munich Insurance Co. 


UnderhJUKB., 


Special Agent 


Westchester Fire Ins. Co. 


Upham A. M.. 
VaU D. F.. 


Des Moines, Iowa, 
St Paul Minn., 


Special Agent 
General Adjuster. 


Liverpool & London A Globe Ins. Co. 
Hartford Ins. Co. 


Vaientine G«o. S.. 


Des Moines, la., 


Special Agent 


Prussian National Insurance Co. 


Van Allen 6. A.. 


Albany, N.Y.. 


President 


Commerce Insurance Co. 


Van Ness Bartow, 


Chicago, 111., 150 La Salle St.. 


Special Agent 


Queen Ins. Co., q/o John P. Hubbel. 


VanValkenbur«M.W.. 
Vandeventer W. E., 


Topeka, Kan., 


Special Agent 


Liverpool A London k Globe Ins. Co. 


ChiS^, m.. 


State Agent 


.£tna Insurance Co. 


Veraor Frank A.. 


Detrnt. Mich.. 


Special Agent 


Queen Insurance Co. 


♦Vinson, John W., 


Jcrseyville, 111., 


Adjuster, 




VirchowJohn, 


Aurora, 111.. 
Fairbury, lU., 


Special Agent 


Prussian National Insurance Co. 


Virgin C. R.. 


Special Agent, 


Norwich Union Fire Ins. Society. 


Vogel C. M. 


Marion. Ohio 


Special Agent 


Orient Insurance Co. 

With Munger.Vokoun, Wetmore A With- 


Vokoun John W. 


Chicago, 111., 


1 


erbee. Cook Co. Mgre. N. Y. Under- 
writers, A Scottish Union A National 






I 


Vor« Milton P., 


Rock Island, 111.. 


Secretary. 


American National Ins. Co. 


Waddell W. W., 


Chicago, IlL. 

St Louis, Mo., 

Chicago. DL, 159 La Salle St., 


Special Agent , 


Delaware Insurance Co. 


Waggoner SoL E. 
Wagner D. S.. 
Waldron Raymond, 
Walker H.H.. 


President 

Adjuster. 


Citisens Insurance Co.. Ma 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent, 


Rochester German A Del. A Rel. Ins. Co 


Chicago, 111.. 


Sec'y Farm Dep't 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Wallace J. M., 


Dayton, Ohio, 


State Agent 


National Fire Insurance Co^ Hartford. 


Wallace L. S., 


Milwaukee, Wia.,FrcePre9sBldg. 


Special Ag't A Adj'r 


Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Co. 


WaUaoe W. G.. 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Girard Ins. Co. 


Walling Kelaey L., 


Toledo, 0., 


Special Inspector, 


Ohio Insp. Bureau. 


Walsh Chas. A.. 


Kansas Qty, Mo^ 


Special Agent 


Westchester Fire Insurance Co., N. Y. 


WardleH.M., 


Detroit Mich.. 


Special Agent 


atizens Ins. Co., Mo. 


Warner Lansing B.. 
Wamshuis J. W., 


Chicago, m.. 


Special Agent 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Special Agent 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Warren A. M., 


Los Angele8,Cal..411FayBldg.. 


Special Agent, 


M. W. Fire A Marine Insurance C<t. 


Warren W. 8., 


Chicago, DL. 


Res. Secretary 


Liverpool A London A Globe Ins. Co. 
Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Go. 


Washington H. B.. 


Chicago. HL, 

y^* J.* j\\^* mil Til? A. 


Special Agent 


Wa88onA.M.L.. 


Cmcmnati, Ohio, 1311 First 
Nat Bank Bldg., 


Special Agent 


Franklin Fire Insurance Co., Pa. 


Waterman Howard F. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 




Indianapolis Fire Insurance Co. 
Eagle Fire Ins. Co., New York. 


Watson Chas. R., 




Secretary, 
Special Agent 


Watson Caifford. 


Vinton, Iowa, 


Niagara Fire Insurance Co.. N. Y. 


Weaver F. L., 


Detroit, 30 Prentisc Ave., 


Special Agent 


Allemania Insurance Co. 


Webster Geo., 


Chicago. HL. 


Special Agent { 


Western Assurance Co. 


Webster W. Dix. 


Chicago, 111., 


General Agent 


New Brunswick Fire Ins, Co. 


Weed B. B. 


Minneapolis, Mmn., 
422 N. Y. Life Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


Orient Ins. Co. 


Wehmeyer C. A,, 


Goshen, Ind., 


Inspector. 




Weil Aaron M., 


Evansvillc, Ind., 


Local Agent 
Special Agent 




Weineck F. L.. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. 


Rochester German Insoranoe Co. 


Weiser S. F., 


Dubuque, Iowa, 
Chicago, 111., 


Affi't Secretary. 


Dubuque F. A M Ins. Co. 


Wells David W.. 


State Ag't A Adfr, 


Fire Association. Phila. 


Wells H.M., 


Chicago, HL 


Adjuster. 




Welpton D. B., 


Omaha, Neb. 


Special Agent 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Welpton Frank B. 


Denver, Colo., 1012 15th St., 


Special Agent 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Welsh MUton. 


Kansas City, Mo.. 


Adjuster. 




Wenie F. T. M., 
West B. L., 


St Louis, Mo., 
Erie, Pa.. 


State Agent, 
Ass'tGen'l Agent { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
PhiUdelphia Underwriters. 


West Byron D.. 


Grand Rapids. Mich.. 


Special Agent, 


Michigan Inspeetion Bureau. 


West David D., 


Kalamasoo. Mich.,P.O.Box353, 


Federal Insurance Co. 


Wetmore E. R,, 


Chicago, IlL. 


Special Agent 


N. Y. Underwriters A«ency. 


♦Wharton J. B., 


Jacksonville, 111.. 


Special Agent 


German Insurance Co. of Freeport 


^Vha^ton J. C, 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 
707 Traction Bld«., 


Special Agent. 


Sun Fire Office. 


♦Wheeler E. S. 


Chicago, m., 377 Illinois St., 
New York aty, 

84 Royal Ins., Bldg. 






Whilden Wm. G., 


General Agent, 




Whipple C. G. 


Topeka, Kansas 


Special Agent, 


Queen Insurance Co. 


Whipple P. P.. 


Chicago. IlL, 195 La Salle St.. 


Special Agent, 


Dixie Fire Ins. Co. 


White H. W., 


Chicago, IlL. 159 La Salle St., 


Adjuster. 




Whitford Geo. S.. 


Denver. Colo., P. 0. Box 1572 


Special Agent, 


Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 


Whitlock J. L., 


Chicago, IlL. 




Glens Falls Insurance Co. 


Whitlock Royal J., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent, 


Glens Falls Insurance Co. 
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NAME 



ADDRESS 



TITLE 



COMPANY 



Whitney F. H., 
Whittlesey Chas. S., 
•Wile Edwin W.. 
Wiley Geo. U 
Wilken W. A., 
Wilkinson Wm., 
Williams Chas. B., 
Williams Fred. W., 
Williams Geo. G. 

Williams J. W.. 

•Williams S. G., 

Williams Walter D.. 

Willis P. F., 
Wilson a F.. 
Wilson Geo. T., 
•Windle Joa. J., 
Wmdsor J. L., 

Wright Wm., 
Wise Fred T.. 

Wne Gus. M., 

Wue Edward P.. 
Wiancr W. K, 
Witherbec W. E.. 
Witkowsky Conrad. 
Woeasner Henry J., 
♦Wofford Chas. P., 
WolflF L. H., 
Wollager Gustave Jr.. 
Woltersdorff Ralph F. 
Wonn a G., 

Wood C. 0., 

Wood H. N. 
Woodbury Cyrus 
Wright John C.. 
tWyper Jamea. 
Yom» Chas. 0., 
Yuncker George A., 
Zechlin H. J., 
Zent M. F., 
Zimmer H. M., 
Zweig H. M... 



Detroit, Mich. I 

Fargo, N. D., 

New York City, 143 FrankUn St 

Rockford. IlL, 

Atlantic, Iowa, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

Chicago. 111., 

Pittsburg. Pa.. 

Ifilwaukee, Wis.. 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

149 E: Market St., 
Denver, CoL, 

Philadelphia, Pa.. 

St. Louis, Mo., 

Denver, CoL, 

Dayton, Ohio, 

New York ttty, 55^ Pine St., 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

922 State Life Bldg. 
Jefferson, Wis., P. .Box 63 
Chicago. HL, 
Indianapolis, Ind., 

154 E. Market St.. 
Kansas City, Mc 
Cedar Rapids. la.. 
Chicago, 111., 159 La Salle St.. 
Chicago. IlL, 

Chica^. 111., 159 La Salle St., 
Nashville, Tenn., 
Indianapolis, Ind., 
Milwaukee, Wis., 
Chicago, lU., 
Chicago, HL, 
Columbus, Ohio., 

1008 New Hayden Bldg., 
Omaha, Neb. 
Columbus, Ohio 
Detroit, Mich., 
Hartford, Conn., 
Minneapolis, Minn., 
Columbus, Ohio, 
MUwaukee,Wia., 274^ 19th St., 
East St. Louis, 111.. 
Chicago, III., 
Chicago, 111., 159 La SaUe Si 



Vice-President, 
Special .\gent. 

Secretary, 

SUte Agent, 

Sp'l Ag't & Adjuster, 

Sp'l Ag't & Adjuster 

Manager, 

State Agent 

Special Agent, 

Ins. Atty. & Adjr. 

Vice-President, 

Special Agent, 
General Agent, 
Special A^nt, 
General .Adjuster, 
Special Agoit. 

Special Agent 
State Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 
Special Agoit, 
Local Agent, 
General Agent, 
Special Agent, 
2nd Vice-President, 
State Agent. 
Vice-Prraident, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent 

Special Agent, 

State Agent 
Special Agent 
Adjuster. 
Secretwy, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Inspector. 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 



I Michigan F. A M. Co. 
Hanover Insurance Co., N. Y. 

Ins. Co. of the State of lUinoii. 
I Williamsburgh City Ins. Co. 

Shawnee Fire Ins. Co., Topeka, Kan. 

.^tna Insurance Co. 
. General Adjustment Bureau. 
' Livai)ool i London A Globe Ins. Co. 

I Prussian National Insurance Co. 



Spring Garden Ins. Co. 

Providence- Washington Ins. Co. 
Scottish Union A National Ins. Ca 
German Ins. Co., Pittsburg, Pa. 
Ncnrwich Union Fire Ins. Society. 
Glens Falls Insurance Co. 

Peoples National Ins. Co. 
Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 

Agricultural Insurance Co., N. Y. 

Agricultural Insuranee Co. 
Aachen & Munich Fire Ins. Ca 

Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 
American Central Ins. Co. 
Nat'l Life k Accident Ins. Co. 
iEtna Insurance Co., Hartford. 
Concordia Ins. Co. 
Sun Fire OflBce. 
I Connecticut Fire Insurance Co 

I Home Insurance Co., N. Y 

j North British & Mercantile Co. 
Queen Insurance Ca 

Orient Insurance Ca 
American Insurance Co., N. J. 
Royal Insurance Co. 
Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 

I Home Insur;mce Co. of New York. 
' German Fire Ins. Co. 



tHonorary Member 
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ADDRESS 


TITLE 
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Abbey, A. J. B. 
Aldrich. H. L. 


San Antonio, Tex^ 


Special Agent. 


Home Insurance Co.. N. Y. 


St. Louis. Mo.. 


Proprietor, 




Adams Geo. W- 
.\lexander, F. W., 


Chicago, UL, 


Adjuster. 




Indianapolis. Ind., 


Special Agent. 


Agricultural Ins. Co. 


AUen,E.U 


New York Oty. 
Indianapolis, Ind., 


President, 


German-American Insurance Co. N.Y. 


Annstrong, Frank W, 


State Agent 


Germania Fire Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Aflhworth, William 


Gran^Rapids, Mich.. 


General Agent, 


British America Assurance Co.,Toronto 


AspinwaU, Sterne F. 


President, 


Grand Rapids Fire Ins. Co. 


Atwood, John 


Alton, 111., 


President, 


Illinois Mutual Ins. Co.. 111. 


Barry, A, S. 


Godfrey, Bl., 


General Adjuster. 




Baaett. E. J. 


Hartford, Conn., 


General Agent, 


iEtna Insurance Co., Hartford. 


Bennett, J. B. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 






Berne, J. J. 


Chicago. lU.. 


General Adjuster. 


Traders Ins. Co., Chicago. 


Berry, E. H. 


MUwaukee, Wis., 


State Agent. 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 


Biasell, F. R. 


Dubuque, Iowa. 


State Agent. 


Hartford Fire Ins. Co.. Hartford. 


Bissell. Geo. Francia 


Chicago, 111., 


General Agent. 


Hartford Fire Ins. Co., Hartford. 


BUven Chaa. E. 


Chicago, IlL, 


Manager. 


American Fire Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 


Blodget A. C. 


Nashville, Tenn., 






Blossom, Howard A., 


St. Louie, Mo.. 


President, 


Merchants Ins. Co., St. Louis. 


Bradshaw W. D., 


Chicago, IlL, 


General Agent, 


Fireman's Ins. Co., N. J. 


BouRhton Prank 8., 


Denver CoL, 


Special A^nt. 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co.. N.Y. 


Bowers H. K, 


New York City, 


Retired. 




Burch ThoB. Roas, 


Chicago. 111.. 


Gen'l Ag't Western Dep't. 
Supervis. Ag't and Acij'r 


Phenix Ins. Co., Brooklyn. 


Burt Fred. E, 


Detroit, Mich,, 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co.. N.Y. 


Buttcrfield W. C, 


St Louis. Mo.. 


General Adjuster. 




Carson R. B., 


Chicago. IlLPyde Park Hotel. 






Gary Eugene, 


Chicago, IlL. 


Manager, 


German -American Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Chittenden W. G. 


Chicago, m. 


General Agent. 


Merchants Ins. Co.. N. J. 


Oarke Geo. C. 


Chicago. IlL. 
Des Moines, Iowa, 


General Agent, 


Boylston Ins. Co., Boston. 


Clarke W.T.. 


State Agent, 


Franklin Fire Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 


Clifford W. E 


Evanston, IlL 






Cole Aaron P. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


State Agent, 


New York Underwriters' Agency. 


Cook Geo. H.. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 




Franklin Insurance Co. 


Coombe C. F. a. 


St. Louis, Mo.. 


Special Agent, 


British America Assurance Co.. Toronto 


Cornell W. B., 


Chicago. 111.. 




North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Cramer Adolf J.. 


Milwaukee. Wis., 


Secretary. 


Milwaukee Mecbmics' Ins. Co. 


Cratsenberg, A. A., 


St. Paul. Minn., 


State Agent, 


German-American Ins. Co. 


Cromer James, 


Indianapolis. Ind.. 


Special Agent, 


Home Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Crooke George, 


Evanston. IlL, 


Western Adjust. & Inspection Co. 


Crooke W. D. 


Chicago, lU., 


Manager, 


Northern Assurance Co., Eng. 




Chicago. 111., 
Louisville, Ky., 


Manager, 


Fire Association, Philo. 


Cunningham A. M., 


Sup't Agencies, 


Queen Ins. Co., of England. 
Liverpool A. London & Globe Ins. Ca 
Hartford Fire Insurance Co., Hartford. 


De Gamp D. J. 


Schenectady, N.Y.. 


Special Agent, 


Dean Thos. L., 


Chicago. IlL, 


General Adjuster, 


Devin David T., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Manager, { 


Reliance Insurance Co., Phila. 
Delaware Insurance Co., Phila. 


Doeppers August B., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


General Agent, 


German Ins. Co. of Indiana. 




Lafayette, Ind., 


Financial Agent, 


National Fire Ins. Co. of Hartford. 


Ducat Arthur C, 


Chicago, IlL 


Insurance Agent, 




Eaton Samuel S.. 


St. Paul, Minn., 


Local Agent, 




Eggleston Seth. 


Burlington, la., 
Rockford, IlL, 


Adjuster, 


Providence-Washington Ins. Co. 


Engebretson Wilhehn, 
Euler Philip, Jr., 
Forbes Wells W.. 


Special Agent, 


Rockford Insurance Co. 


EvansviUe, Ind. 


Special Agent, 


Springfield F. A M. Ins. Co. 
Royal Insurance Co., LiverpooL 


Richmond, Ind., 


State Agent, 


Foster Wm. R., 


Grand Rapids, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


New York Underwriters Agency. 


Fowler Henry 


Chicago. III.. 


Secretary, 


Calumet Insurance Co. 


Franklin Morris, 


New York City. 


Secretary, 


Sun Insurance Office. 


GUbcrt Geo. H,. 


Chicago, HL, 
New York., 


Special Agent. 


Girard Fire & Marine Ins. Co. 


Glassford H. A., . 






Gould Geo. D. * 


Chicago. DL, 


Adjuster, 


Independent. 


Grenell Howard, 


Chicago, Dl., 
Negaunee, Mich., 


Ass't Manager 


Atlas Assurance Co. 


Hall Geo. W.. 


Inspector. 




Hall Henry H. 


New York. 
Chicago. 111., 


Manager, 


Union Assurance Society. 


Hall J. B, 


Special Ag't & Adj'r 


Girard F. db M. Ins. Co. 


Harbeck Eugene, 


Chicago, HL, 


General Agent 


Phenix Ins. Co., N.Y. 


Harris J. S., 


Chicago, IlL, 


General Agent, 
General Adjuster, 


Metropole Ins. Co., Paris. 


Hawkins Chas. F.. 


Denver, Colo., 




Hawkins Samuel Y.,. 


Pinckneyville, DL, 


Special Agent, 


Fire Association of Phila. 


HawleyA^H., 


Le Roy, Ohio, 


Secretary, 


Ohio Farmers Ins. Co., LeRoy, Ohio. 


Hersh Geo. Edward. 


York, Pa., 


President. 


Fanners Fire Ins. Co.. York,|Pa. 


Hewitt Edgar A., 


New York, 


Editor, 


Insurance Chronicle. 


Heywood P. P., 


Chicago, HL, 
New York Qty, 


General Agent. 


Hartford Fire Insurance Co. 


Hine Chas. C, 


Editor, 


The Insurance Mooitor. 


Hinsdale Aug. M., 


Denver, CoL, 






Hoamer Frank B., 


Chicago, IlL, 


General Insurance 




Hough Judson B., 


Maroa, 111., 


Special Agent. 


Northwestern National Ins. Co. 


Howard W. I., 


Chicago. 111.. 


Special Agent. 


Western Assurance Co., Toronto. 
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NAME 



ADDRESS 



COMPANY 



Howley John, 
IreUm Edward Lm 
JohnioQ T. W., 
KeUerP.O, 
KeUy Wm. B., 
Kibbee Chandler W.. 
King W. L.. 
Kitson Harry. 
Kuhn Richard W.. 

Lemon Cha&E, 

Lewis Walter E. 
Lombard S., 
Loeb Adolph, 
Lyon William A., 
Magill Henry W., 
MagillH.M., 
Maginn John W.. 
Main Alex. H., 
Margah L. F.. 
MarshaUCW.. 
Matteson David J., 
McBain W. F., 

McCIintock B. R., 

McGill M. R. 
McKean R. G. 
Mima Livingston, 
Mooney John C. 
Morris Lewis R. 
Morse Dr. Daniel, 

Myers J. C^ 

Nieman A. D. 
Osmun Dan' I C, Jr., 
Page E. S., 
Paige John CL, 
Paulding Tattnall. 
Peetrey Jacob 
Preston E. C, 
Preston Charles P.. 

Reed J. S., 

Reynolds Geo. W. 
Rice K F.. 

Richards J. M.. 

Rogers C. B.. 
Roper Gea S., 
Rowell Alfred, 
Rudy C. L., 
Ruegger S. A. D., 
Sanf ord Charles M.. 
Schmemann Karl. 
Schults Daniel. 
Schupp Simeon, 
Seage Henry S.. 
Sewell John, 
Simonds E A., 
Smith R. J.. 
Southwick S. H.» 
Spaldmg A. W.. 
Spann John M., 
Stark Byron G., 
Stawits Christian. 
Stephens Isaac. 

Steviaon Joeiah H^ 

Stoner E. K, 
Strickkr David, 

Sutton W. D., 

Sweeney Anthony 
Thomas John £. 
Thompson Frank A^ 
TiUotson D. C, 
Townsend A. F., 
Travis A. C, 
Trumbull A. J., 
Tuttle L. S. 



New York Qty. 82 William 

Chiea8o.ni., 

Chieago.Il].. 

Ottincy, DL 

Philadelphia. 413 Wakut Si 

Minneapolis, Mina. 

Chicago, ni.. 

Detroit, Mich., 

Denver, CoL, 

Indianapolis, Ind.. 

Chicago IlL. 
Fort Wayne. Ind. 
Chicago, IlK, 
Madison. Ind., 
Chicago, 111. 
Pasadena, CaL 
St Louis. Mo., 
Madison, Wis , 
Detroit, Mich., 
Urbana, 0., 
St. Louis, Mo., 
Grand Rapida, Mich., 

Columbus, Ohio. 

Cincinnati, 0., 
Minneapolis, Minn., 
Atlanta, Ga., 
Denver, Col., 
Detroit MicL. 
Detroit. Mich.. 

Detroit. Mich 

Chicago, IlL. 
Denver, Colo. 
Des Moines, Iowa, 
Boston Mass., 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
London, Ohio. 
Detroit, Mich., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Marion, Ohio. 

St. Louis, Mo.. 
Cincinnati, 0., 

Omaha, Neb. 

Louisville, Ky., 
Rockford, III 
New York, 
Indianapolis, Ind., 
Chicago. III. 
Louisville, Ky.. 
Detroit, Mich., 
Milwaukee. Wis.. 
Chicago, IlL, 
Lansing, Mich.. 
Montreal, Canada, 
Chicago, IlL. 
Chicago, 111. 
Chicago, 111 . 
Chicago, IlL, 
Indianapolis, Ind., 
New York City, 
St. Louis, Mo., 
Detroit, Mich., 

Chicago 111., 

Greenfield, Ind., 
York. Pa.. 

Peoria, 111., 

Denver, Col., 
Dixon, 111., 
Denver, CoL, 
Muskegon, Mich.. 
Chicago, 111., 
St. Louis, Mo., 
Merriam Park, Minn 
Oshkosh, Wis.. 



St. 



AdJQiter. 
Special Agent 
Special Agent 
Adjuster, 

Manager, 
SpecisJ Agent, 
Special Agent. 

State Agent, 

Adj\i8ter, 
General Adjuster 
President, 
Special Agent, 
District Manager, 

State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
State Agent. 
Retired President. 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
General Agent. 
Special Agent. 
Manager, 
State Agent, 

State Agent, 

Special Agent, 

State Agent, 
Resident Manager. 

t President, 

I State Agent, 

I Secretary, 

, Special Agent, 

: (First Proident of this 
Association) 

! Special Agent, 
Adjuster. 

I State Ag't <k Ad j'r, 

I Special Agent, 
I Secretary, 

Special Agent, 
1 Fpecial A^ent, 
I Special Agent, 
I M'g'r & Adj'r 
! General Agent, 
I General Agent, 
I General Agent, 
' Special A^nt, 
i General Adjuster, 
I General Agent. 

Secretary, 
I Adjuster, 
{ General Agent, 
I Secretary, 

Mgr. West. Dept., 
I Adjuster, 
I Adjuster. 

' Adjuster, < 

Special Agent, 
Secretary, 

' Adjuster, j 

State Agent, 
I State Agent, 
1 Underwriter. 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

M'g r Western Dep't, 

Special Agent 

Special Agent. 



Care of Western Salvage Wreck'g Ag'cy. 

Independent 

Sun Insuran e Offieei 

Phoenix Ins. < Hartford. 

American Fire Ins. Co., Pennsylvania. 

Providence- Washington Ins. Co. 

British- American A Western, Toronto. 

Royal Insurance Co. 

Ins. Co. of North America. 

Philadelphia Underwriters, 

Independent. 

PhenixIns.Co.,N.Y. 

North German Fire Insurance Co., N. Y 

National Fire Ins. Co.; Hartford. 

Phoenix Insurance Co, Hartford. 

New York Underwriters Agency. 
German-American Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Sun Insurance Office. 

Royal Insurance Co. 
National Fire Ins. Co., Hartford. 
British America Assurance Co . 
Western Assurance Co. 
Sun Insurance Office. 
Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 

Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Niagara Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Home Insurance Co.. N. Y. 
Ins. Co. of Ncnth America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 
Orient Insurance Co., Hartford. 

Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 

City of London Fire Ins. Co. of Eng. 

Delaware Insurance Co. 

Fire Association, Phila. * 

Michigan F. & M. Ins. Co. 

Michigan F. & M. Ins. Co. 



Niagara Fire Insurance Co., N. Y. 

iEtna Ins. Co., Hartford. 

Ins. Co. of North America. 

Philaddphia Underwriters. 

Springfield F. A M. Ins. Co. 

Mfrs. A Merchants Mutual Ins. Co. 

JEtna. Insurance Co. 

German Insurance Co., Ereeport. 

North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 

Southern Adjusting Co. 

Milwaukee Mechanics' Ins. Co. 

Milwaukee Mechanics' Ins. Co. 

German Ins. Co., Freeport, IlL 

Traders Ins. Co., Chicago. 

Royal Canadian Insurance Co. 

Greenwich Insurance Co., N. Y. 

Traders Insurance Co., Chicago. 

Independent. 

Home F. & M. Ins. Co., Cal. 

Indianapolis Fire Insurance Co. 

Caledonian Ins. Co. 

Hartford Fire Insurance Co.. Hartford^ 

London A Lancashire Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Insurance Co. 
Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 
Fanners Fire Insurance Co., York, Pa. 
American Ins. Co., N.J. 
Security Ins. Co., New Haven. 
American Fire Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 
Liverpool & London Sc Globe Ins. Co. 

Westchester Fire Insurance Co., N. Y. 
Northern Assurance Co. 
FHremens Ins. Co., Dayton, 0. 
Fire Association, Phila. 
Queen Ins. Co. 
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Chicago, 111., 


Adjuster. 


Independent. 


Van Voorhia Frank. 


Chicago. IlL 


Adjuster. 




VanecJ P.. 


Cincinnati. 0., 


GeneralAgent, { 


Hamburg-Bremen FireIns.Co.,Germany 
Union Insurance Co., Phila. 


Vernor Benjamin, 
Warner D. B.. 


Detroit, MicL. 


Special Agent. 


Springfield F. A M. Ins. Co. 
Phoenix Assurance Co., London. 


Chicago, IlL, 


GeneralAgent 


Warner John H. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. 


State Agent. | 


Ins. Co. of North America. 


Warner Samuel R-. 


Chicago, IlL, 
aeveland, Ohio, 




Phoenix Assurance Co., London. 


Waters A. J., 


State Agent. 
Special Agent, 


Continental Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Webber Hiram F^ 


Dayton, Ohio, 


Connecticut Fire Ins. Co. 


Webster Thos, H , 


Chicago. IlL 


GeneralAgent. 


Commerce Ins. Co. of Albany. 


WeMcnbcrgC, 


MobUe, Ala., 


GeneralAgent. 


Mobile Underwriters. 


Whitehead J. M^ 


Chicago. IlL, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Special Ag'tA Adjuster, 


Imperial Ins. Co.. Ltd., England. 


Whiting J. H. C. 


Editor, 


American Exchange A Review. 


Whitlock H. H.. 


Chicago, IlL 


Manager. { 


Delaware Insurance Co. 
Reliance Insurance Co. 


Williams Abram. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Manager. 


Connecticut Fire Insurance COi 


Wilson J. 0.. 


NewYork, 


Business Manager. 


Ins. Monitor & Law JoumaL 


Woodward M. S., 


New York. N.Y.. 




Cans Salvage Co. 

Commerce Insurance Co., Albany. 


Young Mar. V. B.. 


Rochester, N.Y., 


General Agent. 



HISTORICAL. 



ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

1871— Dayton, Ohio, February 22: 

C. E. Bliven, Chairman. R. L. Douglass, Vice-President 

*J. S. Reed, President. C. E. Bli\'EN, Sec. and Treas. 

1871 — Indianapolis, Ind., July 25 and 26: 

J. S. Reed, President. v R. L. Douglass, Vice-President. 

♦A. C. Blodget, President. ' C. \V. Marshall, Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1872— Detroit, Mich., July 17, 18, and 19: 

A. C. Blodget, President. C. \V. Marshall, Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1872— Chicago, III., September 18 (Special): 

A. C. Blodget, President. * C. W. Marshall, Vice-President 

*R. J. Smith, President. S. Lumbard, \'ice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1873— Milwaukee, Wis., July 16 and 17: 

R. J. Smith, President. S. Lumbard, \'ice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

-*' 
1874— Louisville, Ky., May 20 and 21: 

R. J. Smith, President. S. Lumbard Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1875— Chicago, III., September 22, 23 and 24: 

C. W. Marshall, President. J. O. Wilson, \ice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1876— Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 

J. O. Wilson, President. B. \ernor, Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1877— Chicago, III., September 19, 20 and 21: 

C. E. Bliven, President. P. P. Heywood, Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treas. 

1878— Chicago, III., September 18 and 19: 

I. S. Blackwelder, President. J. M. Dresser, \ice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treasi, 

1879— Chicago, III., September 17 and 18: 

Geo. W. Adams, President. W. B. Cornell, Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treas. 

1880— Chicago, III., September 8 and 9: 

A. W. Spalding, President. A. J. Waters \'ice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes Sec. and Treas. 

1881 — Chicago, III., September 14 and 15: 

J. M. Dresser, President. E. F. RicE, Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treas. 

♦Elected and entered upon their duties at this session. 
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ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION-Continued. 

1882— Chicago, III., September 6 and 7: 

W. B. Cornell, President. J. M. Neuberger, VicerPresident. 

(iEO. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treas. 

188*— Chicago, III., August 29 and 30: 

James M. De Camp, President. C. W. Potter, Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treas. 

1 884— Chicago, III., September 10 and 11: 

Cyrus K. Drew, President. T. J. Zollars, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1885— Chicago, III., September 23 and 24: 

J. L. Whitlock, President. T. H. Smith, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1886— Chicago, III., September 8 and 9: 

\V. F. Fox, President. H. H. Hobbs, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1887 — Chicago, III., September 14 and 15: 

Abram Williams, President. W. R. Freeman, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1888— Chicago, III., September 12 and 13: 

Isaac W. Holman, President. J. C. Myers, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1889 — Chicago, III., September 17 and 18: 

John Howlj^y President. W. T. Clarke, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1890— Chicago, III., September 10 and 11: 

E. A. SiMONDS, President. E. V. Munn, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1891— Chicago, III., October 7, 8 and 9: 

H. C. Eddy, President. Byron G. Stark, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn, Sec. and Treas. 

1892 — Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 

H. p. Gray, President. W. P. Harford, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn, Sec. and Treas. 

1893— Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 

Eugene Harbeck, President. E. L. Allen, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn, Sec. and Treas. 

1894— Chicago, III.. September 26 and 27: 

H. Clay Stuart, President. Geo. M. Lovejoy, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn, Sec. and Treas. 

1895 — Chicago, III., September 25 and 26: 

W. J. LiTTLEjoHN, President. H. C. Alverson, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn Sec. and Treas. 
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ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION-Continued. 



18d&— Chicago, III., September 29 and 30: 
Geo. M. Lovejoy, President. 



E. V. MuNN, Sec. and Trcas. 



H. T. Lamey, Vice-President 



1897— Chicago, III., September 29 and 30: 
Geo. H. Moore, President. 
Stephen E. Gate, Vice-President. 



J. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
E. V. MuNN, Secretary. 



1898— Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 
Jos. H. Lenehan, President. 
John E. Da vies, Vice-President. 



J. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1899— Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 
Frank H. Whitney, President. 
W. R. Townley, Vice-President. 



f. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1900— Chicago, III., September 26 and 27: 
Otto E. Greely, President. 
Cyrus Woodbury, Vice-President. 



[. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1901— Chicago, III., September 25 and 26: 
P. D. McGregor, President. 
Geo. W. Hayes, Vice-President. 



[. A. Kelsey, Trea-surer. 
3. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1902— Chicago, III., September 24 and 25: 
H. N. Wood, President. 
F. W. Williams, Vice-President. 



J. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1903— Chicago, III., September 29 and 30: 
John Marshall, Jr., President. 
H. R. Loudon, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1904— Chicago, III., September 28 and 29: 
H. H. Friedley, President. 
F. W. Bowers, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1905— Chicago, III., October 11 and 12: 
Thomas E. Gallagher, President. 
S. D. Andrus, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
Nelson E. Briggs, Secretary. 



1906— Chicago, III., October 3 and 4: 
Robert S. Odell, President. 
D. W. Andrews, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
Nelson E. Briggs, Secretary. 



1907— Chicago, III., October 9 and 10 
W. L. King, President. 
C. G. Meeker, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
Nelson E. Briggs, Secretary. 



*1908- 



Carroll De Witt, President. 

W. O. Chamberlin, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
Nelson E. Briggs, Secretary. 



♦Place and date to be named. 
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OFFICERS ELECTED 

AT THE 

Thirty- Eighth Annual Meeting 

OF THE 

Fire Underwriters' Association 

OF THE NORTHWEST 



PRESIDENT 

CARROLL DE WITT Chicago, III. 

General Agent Xewaxk Fire Insurance Co. 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

W. O. CHAMBERLIN. Chicago, III. 

State Agent Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd., and Palatine Insurance Co., Ltd. 

TREASURER 

W. R. TOWNLEY Chicago, III. 

General Agent BritLsh:American Assurance Co. and Western Assurance Co. 

SECRETARY 

NELSON E. BRIGGS Chicago, III. 

State Agent North British & Mercantile Insurance Co. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ROBT. M. BENNETT Chicago, III. 

Special Agent New York* Underwriters 

CHAS. A. KELLEY.. Terre Haute, Ind. 

Special Agent St. Paul Fire & Marine Insurance Co. 

NEAL BASSET Chicago, III. 

General Agent Firemens' Newark Insurance Co. 

NEAL C. ROWLAND Columbus, O. 

Special Agent London Assurance Co. 

JAS. G. S. BEST Chicago, III. 

Special Agent Girard Fire & Marine Insurance Co., 

R. D. WALDRON Chicago, III. 

Special Agent Del ware & Reliance Insurance Co. 

A. F. POWRIE Detroit, Mich. 

Special Agent Providence -Washington Insurance Co. . 

E. M. HITCHCOCK Minneafolis, Minn. 

Special Agent Farmers* & Merchants Insurance Co. 
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